Acle Parish Council 

Meeting Date:


Monday, 30th April 2012
Venue:



Methodist Church, Bridewell Lane, Acle

Time:



7.30 p.m.

Present:
Mr D Burnett, Mrs J Clover, Mr B Coveley, Mrs E Elliott, Mrs L Hempsall (also district councillor) Mr B Grint, Mr J Harriss (Chairman), Mr A Hemmingway, 
Mr N Law, Mr R Perry, Mrs M Steed and Mrs P Watson





John Harriss welcomed the two new councillors, Jackie Clover and Pat Watson, who were elected at the recent by-election. The two new councillors each signed a declaration of acceptance of office and joined the other councillors.
1.
PUBLIC FORUM 
There were sixteen members of the public present.  Matters raised included the need for a litter bin in Norwich Road and information on the planning application for Mill House Farm.
PCSO Paul McAllister sent a report that there had been no recorded crimes since the last meeting.
District Councillor Lana Hempsall gave a report including the withdrawal of the planning application for a wind turbine at Acle High School.
2.
APOLOGIES
     Brian Iles (County Councillor) – he sent word that he has been selected to stand as a Conservative for Acle in the County Council elections for 2013.
3.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

Lana Hempsall reminded the meeting that she is also a Broadland District Councillor and as such she declares a personal interest in any matters relating to Broadland District Council which may be discussed at the meeting. 

Brian Grint, Barry Coveley, Rodney Perry and David Burnett declared a personal interest as trustees of the Acle Recreation centre. 
Brian Grint also declared a personal interest in plans for the land at Springfield as his house is adjacent to the site.

Malika Steed declared a personal interest in the Fletcher Room as her child attends the Pre-school.

John Harris and Brian Grint reminded councillors that they are members of the Olympic Torch committee and Malika Steed, Nigel Law and Lana Hempsall that they are members of the recreational facilities working party.
4.
MINUTES  The minutes of the meetings held on 26th March and 16th April 2012 were agreed to be correct and were signed by John Harriss as Chairman.
5.
MATTERS ARISING
5.1
The Council has passed the re-accreditation as a Quality Parish Council.
5.2
John Harriss, David Burnett and the clerk will attend the BDC workshop on community resilience, on 14th May.
5.3
The judging for Anglia in Bloom will be on 9th July at 1.00. The judges have sent word that they will take into account the hosepipe ban when marking the village’s efforts. A working party will be arranged to work on the various parts of the village.
5.4
Norfolk County Council’s Highways Technician will visit Old Road to see if the centre road markings can be moved over on the bend so as to give more protection to both the parked car and the passing traffic.  The councillors asked that the parking bay be removed altogether.
5.5
The number of hanging baskets ordered was reduced from 30 to 25 because of the hosepipe ban and the problems with filling the water cart without using a hosepipe.
6.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

None.
7.
CORRESPONDENCE

7.1
The Joint Norfolk Association of Local Councils and Society of Local Council Clerks conference will be on Tuesday, 3rd July from 9.30 – 2.45.  John Harriss, Nigel Law and the clerk will attend.
7.2
Norfolk ALC has also arranged an event on the Broads, Rivers and Seascape on Friday, 8th June 2012 from 10.00 to 3.00.  John Harriss and Nigel Law will attend.
7.3
Councillors are invited to nominate someone for the Norfolk ALC executive committee.
7.4
The Broads Authority has sent a draft list of Heritage Assets in the Broads Authority executive area including Charlie Water’s Mill for the Acle area.
7.5
Councillors are invited to attend the BA annual meeting on Friday, 18th May at 7.00 p.m.
8.
PLANNING MATTERS

8.1
Plans discussed at the meeting:

i)
Mr Roe, Mill House Farm, Old Road – demolition of existing 3 bedroom brick built thatched roof cottage and replacement with timber frame, thatched cottage (BA/2012/0125/FUL). The councillors supported the application.
ii)
Mr Casey, Ivy Farm Barn, The Hill – application for new PP to replace extant PP 20090406 – conversion and extension of barns to form dwelling (20120585).  The councillors had no objections to the plans.
8.2
Planning results from Broadland District Council:

i)
4 Peter Avenue – conservatory – full approval.
ii)
12 Beighton Road – single storey front and rear extensions – approved.
iii)
15 Mill Crescent – two storey front extension – withdrawn.
iv)
Acle Garden Machinery – extension to existing retail unit – approved.
v)
Acle High School – erection of 11kw 18m high wind turbine – withdrawn.
9.
HIGHWAY MATTERS

9.1
Hanging baskets: the councillors were discussed how to fill the watering cart without using a hosepipe to connect to the mains supply.  A plastic barrel has been installed at the Post Office and residents will be asked to fill it up with “grey” water from their own homes.  It was reported that Moulton Nurseries now has a van which could be used to deliver the baskets.
9.2
Bunting: this will be put up round The Green during the week commencing 21st May 2012.
9.3
Ditch at Boat Dyke Lane: It was agreed to get this cleared out.  
9.4
Lands Trust land at Damgate Woods: a resident has kindly emptied the litter bin in the woods.
9.5
Moles at cemetery: It was agreed to monitor the situation.
9.6
Village Sign: repairs are needed to secure the post.

9.7
Reedham Road: there was some discussion about recommending that this road be made one-way between Damgate Lane and The Street.  (Tony Hemmingway declared a personal interest as his house is on Reedham Road.)  It was felt that many residents would not welcome this.

9.8
Damgate Woods: some High School pupils are to work on the boardwalk as part of some work experience.

9.9
Planter: the clerk was asked to send the Council’s thanks to the pupils at Acle High School who built the crown planter.
10. 
STREET LIGHTING 
It was agreed to fit a timer on a light in Damgate Lane where a resident had complained that the light was too bright, at £60 +VAT.
11.
ACLE RECREATION CENTRE


There was nothing to report.
12.
OLYMPIC TORCH, QUEEN’S JUBILEE AND ACLE REGATTA
12.1
Torch: BDC is sorting out the road closures and is completing the forms for a temporary events licence.  The clerk was authorised to sign the licence application on behalf of the Council.  Kent & Co have kindly agreed to allow their power supply to be used for the event.  It was also agreed to transfer some funds from the Council’s Torch budget to the Jubilee budget.
12.2
Queen’s Jubilee: a £100 grant has been received from Norfolk County Council. It was reported that there will be a beacon at Acle Bridge on 4th June.
12.3
Acle Regatta: this takes place on 19th/20th May. A grant will be made to Acle Voluntary Aid from any profits.
13.
RECREATIONAL FACILITIES
Brian Grint, Barry Coveley, Rodney Perry and David Burnett declared a personal interest as trustees of the Acle Recreation centre. 

The working party has met with several suppliers for quotations for the refurbishment of the existing play area and for a new skatepark and will be presenting the designs to Acle Primary School on 3rd May to find out the children’s preference.
Nigel Law is working on a planning application for the skatepark and adjacent zipwire. It is currently intended to purchase concrete ramps and a concrete base.  Councillors were invited to meet a supplier on 8th May when young people will also be encouraged to attend to inform the specification.
The Recreation Centre Management Committee will be asked to set up a sinking fund to reserve money to pay for the upkeep of the skateboard park and play area.

14.
SPRINGFIELD LAND

Councillors and the clerk met with officers from Broadland District Council on 20th April.  BDC has since sent details of the housing waiting lists for Acle which show that there was a local housing need for 41 x 1-bedroomed properties, 11 x 2-bedroomed properties and 5 x 3-bedroomed properties.  BDC also sent an example of an exception site policy to explain how the properties are linked to people with a local connection; either living in the village, working in the village, or with a need to care for someone in the village.
BDC will draw up scenarios for the use of the land, which will help the Parish Council to decide what sort of housing to plan for the land.
15.
TRAINING POLICY
The councillors adopted the training policy drawn up by Nigel Law as part of the Quality Parish re-accreditation process.
16.
GENERAL POWER OF COMPETENCE

The Localism Act 2011 s1(1) (General Power of Competence) means that “a local authority has power to do anything which individuals generally may do”.
A council must have a qualified clerk and 2/3rds of the councillors must have been elected or stood for election. The new power does not permit the Council to do anything illegal, or anything that it is prohibited from doing by other legislation, and normal restrictions apply to any project, that would apply to any other person or business.
The clerk has submitted the relevant work to upgrade her Certificate in Local Council Administration qualification to include this new power.  Once she has passed, the Council can adopt the General Power of Competence.  
17.
REPORT FROM THE PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

The committee met with the clerk and carried out an appraisal. This has been agreed and will be signed by the members of the committee, the Chairman and the clerk.  The clerk also has a new contract based on the recommendations from the National Association of Local Councils and the Society of Local Council Clerks.  This will be signed and attached to her previous contract.
18.
GRANT APPLICATION FOR THE FLETCHER ROOM

It was agreed to defer this until the private session at the end of the meeting because of the sensitive nature of the quotes.
19.
FINANCE




     
   
   £

Receipts:

Burials and memorials




530.00
Grazing fee






232.00

NCC grant for Jubilee event




100.00

NCC – verges 





         1,737.91

Allotment Association – reimbursement water

172.41

L Hempsall – reimb. paper and half delivery costs

  96.00

Upton PC – reimb. costs




  48.73
Cheques for payment:

Veolia dd - skip hire 2 months



277.44

E.On dd – street lighting charge



576.91

Norfolk Pension Fund





282.66

Pauline James – clerk’s fee and exps


         1,338.67

Norse – grasscutting at Fletcher Room


  87.66

Garden Guardian – grasscutting


         1,042.65

Norfolk ALC – subs





376.92

Norfolk RCC – subs





  15.00

Nfk PFA – subs





  25.00

Drainage Board – drainage rates New Road land

  39.28

M Ward – cleaning





962.97

HMRC – PAYE & NIC




528.54

T T Jones – lighting repairs




250.86

Copy IT – copying





  48.74

Acle Recreation Centre – room hire



  30.40

T T Jones – inspection and clean


         1,510.08

Wilkersons – supplies





    4.11

Hugh Crane – supplies for Fletcher Room


107.63

Acle Methodist Church – room hire



  96.00

Acle Recreation Centre – room hire Jubilee


111.24
NPTP – training fee Pat Watson



  40.00

John Harriss – reimb. petrol




  11.25

NPTP – training fee Jackie Clover



  40.00

Funds:

Savings account




       61,089.00
Term investment




       25,000.00

Term investment




       75,000.00

Gilts





                 129,334.00
Total at 31.3.2012



                 290,423.00
David Burnett has checked these figures to current bank statements as part of the Council’s financial controls.
20.
MATTERS FOR THE NEXT MEETING
· Appointment of councillors to committees
21.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Annual Parish Council Meeting on Monday, 28th May 2012.

At this point it was resolved under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 to exclude members of the public to discuss the cemetery and village facilities.
22. 
REVIEW OF VILLAGE CENTRE

Kirstin Hughes and Hamish Melville from Broadland District Council had joined the meeting and were invited to address the councillors at this point.  They explained that funding is available to pay for a firm of consultants to carry out a review of the village, businesses and facilities, as had been done very successfully in Aylsham, called a Regeneration and Delivery Strategy. After some discussion it was agreed to put this on the agenda for the next meeting and to inform residents about the project via the next newsletter.
23.
VILLAGE FACILITIES

John Harriss, Nigel Law, Lana Hempsall and the clerk met with Grace Yorke, administrator of Acle Medical Centre.  Grace had explained that the Medical Centre was about to apply for planning permission for the project and needed the Council’s support for the community gym part of the building.  It was agreed that the project would give the Council a large space to use for the gym, with the Medical Centre requiring only a small office within the space.
24. 
CEMETERY

Councillors met with David Hooper of Brown & Co, along with Karen Mair, administrator of the Recreation Centre. Mr Hooper was appointed to meet with the landowner to open negotiations.  Brown & Co will send an engagement letter setting out their terms, and the clerk was authorised to sign this on behalf of the Council.  The Council approved this action.
The clerk sent the Broads Authority the revised map for the proposed cemetery and playing field, together with an explanation of why the land is needed for both projects.  The Authority has thanked the Council for this submission.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.55 p.m.

Signed.....................................

Dated: 28th May 2012


Chairman

