Acle Parish Council 
Meeting Date:			Wednesday, 23rd May 2012
Venue:				Methodist Church, Bridewell Lane, Acle
Time:				7.30 p.m.

Present:	Mr D Burnett, Mrs J Clover, Mrs E Elliott, Mr J Harriss (Chairman), Mr A Hemmingway, Mr R Perry, Mrs M Steed, Mrs P Watson				
				
1.	PUBLIC FORUM 
There were three members of the public present but there were no comments.

2.	APOLOGIES	     Mr B Coveley, Mr B Grint, Mrs L Hempsall (also district councillor), Mr N Law

3.	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA
John Harriss declared a personal interest in the Springfield land as his son lives on Springfield.	

4.	LAND BEHIND SPRINGFIELD
Broadland District Council has sent a series of scenarios for a housing mix on the land; it is estimated that 40 houses could be built on the land, together with some open space. BDC has allocated 30 homes for the plot, of which 9 properties would be expected to be “affordable” housing for people on the general housing register, leaving 21 open market homes.  The additional 10 affordable properties could be treated as exception housing, meaning that the houses would be allocated for local lettings, (people with a connection to Acle). The affordable properties would be rented or shared ownership, depending on the financial conditions at the time.

BDC has produced an analysis of the number of people on the housing register with a local connection. There are 57 homes needed; 41 x 1-bedroom houses, 11 x 2-bedroom houses and 5 x 3-bedroom houses.

Given the high number of 1-bedroom properties required, (2 x gold needs, 6 x silver, 2 x bronze and 31 low needs,) it was agreed, as a first draft, to propose that the 19 affordable properties should be 6 x 1-bedroom flats, 3 x 1-bedroom bungalows, 2 x 2-bedroom bungalows, 4 x 2-bedroom homes and 4 x 3-bedroom homes.

With the open market homes it was agreed to propose 5 x 2-bedroom houses, 12 x 3-bedroom houses and 4 x 2-bedroom bungalows to cater for family homes and some smaller homes to allow people to down-size from larger properties in the village.

Broadland Housing Association and Saffron Housing Trust have expressed an interest in the project. The clerk was asked to arrange a meeting.

BDC has suggested that it would be appropriate to get an evaluation of the archaeological significance of the site as soon as possible. The clerk has contacted David Whitmore of Norfolk Property Services to ask for a quote.

5.	ANY OTHER BUSINESS
The hanging baskets are to be delivered on Thursday, 31st May at about 5.00 p.m.  Councillors are requested to be on hand to help with hanging the baskets on the lampposts. The watering of the baskets was discussed. Tony Hemmingway will purchase a pump if necessary to enable the watering cart to be filled from people’s wells and underground tanks.







There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.20 p.m.




Signed.....................................		Dated: 28th May 2012
		Chairman
