
Acle Parish Council 

Meeting Date:


Monday, 25th June 2012
Venue:



Methodist Church, Bridewell Lane, Acle

Time:



7.30 p.m.

Present:
Mr D Burnett, Mrs J Clover, Mrs E Elliott, Mrs L Hempsall (also district councillor) Mr B Grint, Mr J Harriss (Chairman), Mr A Hemmingway, 
Mr R Perry, Mrs P Watson





Brian Iles (County Councillor)
1.
PUBLIC FORUM 
There were ten members of the public present.  Matters raised included a new planning application for a wind turbine on The Windle.  County Councillor Brian Iles reported that the County Council was likely to request a very high price for the land between Herondale and the play area. District Councillor Lana Hempsall had no matters to report, other than items already on the agenda.
2.
APOLOGIES
    Mr B Coveley, Mr N Law and Mrs M Steed.
3.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

Lana Hempsall reminded the meeting that she is also a Broadland District Councillor and as such she declares a personal interest in any matters relating to Broadland District Council which may be discussed at the meeting. 

Brian Grint, Rodney Perry and David Burnett declared a personal interest as trustees of the Acle Recreation Centre. 

Brian Grint also declared a personal interest in plans for the land at Springfield as his house is adjacent to the site and John Harriss a personal interest as his son lives in Springfield.

John Harris and Brian Grint reminded councillors that they are members of the Olympic Torch committee and Lana Hempsall that she is a member of the recreational facilities working party.

Rodney Perry and David Burnett declared a personal interest in the BDC site allocations consultation as it includes a sites in Damgate Lane and on Reedham Road.
4.
MINUTES  The minutes of the meeting held on 28th May 2012 were agreed to be correct and were signed by John Harriss as Chairman.
5.
MATTERS ARISING
5.1
The Highways approval for the bunting has been confirmed.
5.2
The Council confirmed its adoption of the Broadland District Council Code of Conduct.  Tony Hemmingway was absent from the last meeting but has now signed the new Code. Barry Coveley will sign at the next meeting.  All other councillors have signed the Code.
5.3
The clerk reported that the Council’s books have been with the auditor since 31st May. The auditor has been reminded of the deadline for submission to the external auditors, Mazars.
5.4
The clerk was asked to remind John Cansdale that the Council would like the village sign to be replaced in time for the Olympic Torch relay.  There was some discussion about the price of the repair but it was agreed to be a comprehensive project that should last well into the future.
6.
CORRESPONDENCE

6.1
The revised Broads Authority Landscape Character Assessment has been received and will be considered by the planning committee.
6.2
The clerk has received notification that there is Japanese knot weed in the ditch in Boat Dyke Lane. It was agreed to obtain advice as to the best way to deal with this, but that as much as possible should be removed and the remainder sprayed.  The clerk also reported that some local residents would like the poplar tree removed. The councillors were asked to visit the site to give this some consideration.
6.3
The licence has been obtained for Acle village centre, around The Green.  Three months’ notice of any event has to be given to the relevant authorities
6.4
Notification has been received of works to South Walsham Road and The Street footway.  The clerk was asked to report difficulty experienced by a user of an electric mobility scooter at the junction of The Street with South Walsham Road.  BDC will be contacted about restrictions caused by tables and chairs at the café by The Green.
6.5
BDC sent details of a Tree Preservation Order on an Oak in Elm Close.

6.6
A request from a resident to change a reserved grave space for another within the cemetery was agreed.
6.7
Correspondence was received from Lana Hempsall about poor service on a Norwich bus, but this has all been addressed by the relevant company.
6.8
There was a complaint about dog fouling in footway from Cardigan Court to Habgood Close. BDC arranged for an extra clean but has said that nothing further can be done as there is already a dog litter bin and relevant signage.  John Harriss will add a paragraph to the Acle News to appeal to residents to clear up after their dogs.
7.
PLANNING MATTERS

7.1
Plans discussed at the meeting:

i)
Mr Bridge, land adjacent to Bridge Inn, A1064 – proposed campsite with log cabin/site office and continued use of horse paddocks (BA/2012/0141/CU).  Councillors had concerns that this appeared to be an application for a private dwelling outside the planning line, with no evidence of the business at present.  They therefore agreed to object strongly to the plans.
ii)
Mr Rafferty, Upton Poultry Farm, The Windle – erection of 250kw wind turbine on 30m monopole (blade tip height 45m).  It was agreed to object strongly to the application in order to support local residents who live close to the site.
iii)
Site Allocations Development Plan Document – Alternative sites consultation.  It was agreed to object to the use of the woodyard site for housing, but to support housing on the Damgate Lane site so long as flood risk issues were adequately addressed.
7.2
Planning results from BDC:
i)
St Helen’s, Pyebush Lane – extension to provide annexe - full approval.
ii)
Acle Garden Machinery – extensions – full approval.
iii)
15 Mill Crescent – extensions – full approval.
iv)
Bedlam Cottage, Reedham Road – alterations. The appeal was dismissed.

7.3
Planning results from the Broads Authority:

i)
Mr Roe, Mill House Farm – demolition and replacement cottage – approval.
8.
HIGHWAY MATTERS

8.1
Anglia in Bloom – Brian Grint reported that the portfolio has been completed and sent off to the judges.
8.2
A road traffic collision in Old Road has been reported to Highways.
9. 
STREET LIGHTING


Nothing to report.
10.
ACLE RECREATION CENTRE


Nothing to report.
11.
OLYMPIC TORCH and QUEEN’S JUBILEE 
11.1
Torch – leaflets advertising the event will be distributed in Acle and surrounding villages.  The clerk has invoiced BDC £100 towards the cost of running the public toilets for the morning.  The grass at Springfield has been cut for the extra parking.
11.2
Queen’s Jubilee – owing to the bad weather the event was moved into the hall, but was still a very successful event.  The organisers were thanked for their hard work.
12.
RECREATIONAL FACILITIES
Brian Grint, Rodney Perry and David Burnett each declared a personal interest as trustees of Acle Recreation Centre.
There had been a request from the trustees for the £15,000 grant to be used to pay for new matting at the play area, but this was withdrawn as grant applications for the refurbishment of the whole area have been submitted.  Lana Hempsall was thanked for working on new quotes for the best use of the site. It was agreed that Tony Hemmingway should prepare a price to remove and dispose of the old equipment. (Tony Hemmingway declared a personal interest in this.)

The clerk has also submitted grant applications for the proposed skateboard park. 
The Land Registry documents show Acle Parish Council as the owner of the Recreation Centre land so it appears that play equipment up to 4m in height or 200 cubic metres can be erected without planning permission.
13.
SPRINGFIELD LAND

A meeting has been arranged with Broadland Housing and Saffron Housing to discuss the way forward with the site.
14.
CEMETERY
There have been complaints about the grasscutting. This will be monitored.
15.
COMMUNITY EMERGENCY PLAN


It was agreed to leave this until September.

16.
FINANCE




     £

Receipts:

BDC – delegated functions



5,635.65

BDC – first half precept


          27,500.00

VAT refund





2,190.18

Upton PC – reimb. exps



     31.55

Memorial fee





   126.00

Fitzmaurice Trust – grant for play facilities

   250.00
Cheques for payment:

Jubilee expenses




     61.62

Donation for defibrillator (LGA 1972 s.137)

   250.00

B Grint – watering exps



       9.80

St John’s Ambulance – donation s.137

     40.00

Line dancing – Jubilee 



     40.00

Party On – marquee Jubilee



   200.00

Veolia dd – skip hire




   142.94

Siemens dd – copier hire



   134.52

E.On dd – street lighting costs

               581.46
P James – clerk’s fee and exps


1,043.73

Norfolk Pension




   282.67

M Ward – cleaning




   644.79

HMRC – PAYE & NIC



   394.25

Andrew Creak – hanging baskets


     49.58

Tom Larby – hanging baskets



     89.24

Travis Smith – hanging baskets


     99.15

Connor Hutchin – hanging baskets


     82.63

Garden Guardian – grasscutting


1,042.66

Hugh Crane Cleaning Equipment


     40.01

Copy IT – copying




   109.55

T T Jones – street lighting repairs


   701.77

Moulton Nurseries – hanging baskets


1,028.40

Wilkersons – consumables



     39.28

Norse – grasscutting




     87.66

Zurich – Health & Safety training


   114.00
Tony Hemmingway – cemetery and play area
     87.50

John Harriss – expenses



     48.90

Brian Grint – expenses



     54.68

Tony Hemmingway – water pumps


   150.94

Fine City Audio




   120.00

Mr Jugglefun





   165.00
Savings account




53,405.00
Term investment




25,000.00

Term investment




75,000.00

Gilts





          129,738.00






          283,143.00
17.
MATTERS FOR THE NEXT MEETING
· The entrance to Roman Wood
18.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING - Monday, 30th July 2012.
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