
Acle Parish Council 

Meeting Date:


Monday, 30th July 2012
Venue:



Methodist Church, Bridewell Lane, Acle

Time:



7.30 p.m.

Present:
Mr D Burnett, Mrs J Clover, Mrs E Elliott, Mrs L Hempsall (also district councillor) Mr B Grint, Mr J Harriss (Chairman), Mr A Hemmingway, Mr N Law, Mr R Perry and Mrs P Watson.





Brian Iles (County Councillor)
1.
PUBLIC FORUM 
There were fifteen members of the public present.  Matters raised included a request for funding towards air rifles and archery equipment for the scout group.  It was agreed to consider this item at this point so that the scouts could then leave the meeting. John Harriss declared a prejudicial interest as his son is on the Scouts committee, left the meeting and took no part in the discussion or voting.  After some consideration it was agreed to make a donation of £750, or to purchase equipment up to the value of £750 + VAT.
District Councillor Lana Hempsall gave a report: consultation on the Joint Core Strategy continues, but does not directly affect the Acle area.  County Councillors Brian Iles updated the council on the proposal for an incinerator at Kings Lynn, and discussed problems with the NCC decision to cease regular maintenance of public footpaths.
2.
APOLOGIES
    Mr B Coveley and Mrs M Steed.
3.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

Lana Hempsall reminded the meeting that she is also a Broadland District Councillor and as such she declares a personal interest in any matters relating to Broadland District Council which may be discussed at the meeting. 


Brian Grint and John Harriss declared an interest in the land north of Springfield.
Tony Hemmingway declared an interest in the work arising from the RoSPA report for the play areas and in the work to remove the old play equipment at the Recreation Centre.
4.
MINUTES  The minutes of the meeting held on 25th June 2012 were agreed to be correct and were signed by John Harriss, as Parish Council Chairman.
5.
MATTERS ARISING
5.1
Eleven councillors have completed their declaration of interests form and these have been sent off to Broadland District Council for signing by the monitoring officer.
5.2
The internal audit was completed and the Annual Return was sent to the external auditors in time for the deadline.  John Gallop reported that he signed the internal audit form without any comments.

5.3
The village sign was replaced, temporarily, in time for the Olympic Torch relay. The work on the steelworks has begun so the sign will be removed again later this week.
5.4
The Planning Committee will review and complete the Broads Authority Landscape Character Assessment.
5.5
Further complaints have been received about the grasscutting at the cemetery. The clerk inspected the site and found a number of plastic flowers strewn about the cemetery and reported to the contractor that this was unacceptable and that this particular staff member would not be allowed to cut the grass unless this improved.  A couple of residents have asked for the grass to be picked up after cutting.  The clerk has asked them to put this request in writing so that it can be considered at the budget setting meeting.  The councillors stated that the cleaning and maintenance of memorials remains with the owner of the memorial.
5.6
The Broads Authority has checked the grasscutting on the public footpath to Acle Bridge and has carried out additional cutting.

5.7
John Harriss, Nigel Law and the clerk attended the NALC Annual Conference and were presented with the Quality Parish Council re-accreditation certificate.  
5.8
A contractor has been asked to remove and spray the knotweed in the ditch by the allotments.
6.
CORRESPONDENCE
6.1
The Broads Authority has sent a survey on how it engages with local communities.  It was agreed that communication with the parish could be improved.
6.2
NCC sent some information on the management of public rights of way; The County Council’s Highways group is now responsible for the inspection, enforcement and maintenance of public rights of way (PROWs).  They are encouraging parish councils to help with the maintenance of PROWs.  The clerk was asked to find out about the maintenance of permissive paths, such as the one from Norwich Road to Mill Lane.
6.3
A resident contacted the Council to ask that a swimming pool be built at Acle High School.  Councillors agreed that this was unlikely at present.
6.4
The Council’s new insurance policy has been received and copied to the finance committee for information.
6.5
The RoSPA inspections have been carried out at the play areas in Damgate Lane and Beighton Road; some minor repairs are needed to the wood. Tony Hemmingway was asked to carry out this work.
6.6
The Council has been consulted on proposals to remove the law that restricts local councils to one method of making payments – cheques with two councillor signatories.  The proposed changes will enable online banking and online payments.  This was supported, so long as adequate financial controls were in place.
6.7
BDC has sent details of changes to the payments made for recycling banks.  This was noted.
6.8
PCSO Paul McAllister sent details of five recorded crimes since the last meeting.

6.9
Letter from resident about the NCC’s management of the meadow at Jubilee Wood.  The councillors felt that the maintenance was adequate at present.
6.10
The Council was asked to support a letter about proposed cuts to the local ambulance service. This was agreed.
7.
PLANNING MATTERS

7.1
Plans discussed at the meeting:

i)
Acle Medical Centre.  The councillors had no objections to the plans but noted that the gas main is believed to pass under the site of the extension.
7.2
Plans considered by the Planning Committee:

i)
18 New Close – amended plans. The councillors had no objections to the plans so long as the neighbours were happy with the amended plans.

ii)
Denby, Bridewell Lane – porch and roof. The councillors had no objections to the plans.

7.3
Planning results from Broadland District Council:

i)
Hillside Farm, Reedham Road – erection of chalet bungalow and garage – full approval.
ii)
18 New Close – two storey and single storey rear extension – full approval

iii)
Denby, Bridewell Lane – porch and roof – full approval

iv)
 Copper beech at 2 The Street – permission has been given for crown reduction.
7.4
Planning results from the Broads Authority:

i)
Land adj to A1064 – proposed camp site with log cabin/site office and continued use of horse paddocks - refusal
8.
HIGHWAY MATTERS

8.1
Roman Wood.  It was agreed to consider installing a wooden rail to assist residents walking up the slope to the woods. Brian Grint will ask the High School if they would carry out this work.
8.2
There was some discussion about improving the signage to the Old Rectory. The clerk will contact the managers to discuss this.
8.3
The clerk informed the councillors that she was meeting with BDC shortly to discuss the grant application for the new heating system at the Fletcher Room.

8.4
The clerk will remind NCC to inspect the footway in Reedham Road, which has been damaged by tree roots.

8.5
It was reported that there is a hedge in Crossway Terrace that overhangs the footway.
9. 
STREET LIGHTING
9.1
The clerk will contact the electricity company to find out the savings if streetlights are turned off late at night.
10.
ACLE RECREATION CENTRE

Brian Grint reported that the defibrillator is to be fitted to the wall inside the main entrance so that users of the Centre can access it.  Local First Responders are to carry out training of local groups.
11.
OLYMPIC TORCH
It was agreed that the Torch Relay event was very successful and very well-attended.  The clerk was asked to thank Tom Holmes and Kirstin Hughes from Broadland District Council, and to write to thank BDC Vice-Chairman Shelagh Gurney for attending and speaking at the event.  The Council thanked Brian Grint, John Harriss and Angela Bishop for their hard work organising the event locally.

It was agreed to leave the bunting up around the Green until the Christmas lights are fitted.

12.
ANGLIA IN BLOOM

John Harriss and Brian Grint gave a report on the judging of the Anglia in Bloom competition.  The announcement of the result will be at St Ives in September. It was agreed that John and Brian would attend if possible.  The clerk was asked to thank the boys who water the hanging baskets and the pupils at the High School who worked on the planters, for their part in making the village look so good.

13.
SPRINGFIELD LAND

Lana Hempsall and the clerk met with Broadland Housing Association and Saffron Housing Trust who recommended some builders who work well with housing associations.  Saffron Housing Trust currently has funds for affordable housing so would be interested in working on this site.
Meetings have been arranged with four building firms. Those councillors who are able to attend the meetings will report back to the full Council.  It is expected that 30 – 34 houses will be built on the site, with a play area, with one third of the houses affordable, rented or share ownership, to be allocated by BDC. A proportion of the affordable houses on the site will be allocated under the new BDC Local Lettings Policy where the houses are allocated to people with a local connection, for the first let only.

The clerk will write to residents whose houses back onto the site, to advise them that full consultation on the plans will take place as soon as possible, probably in the Autumn.  The project will also be mentioned in the forthcoming Parish Council Community Newsletter.
14.
ALLOTMENT ASSOCIATION
It was agreed to renew the agreement with the Allotment Association with the same terms, for another four years.
15.
PLAY EQUIPMENT AND SKATEPARK
BDC has awarded a grant of £10,000 towards the play area and another of £10,000 towards the skatepark. The Norfolk Community Foundation has awarded a grant of £5,000 towards the play area. Two other charities have given a total of £2,250.  Awards for All has given £8,000 towards the zipwire. Local fundraising has raised £217 towards the skatepark. Including the £37,000 agreed by the Parish Council there is now £39,250 available for the play area, £25,217 for the skatepark and £8,000 towards the zipwire. The outcome of more grant applications are awaited for the skatepark, and more local fundraising would be helpful.
The clerk has written to the Recreation Centre to update the Trustees and will get a quote from Matta for the surfacing under the lower equipment, as the Trustees’ preferred contractor for the surfacing.
Tony Hemmingway will remove the old equipment, and surfacing as required.
The working party has met with various suppliers of play equipment, asked for designs valued at £40,000 and has shown the designs to the children at the primary school to gauge their reactions to the plans.  A proposal by Kompan, for the play area and for the zipwire, was recommended for approval.  The councillors asked to see all the other proposals for the new play equipment before placing the order.  It was agreed by a majority to call an extra meeting to review the various proposals.
16.
RISK ASSESSMENTS AND INSPECTION OF ASSETS
The clerk reported on a recent Zurich Insurance training course; the Council needs to improve its risk assessments.  Tony Hemmingway offered to help the clerk to draft the risk assessments for the various Council assets.
17.
FINANCE




    
    £

Receipts:

Burial fee





535.00
Kent & Co – donation for Jubilee event

  50.00

Local fundraising for skatepark


215.00

BDC – final payment for street cleaning

619.20

BDC – New Homes Bonus



700.00

Reimb. costs





  83.39

Paul Bassham Trust – grant


         2,000.00
Cheques for payment:

Veolia – dd – skip hire



141.72

E.On – dd – electricity for streetlighting

600.84

Andrew Creak - watering



  57.84

Andrew Creak – August



  46.27

Connor Hutchin – watering



115.68

Connor Hutchin – August



  92.54

Tom Larby – watering



115.68

Tom Larby – August




  92.54

Travis Smith – watering



115.68

Travis Smith – August



  92.54

Mick Ward – cleaning




638.00

Mick Ward – August




638.20

P James – clerk’s fee (including youth club)
         1,753.10

P James – August




967.90

HMRC – PAYE & NIC



391.72
HMRC – August




391.52

Acle Rec. Centre – room hire



    8.00

Copy IT – copying




  25.70

Acle High School – archaeological dig
         1,000.00

Garden Guardian – grasscutting

         1,042.66

Garden Guardian – August


         1,042.66

Bunzyl – consumables



400.99
Tony Hemmingway – exps



  79.00

Broker Network – insurance


         2,437.64

Wilkersons – supplies




  44.73

Smith of Derby – repairs to church clock

180.00

Acle Methodist Church – room hire


  88.00

John Gallop – internal audit



300.00

Norfolk Pension Fund




282.66

Norfolk Pension Fund – August


282.66

Hugh Crane ltd – supplies



  36.77

Acle Society – delivery of May newsletter

  40.00

Acle Rec. Centre – youth club room hire

491.70

John Harriss – travel costs



  10.80

NCS – grasscutting at Fletcher Room


  87.66

NCS – August





  87.66

RoSPA – inspection of play areas

            151.20

The above cheques were authorised for payment. (Cheques are for July and August as the Council does not usually meet in August.)
Savings account as at 21.6.12



77,203.00
Term investment




25,000.00

Term investment




75,000.00

Gilts





          129,334.00






          306,537.00
David Burnett carried out a review of the bank statements for the above accounts before the meeting commenced.

18.
MATTERS FOR THE NEXT MEETING

None, other than the usual topics.
19.
DATE OF NEXT FULL COUNCIL MEETING - Monday, 24th September 2012.
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