Acle Parish Council 

Meeting Date:

Monday, 29th October 2012
Venue:


Methodist Church, Bridewell Lane, Acle
Time:



7.30 p.m.
Present:
Mrs J Clover, Mr B Coveley, Mrs L Hempsall (also district councillor) Mr B Grint, Mr J Harriss (Chairman), Mr A Hemmingway, Mr N Law, Mr R Perry,  and Mrs P Watson.





Brian Iles (County Councillor)

1. SKATEBOARD AND BMX PARK
Details of the several designs and quotations for a skateboard and BMX park at the Recreation Centre had been circulated and were available for viewing at the meeting. There was a presentation from Gravity Skateparks for a design for concrete ramps, costing £50,000.  After some discussion and questions answered by the representative, it was agreed to accept this quote from Gravity Skateparks, for construction as soon as the funding has been achieved.  Gravity will meanwhile carry out additional consultation with local young people to ensure that the design is tailored to local needs.
2.
PUBLIC FORUM 
There were four members of the public present.  Matters raised included the proposal to build on the land north of Springfield. There were no questions for District Councillor Lana Hempsall.  PCSO Paul McAllister gave a report of the seven recorded crimes during September and October.
Lana Hempsall and Nigel Law left the meeting at this point.
3.
APOLOGIES
     Mr D Burnett, Mrs L Hempsall, Mr N Law and Mrs M Steed
4.
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

Rodney Perry, Brian Grint and Barry Coveley each declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in any financial transactions with the Recreation Centre as trustees.  John Harriss declared a non-pecuniary interest in Springfield as his son lives there.  John Harriss and Pat Watson also declared that they know Debra Hurst, the candidate for co-option, but that they did not consider that this prejudiced their views in any way.
5.
MINUTES  The minutes of the meeting held on 24th September 2012 were agreed to be correct and were signed by John Harriss as Chairman of the Parish Council.
6.
MATTERS ARISING
6.1
MP Keith Simpson has sent a copy of a letter from Phil Kirby, Chief Executive at Broadland District Council wherein he shares the Parish Council’s concerns about Government proposals to relax permitted development restrictions for extensions.  BDC has stated that parish councils will be fully involved in any consultation on these proposals.
6.2
The Acle Village Team has met twice to discuss statistics about the local area and the initial findings of the consultants.  The meetings were agreed to be very interesting.  There is a consultation event for businesses on 2nd November at 5 – 7 pm and an event for residents on 3rd November from 10 – 2.
6.3
BDC inspected Mill Lane and found no evidence of dog fouling. Additional signs were put up. Likewise no evidence of dog fouling was found on the Doctor’s path between Damgate Lane and The Hill.  Some fouling was removed from the footway between De Carle Smith Road and Cardington Court. There is already a bin at this location.
6.4
Brian Iles has been pursuing the complaints about footpath no:6 and the cutting of Jubilee Meadow.

6.5
Norfolk County Council has stated that there are no plans to reduce the speed limit along A1064.

6.6
The dead wood has been cut out of the willow at the allotments.

6.7
The air conditioning unit at the Fletcher Room has been ordered but no confirmation has been received.

6.8
The crown planter on The Green has been removed and the grass re-seeded.

6.9
The hanging baskets have been removed, emptied and stored at the bowls club.  The Council thanked Brian Grint and Ian Clover for helping with this.

7.
CORRESPONDENCE

7.1
Angela Bishop has sent a request for funding for an event on 28th – 30th June 2013, called Acle Turns Back Time.  (Brian Grint and Jackie Clover declared a non-pecuniary interest as they are on the organising committee but will not benefit personally from any funding.)  It was agreed that the Parish Council would support this event.
7.2
MAGPAS - Mid Anglia General Practitioner Accident Service. After some discussion it was agreed instead to give a £200 donation to the East Anglian Air Ambulance as that is a more local service.
7.3
A revised lease between the Parish Council and Broadland District Council has been received from NPLaw; it has been amended to take into account the fact that the Methodist Church has the right to use the main car park. The Parish Council lets the car park to BDC for 12 years at £2,200 pa and will pay the rental over quarterly to the Recreation Centre Management Committee.  This was agreed and the lease was signed by John Harriss and the clerk on behalf of the Parish Council.
7.4
Councillors are allowed a copy of the full electoral roll but cannot supply it to anyone, disclose any information of make use of any information from it.

7.5
BDC sent notification that the district scored highly in the Clean Britain Award, and the judges were particularly complimentary about Acle.

7.6
Acle and district Voluntary Aid has taken delivery of two heaters which may be loaned out to residents in need of assistance.
7.7
Mr Day, the owner of The Limes contacted the clerk about some proposed changes; conversion of staff accommodation to respite accommodation.   The clerk asked him to cut back the tree which overhangs the street light and suggested fixing a light to the outside of the building.  Mr Day suggested that the front lawn could be used for community events, with the approval of the residents.
8.
PLANNING MATTERS

8.1
Plans discussed at the meeting:

i)
Mr Ollington, 27 South Walsham Road – boundary wall and gates, attached garage and dormer window.  There were no objections to the plans.
9.
HIGHWAY MATTERS

9.1
It was agreed to investigate the possibility of siting a seat at the junction of Old Road with Bridewell Lane.
9.2
Pupils at Acle Academy are to construct a rustic-style handrail at the entrance to Roman Wood.
9.3
The clerk was asked to order a 20’ Christmas tree for The Green.
9.4
It was agreed to give a donation of £40 to the Royal British Legion for the wreath, which will be laid at the war memorial on 11th November. (Jackie Clover declared an interest that is non-pecuniary interest as a member of the RBL.)
10. 
STREET LIGHTING

10.1
Replacement strings and some additional strings of lights have been ordered for the Folly Tree at £573.00.
10.2
TT Jones will be asked to inspect and re-lamp the lights along the shop fronts in time for the lights to be turned on at the beginning of December.  Tony Hemmingway will read the meters and check the time switches.
10.3
Tony Hemmingway will purchase lights for the Christmas tree on behalf of the Council.
11.
ACLE RECREATION CENTRE

11.1
Brian Grint stated that the new play equipment had been very well received and that he had seen over thirty children on the play area at one time since it reopened.
11.2
The Centre will be showing films, starting on 10th November.
11.3
The Centre has also assisted the Youth Club with the purchase of some equipment to go with a projector for the Bure Room.  The Youth Club has used £180 of its funds for this.

11.4
It was agreed that the Recreation Centre minutes would be circulated to parish councillors so that everyone is up-to-date with issues and events.
12.
RECREATIONAL FACILITIES
12.1
Play area – the concrete surface of some of the play area was found to be thinner than expected.  Additional concrete foundations were laid for the new swings.  It was noted that there are some cavities under the play area and the installers warned the Council that there might be problems. It was agreed to proceed as planned.  The installation of the main play equipment and zip wire is complete.  Two additional pieces of trim trail equipment will be installed shortly.  The work to trim the lower branches of the willow adjacent to the zip wire uncovered some rotten branches so these were removed, with a total cost of £765. The councillors agreed to pay £382 towards this cost.
12.2
Skatepark – the clerk has applied for another grant.  It is hoped that project will start in the Spring.
13.
SPRINGFIELD LAND

13.1
Alan Irvine was appointed as planning consultant and is commissioning the various reports and an architect.

13.2
Nigel Law, Lana Hempsall and the clerk met with BDC to summarise the Parish Council’s plans for the site.  It was agreed that BDC would carry out a housing needs assessment for affordable social housing and the Parish Council would ask residents at the same time for their views on the type of market housing to be built on the site.  The surveys have been distributed. Thanks to Nigel, Pat, Jackie and David who helped to deliver the surveys.
13.3
The residents who rent the north part of the land for garden have kindly agreed that the various contractors can access the land as required. They would like to continue to rent the land monthly until it is needed for development.
13.4
Mills & Reeve have inspected the deeds and are happy with them but noted a deed of grant for the electricity cable along the South boundary.

13.5
A Local Equipped Area for Play (LEAP) needs to have a buffer zone of at least 10m between the play equipment and the boundary of the adjacent houses, which can include informal play space, paths and roads etc.  It was agreed that the clerk should investigate possible play equipment for an area the size of the Recreation Centre play area.
13.6
Brian reported that staff from Norfolk Archaeology are working on site. The school has left the site.

14.
OIL PURCHASING GROUP
This is a scheme that is run in a partnership between Norfolk Rural Community Council and AF Affinity which benefits from one of the largest agricultural purchasing groups.  The aim is to provide rural communities with cheaper fuel.  A local group is set up, costing £15 p.a. subscription. Individual residents sign up to the scheme and pay for deliveries by debit or credit card, or direct debit. Residents can order on the first working day of the month for best savings, but can order any day of the month.  NRCC reported that it had been contacted by an Acle resident asking about the scheme. It was confirmed that some older houses used oil before gas was brought to the village.  It was agreed to advertise the scheme with the next Community newsletter to see what demand there is.
15.
STANDING ORDERS
The Council has adopted a new Code of Conduct, as required by the Localism Act 2011, but it can add to the Code by putting various requirements in the standing orders.
The clerk recommended the following additions to Standing Orders:

· Councillors who have a disclosable pecuniary interest are to declare it and are to withdraw from the room during the discussion and voting on that issue. (As with old-style prejudicial interests)
Government code requirements are that the interest is listed on the form and that the councillor refrains from speaking during the debate and voting.  This would not be clear to residents or councillors if someone is not speaking because of an interest or simply keeping quiet.
· Councillors who have an interest because of close family members or close friends should declare it and are to withdraw from the room during the discussion and voting on the issue if they consider their continued presence is incompatible with the Council’s code of conduct or the Seven Principles of Public Life. (Old-style prejudicial interests) e.g. planning application for family member’s house.  The Act does not address this in except to say that councillors must follow the principles of public life.
· Councillors with an interest that is not a disclosable pecuniary interest which they do not consider to be incompatible with the Council’s code of conduct or the Seven Principles of Public Life are to declare it.  They may then continue to participate in the item.  (Old style personal interests)
These three additions to Standing Orders were approved.

The clerk also reported that the Parish Council can give a dispensation to a councillor where the granting of the dispensation is in the interests of people living in the council’s area.
16.
FINANCE




     £

Receipts:

BDC – 2nd half precept



27,500.00

Geoffrey Watling – grant



  2,000.00

Reimb. costs





       13.01
Cheques for payment:

Veolia –skip hire dd




     153.02
Veolia – skip hire dd




     145.94

E.On – streetlighting dd



     581.46

E.On – streetlighting dd



     600.84

T Hemmingway – new pump



     106.80

Norfolk Pension Fund




     282.66

Andrew Creak – delivering surveys


         8.26

Jack Rumsey – delivering surveys


       16.53

Stephanie Kingston – delivering surveys

       33.05

Holly Hornagold – delivering surveys

       18.18

HM Revenue & Customs – PAYE


     510.50

P James – clerk’s fee and exps (incl youth club)
  1,704.14

Mick Ward – cleaning




     942.10

Norfolk ALC – seminar fees



       70.00

Acle Methodists – room hire



       48.00

TT Jones – lighting repairs



     399.47

Acle Society – delivering newsletters


       40.00

Garden Guardian – grasscutting


  1,042.66

Copy IT Digital – copying charge


       50.05

Hugh Crane Cleaning – Fletcher Room supplies
     118.15

Information Commissioner – DPA


       35.00
NCS – grasscutting Fletcher Room


       87.66

Apex Tree Care – willow at allotments

     350.00

East Anglian Air Ambulance – donation

     200.00

Royal British Legion – donation

    
       40.00

These payments were approved.
Savings account




99,298.00
Term investment




75,000.00

Gilts





          130,529.00






          304,827.00
John Harriss has agreed these balances to supporting statements for the quarterly check.
17.
MATTERS FOR THE NEXT MEETING – as current items
18.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING - Monday, 26th November 2012.
19. 
NEW COUNCILLOR

Debra Hurst gave a short presentation to the councillors. Debra was co-opted on to the Council with effect from the next meeting.
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