Acle Parish Council 

Meeting Date:


Monday, 29th April 2013
Venue:



Methodist Church, Bridewell Lane, Acle

Time:



7.30 p.m.

Present:
Mr D Burnett, Mrs J Clover, Mr B Coveley, Mrs L Hempsall (also district councillor) Mr B Grint, Mr J Harriss (Chairman), Mr A Hemmingway, Mrs D Hurst, Mr N Law, Mr R Perry, Mrs M Steed and Mrs P Watson





Brian Iles (County Councillor)

1.
PUBLIC FORUM 
There were seven members of the public present.  Matters raised included a proposal to build a toilet block at the tennis courts, and flooding on Reedham Road in the underpass.
District Councillor Lana Hempsall reported that the amount of Community Infrastructure Levy proposed to be charged on new housing by BDC had been reduced by the Inspector.
County Councillor Brian Iles offered to discuss the incidence of flooding with the Highways department.
PCSO Paul McAllister sent a report of seven crimes reported in Acle since the last meeting.

Alan Irvine, the Council’s planning consultant, and Evert Amador, the Council’s architect, gave an update on the plans for the Springfield land; it is hoped to submit the plans to Broadland District Council within 2 weeks.  Two reports are outstanding to complete the application.  Seventeen written comments were received at the Open Day on 16th March, with four people wanting housing locally.  Saffron Housing Association has confirmed its interest in applying with the Council, for the affordable housing.  Alan Irvine answered some questions from the public about the impact on neighbouring properties.
2.
APOLOGIES
     None.
3.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA AND REQUESTS FOR ANY DISPENSATIONS
David Burnett, Jackie Clover, Brian Grint, Nigel Law and Rodney Perry declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in any financial transactions with the Recreation Centre, as Trustees. Brian Grint also declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in the Springfield development.  John Harriss reminded the meeting that his son lives in Springfield so he has a non-pecuniary interest.  Tony Hemmingway declared an interest in the cheque for his work.
Lana Hempsall reminded the meeting that she is also a Broadland District Councillor and as such she declares a non-pecuniary interest in any matters relating to Broadland District Council which may be discussed at the meeting. 

Malika Steed reminded the meeting that she works at Acle Academy.
4.
MINUTES  The minutes of the meeting held on 25th March 2013 were agreed to be correct, and were signed by John Harriss as Chairman.
5.
MATTERS ARISING
5.1
Anglia in Bloom.  The £30 entry fee was paid. The judging day is 11th July at 10.00 am.  Volunteers are needed to help get with the competition entry and with work around the village and this will be advertised in the next Community Newsletter. The details were passed to the youth ambassadors to see if the Academy might like to get involved.
5.2
Village website.  Nigel Law is co-ordinating the specification for the website. The committee is Nigel, Jackie Clover and Barry Coveley.
5.3
Councillors reported on the recent planning training at BDC, which was felt to be very useful.
5.4
Greater Anglia agreed to get the vegetation cut back on Station Road.
5.5
Councillors attended the opening of the Acle Community Gym. The operating times have been publicised on the Parish Council website.
5.6
Acle Tennis Club – the proposed toilet block will need planning permission unless the project is run by the Parish Council and the toilets are open to the public while the courts are open.  It will also need building control approval.  A meeting will be held on 3rd May to consider this again.
6.
REPORT FROM YOUTH AMBASSADORS

Ciara Simpson, Gus Blake and Annie Baldwin gave a report; the next School Council is on 15th May. Two councillors will be invited to attend.  The students were invited to get involved with the Victorian Event on 29th June, with the creation of the new village website or something to do with the new skatepark.  The clerk has also had contact with Norwich City Community Sports Foundation which implements the National Citizen Service for young people and wants to find projects in Acle between 5th – 16th August.  Suggestions included repainting the public toilets, organising an event for AVA, working for Acle Lands Trust or a project to celebrate the opening of the new skatepark.  The ambassadors will discuss this at their School Council.
7.
CORRESPONDENCE

7.1
A formal application has been received to move the ashes of Mary Chadwick to be reinterred with the body of her late husband. This was approved.
7.2
The Norfolk Association of Local Councils has arranged a “café cluster” event at the Church Visitors Centre at Ranworth Church on Tuesday, 21st May between 2 and 4 pm.  Councillors are invited to attend to raise issues or concerns and to meet councillors and clerks from nearby parishes.
7.3
Notification has been received of the Great Yarmouth Core Strategy consultation.

7.4
BDC has sent details of the Village Games Project.

7.5
The clerk has given permission for the Acle United Youth Football Club to use the toilets and the electricity from the Fletcher Room for their event at the Primary School’s playing field in return for a small donation.

7.6
It was agreed to apply to renew the premises licence for the village centre, costing £70.
8.
PLANNING MATTERS

8.1
Plans discussed at the meeting:

i)
Dr Morgan, Monies Barn, Reedham Road – garden shed to east of building. The councillors had no objections to the plans.
8.2
Planning results from Broadland District Council:

i)
Lloyds TSB – replacement of ATM and new advert – full approval.
ii)
56 Nursery Close – reduce crown of two beech trees – full approval.
9.
HIGHWAY MATTERS
9.1
NCC Highways have given permission for hanging baskets to be fitted to lampposts where there is only the one sign for parking and that the signs may be lowered while the baskets are in place.
9.2
A letter was received complaining about the difficulty in parking in Acle, particularly when people park for the whole day and then use public transport. The clerk will contact the Borough Council of Kings Lynn and West Norfolk, which has the responsibility for parking enforcement in Broadland.
9.3
 The clerk completed an application for funding for a second Vehicle Activated Sign for A1064. The full price is £6097, but the clerk has applied for a grant of 75% of the cost.
9.4
A resident has requested a speed limit of 20 mph on Old Road between The Green and Bridewell Lane.  The clerk will contact NCC Highways.
9.5
The recent flooding in the Reedham Road underpass was discussed. The nearby culvert will be cleared out to ease the flooding. The clerk will contact NCC Highways to find out what can be done in the event of the failure of the nearby pumps.
9.6
The clerk will contact NCC Highways to ask that the Give Way lines be repainted adjacent to the Co-Op, and for new lines to be painted by the new dropped kerb opposite Crossway Terrace to remind people not to park there.
10. 
STREET LIGHTING

The contractors have carried out the annual inspection of half the lights, and have done the relevant testing for the year. The councillors accepted a quote of £1,176.37 for recommended repair work.
The contractor also reported that 10 lanterns will soon be obsolete. It was agreed to obtain a quote to replace two lanterns each year.
11.
ACLE RECREATION CENTRE

The clerk has requested a copy of the accounts for the year ended 31st December 2012.
A meeting has been arranged for 3rd May to consider a quote to install a pathway to the five-a-side football pitch and the new skatepark.  The start date for the skatepark has been delayed to 13th May.

The trustees reported that the Centre is raising money to fund a replacement kitchen behind the bar.

12.
ACLE REGATTA – 18th/19th May
The risk assessment has been completed by the committee. The Council’s insurers have confirmed that they will insure the event, as before.  Brian Grint reported that preparations are complete for the event.  Programmes are available locally.
13.
SPRINGFIELD LAND
The Committee will meet to view the revised plans prior to submission for planning permission.
The councillors heard a letter of complaint from a resident in Oxcroft who has a low wall to the rear of her property. The resident is concerned about the loss of privacy when the new houses are built.

An expression of interest in purchasing the site has been received from Badger Building.
14.
ACLE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
The Acle Neighbourhood Plan Working Group held a meeting on 24th April.  The application was submitted to BDC and the consultation with nearby stakeholders and other parishes started on 19th April and will last 6 weeks.
The Group is seeking additional members to ensure all aspects of the village are covered.  Nigel Law was appointed as chairman, with Debra Hurst as vice-chairman.  The first public consultation event will be held on 29th June. The planning consultants are applying for grants to fund the work.
15.
ACLE LANDS TRUST


Barry Coveley has resigned as trustee.  The councillors voted to appoint Nigel Law in his place.
The AGM of the Trust was held recently.  A resident has volunteered to help with the work.  Some trees have been cleared on Trust land.
16.
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
The councillors thanked Pat Watson and Debra Hurst for taking the minutes for the evening. Matters raised by the public included out-of-date adverts and notices of events being left around the village, the end parking bay on the Old Road, and traffic in and out of Mill Lane.

17.
FINANCE




   
  £

Receipts:

Donation





100.00

Acle Allotments – reimb. water


  59.31

BDC – first half precept


       28,325.00

BDC – first half for public toilets

         5,748.00

Interest on term investment



  58.90
Cheques for payment:

Anglia in Bloom fee




  30.00
Veolia – skip hire dd




158.59

E.On – electricity dd




542.69
HMRC – PAYE & NIC



373.72
P James –clerk’s fee and exps


         1,278.52

M Ward – cleaning




716.26

Norfolk Pension Fund




296.11

Justin Nudd – work at Damgate Play Area

  30.00

Ian Nicholls – work at Damgate Play Area

  30.00

Norfolk ALC – subs




377.78

Nfk Rural Community Council – subs

  20.00

Copy IT – photocopying



  63.13

Stephanie Kingston – delivering agendas

  35.70

Jack Rumsey – delivering agendas


  11.48

Acle Methodist Hall – room hire


  48.00

Norse Commercial Services – grasscutting

  89.15

ENTUA – subs




  10.00

Garden Guardian – grasscutting

         1,064.26

Broads IDB – drainage rates



  40.26

Nicholas Hancox – legal fees



510.00

Wilkersons – supplies




  50.09

D Starkings – cutting cemetery hedge

  60.00

Acle Recreation Centre – Youth Club room hire
  74.00

Smith of Derby – clock maintenance


205.20

George Taylor – work at Springfield


110.00

T T Jones – streetlighting repairs and testing
         2,528.09

Hugh Crane Cleaning – supplies


  91.11

Nfk Parish Training Partnership – training

  35.00

Zurich – health & safety advice


114.00

BDC – planning fee



         4,260.00

Savings account at 19.04.13


     106,629.81
Gilts at 05.04.13



     133,108.00






     239,737.81
David Burnett checked the balances to bank statements.  The cheques were approved for payment.
18.
MATTERS FOR THE NEXT MEETING
· It was agreed to obtain name badges for the councillors.
· The Community Resilience Plan

· The village website
19.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING - Monday, 20th May 2013.

