
	Acle Parish Council
Meeting Date: Monday, 25th February 2019
Venue: Parish Room, Norwich Road, Acle
Time: 7.00 p.m.
PUBLIC FORUM:
There were twenty-four members of the public present. Matters raised included a request for a donation for the East Coast Truckers, the closure of Barclays Bank, the poor road surface on A1064, and graffiti on the bus shelter at Barclays. Roy Himpleman introduced himself as a prospective Recreation Centre Trustee to be nominated by the Parish Council.
PRESENT: 
Chairman: Tony Hemmingway
Councillors: Sally Aldridge, Annie Bassham, Angela Bishop, Jackie Clover, Barry Coveley, Roger Jay, Jamie Pizey and Anna Wade. Also Parish Clerk, Pauline James. 
	1
	APOLOGIES 
David Burnett and Chris Linehan
County Councillor Brian Iles and District Councillor Lana Hempsall 

	2
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Barry Coveley declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in any financial transactions with the Recreation Centre, as a Trustee.  Annie Bassham, Angela Bishop and Jackie Clover are members of Acle Archive Group.  Tony Hemmingway informed the meeting that he has joined the Social Club Committee.

	3
	MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of 28th January 2019 were agreed to be correct, and were signed by Tony Hemmingway as Chairman of the Parish Council.

	4
	MATTERS ARISING

	4.1
	Acle Archive Group purchased a new computer and camera, costing £1,280. The grant paid by the Parish Council was £1,200, (being £1,000 + VAT). It was agreed to pay the outstanding £80.

	5
	CORRESPONDENCE

	5.1
	Members of Acle Community Gym gave a report. The Gym is open to anyone and costs £5 per session. The number of members is increasing slowly, but the group struggles to break even. It is estimated that about 85% of members live in Acle. The group has been in touch with Broadly Active but little financial support is available. It was agreed to give a grant of £500 towards their costs for 2019/20.

	5.2
	The Police.uk website listed 10 crimes recorded in Acle in December. 

	5.3
	The Chairman is invited to attend a celebration of the 30th Anniversary of the Broads Authority on Friday, 29th March at 6pm at The Forum.

	5.4
	Saffron Housing had suggested the following names for the new development on Leffins Lane: Crocus Way, Poppy Way, Primrose Avenue, Daisy Way, Acorn Walk, Oaks Drive. The councillors liked the names Poppy, Primrose, Daisy and Acorn, and also suggested Alder as a name. They felt that Crocus would be advertising for the company, and Oaks would be too similar to Oaks Lea, off Springfield.

	6
	PLANNING

	6.1
	Plans considered at the meeting:
i) Beighton Road Farm – conversion of farmyard and buildings to form 6 residential dwellings with gardens, landscaping and car parking (20190256). The councillors had no objections to the plans subject to confirmation that surface water would be collected on site and that water coming off the adjacent field would be dealt with, so as to avoid repeat flooding in the area.

ii) Abigail Car Repairs, Bridewell Lane – demolition of existing workshop, office and store buildings and erection of 2-storey dwelling with parking (outline) (20181634). The councillors objected to the plans. They had concerns about whether the proposed on-site parking would be adequate, about visibility when exiting the parking space, about the front door shown as being straight onto the narrow verge/roadside and whether the proposal would result in unacceptable overlooking of the adjacent property.

iii) Hillside Farm, Reedham Road – construction of 13 dwellings, 2 business units, associated drainage and external works (20190241). The councillors had no objections to the plans. They asked the clerk to find out if streetlighting would be provided for the new homes and/or Leffins Lane, and whether the speed limit on Leffins Lane would be reduced to 30mph.

iv) 12 Priory Close – single storey rear extension (20190182). There were no objections to the plans.

v) Wood Farm, Moulton St Mary – variation of condition 2 of PP20040710 (20190212). There were no objections to the plans.

	6.2
	Planning results from Broadland District Council:
i) 31 South Walsham Road – demolition of existing conservatory and erection of single storey extension (20182060) – full approval.
ii) Land adj. 27 Mill Lane – bungalow (outline) (20190011) – outline approval.

	7
	HIGHWAYS

	7.1
	Tony Hemmingway had added some grit to the bins in Priory Close and De Carle Smith Road.

	7.2
	A pothole on the A47 sliproad was reported.

	7.3
	NCC will be asked to remove the silt in the underpass after flooding.

	8
8.1
	RECREATION CENTRE
Trustee Barry Brooks gave a report: The Accounts for the year to 31st December 2018 are being prepared and will be available at the AGM on 29th March 2019. Money is invested to fund future repairs and maintenance. There is no increase in fees for 2019. Two of the tennis courts will be re-surfaced shortly, with grant funding. 

	8.2
	Memorial Garden
A quote was considered for constructing a retaining wall, path, patio and raised beds along the north side of the Recreation Centre building for £25,036, and for a veranda across part of the area, with polycarbonate roof at £14,583 or with a glass roof at £16,833, with new doors at £3,050, all plus VAT. There was some discussion about these proposals. It was agreed by a majority to pay for the wall, patio and raised beds, at £25,036. It was noted that a veranda and roof was only possible for the rear part of the paved area, rather than the whole length of the building, because of the risk of damage from footballs, so the councillors did not support this part of the project. 
(Barry Coveley left the meeting for the discussion and voting on this item, as he is a Trustee.)

	8.3
	The Council nominated nine Trustees for confirmation at the AGM: Barry Brooks, Diane Fisher, Shane Tovell, David Burnett, Barry Coveley, Dennis Fisher, Ken Gale, Tom Hiller and Roy Himpleman.  The councillors sent their thanks to the current and future Trustees.

	9
	ACLE LANDS TRUST 
The Council nominated Jackie Clover, Adam Fisher, Dennis Fisher, Ken Gale and Nigel Robson for confirmation at the AGM on 26th March.

	10
	ALLOTMENT ASSOCIATION
It was noted that there are currently 41 members, with 2 people on the waiting list for an allotment. There was a request for a new toilet, with a slab base. It was agreed to pay up to £1,000 for this. (Jamie Pizey and Roger Jay reminded the meeting that they each have an allotment.)
A change to the Association’s rules, concerning the use and storage of weedkiller was noted and approved. It was also noted that the Open Day will be held on 17th August.

	11
	BARCLAYS BANK CLOSURE
Confirmation has been received that the Acle branch of Barclays will cease trading on 17th May. CBRE will continue to manage the property, on behalf of Barclays, through to the termination of the lease with Acle Parish Council. Appropriate steps will be taken for the security and safe-keeping of the property.
The clerk was asked to write to Barclays to express the councillors’ disappointment at the closure of the branch.
(Annie Bassham left the meeting at this point.)

	12
	PROJECTS

	12.1
	Land for a cemetery: The Crane family have offered to sell the Parish Council 0.55acre at the top of Pyebush Lane, with access from the track. Cemetery Development Management Services Ltd have prepared a Tier 2 Report which considers the site to be suitable for double-depth graves.
Tony Hemmingway and the clerk met with Nicholas Crane, who agreed to assist with the work for the improvements of the track to the new cemetery.
It was agreed to approach the Environment Agency for pre-planning approval, costing an estimated  £400 - £800, then to employ Alan Irvine to apply for Planning Permission for this site.

	12.2
	Youth club: 
Anna Wade gave a report: The Active Norfolk sports activities in the main hall at the Recreation Centre continue to be successful and complement the Youth Club sessions.

	12.3
	Parking Restrictions in village centre: 
Tony Hemmingway, Sally Aldridge and the clerk met with NCC to review the objections to the scheme. There are some objections to each aspect of the scheme. NCC are to review the objections to see if there are any alternatives to assist the relevant householders.

	12.4
	Regatta: 
Roger Jay gave a report: the regatta will take place on the 18th and 19th May. A risk assessment will be completed before the event and sent to the councillors.

	12.5
	Baskets and bowser: 
Tony Hemmingway had bought some materials for the repairs to the bowser trolley.  Jackie Clover confirmed that she is willing to plant up the baskets again this year, with the assistance of Tony and Christine Hemmingway.

	12.6
	Barclays Building:
Barclays management asked for photographic evidence of the rot in the window frames, which the clerk will send.

	12.7
	Acle Pre-School Building
Tony Hemmingway and the clerk met with staff from the Pre-School and one committee member to explain the possibility of a purpose-built building on the Leffins Lane site. They were keen on the idea of a new building, but concerns included parents having to walk between the Leffins Lane site and the Primary School with different aged children. 
Brown and Co considered the site and agreed that there could be a market for a couple of small rented office spaces above the proposed building.
It was agreed to ask Crocus’s architects to draw up some designs to see how a Pre-School could be accommodated on the site, with office space above.


	13
	ELECTIONS 
Elections will be held on 2nd May for the District Council, and for the Parish Council if more than 12 people are nominated. Nomination forms are available online and the clerk will bring some forms to the March meeting.
The requirements beforehand are that the parish Councils do not promote political publicity, make references to political people or groups in press releases or arrange proactive events involving candidates. It was therefore agreed that the district and county councillors would not be invited to speak at the Annual Parish Meeting, which is hosted by the Parish Council, but that their reports could be read out by the clerk if the reports are non-political. 

	14
	REPORT ON THE PRACTITIONERS’ CONFERENCE
The clerk reported on her attendance at the recent Conference. Two topics were suggested for future consideration:
· Plastic free communities
· Action plan for the death of a senior royal

	
15
	FINANCE

	
		Receipts:
	
	         £

	42 The Street
	Rent for one month
	795.00

	44 The Street
	Rent for one month
	600.00

	Upton PC
	Reimbursement costs
	31.50

	Strumpshaw PC
	Reimbursement costs
	75.23

	Various
	Burial and memorial fees
	965.00

	Bank interest
	
	21.52

	Payments between meetings:
	
	

	SWALEC  DD
	Electricity for streetlights
	698.86

	Tony Hemmingway
	Materials for bowser
	139.19

	BeckM Carpentry
	Hatch for Archive Loft
	194.20

	Cambridge B/Soc
	Investment
	90,000.00

	Angela Bishop
	Refreshments
	12.14

	Maverick
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Rails for Archive Loft
	264.00

	PC World
	Computer equipment for Archive
	1,200.00

	LCS – E.On
	Electricity at no: 42
	48.25

	Online payments:
	
	

	Employment costs:
	
	3,721.26

	Acle Rec Centre
	Youth club room hire x 4 weeks
	96.00

	Hugh Crane Ltd
	Supplies
	22.68

	SLCC
	Clerks’ conference fee
	339.00

	T T Jones
	Streetlight repairs
	322.91

	Secker & Sons
	Materials for service at Fletcher Room
	41.99

	Flameskill
	Fletcher Room – fire check
	43.02

	Plumbright
	Repairs at toilets
	162.00

	Acle Methodists
	Room hire
	50.00

	Mills & Reeve
	Legal fees re Springfield land
	996.00

	Cheques for payment:
	
	

	Barratt & Cooke
	Annual management fee
	120.00

	Wilkersons
	Supplies
	28.39

	Methodist Church
	Room hire – Meeting and Tea & Talk
	50.00

	Balance c/f 25.02.19
	
	434,881.31

	Balances in Savings:
	
	

	Government Stocks
	
	131,822.00

	Cambridge B/Soc
	Instant access 0.15%
	91,311.50

	Lloyds Bank
	32-day notice 0.57 %
	101,019.83

	Nationwide B/Soc
	
	438.24

	Total monies
	
	759,472.88




	

	
Outstanding commitments: Parking amendments £20,000 + VAT
The monies include reserves for repairs and renewals totalling £186,832 and capital monies from the sale of the Springfield land.
It was noted that Annie Bassham had checked the January online payments to the bank statements and the clerk’s latest bank reconciliation.
Actual v Budget figures for the 11 months to 25th February were noted.
The payments were authorised. 
In accordance with the Financial Regulations, a list of recurring direct debits and standing orders was presented, noted and approved.

	
16
	MATTERS FOR NEXT MEETING
· Bench
· Dog fouling
· Litter pick
· Generator point

	17
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING –The next meeting is Monday 25th March 2019 at 7.00pm in the Methodist Meeting Room, Bridewell Lane.




There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 9.50pm.

Signed:……………………………….		25th March 2019
  	 Chairman
25.02.2019    7

