
Acle Parish Council
Meeting Date: Monday, 24th June 2024
Venue: Acle Methodist Church
at 7.00p.m. 

PRESENT: 
Jamie Pizey – Chairman
Councillors: Sally Aldridge, Sarah Carter, Jackie Clover, Indra Goodson, Tony Hemmingway, Wendy Kenny, Richard Powell, Jess Royal and David Stephenson.
Also, Parish Clerk Pauline James and Deputy Clerk Fiona Richardson.
There were seven members of the public present. PC Jackie Chambers gave a report on recent work in the village and local issues. 
District and County Councillor Lana Hempsall was not present and had not sent a report.
	1
	APOLOGIES 
Barry Coveley (arrived later).

	2
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Jackie Clover and Jamie Pizey reminded the meeting that they are Trustees of Acle Recreation Centre.  
All councillors reconfirmed their acceptance of the Council’s Code of Conduct and agreed to check and update their Register of Interests.

	3
	MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of 20th May 2024 were agreed to be correct, and were signed by Jamie Pizey, as Chairman of the Parish Council.

	4
	ACLE RECREATION CENTRE

	
	Trustee Barry Brooks gave a report; some repairs are needed for the roof and the balance of the Parish Council’s allocated budget of £7,500 will be used for this purpose. A contract has been signed for the feed in tariff for the solar panels. It was noted that it would not be possible for the Men’s Shed to store pallets behind their building, because of a risk of fire for the main building, but a space had been allocated for this, elsewhere on the grounds. There is a need to replace the boiler for the Indoor Bowls area and Barry asked that this be on the agenda for the next meeting, to ask for a grant towards the cost, expected to be about £15,000.




	5
	CLERKS’ REPORT

	
	The parish clerk had circulated a report to all the councillors in advance of the meeting and will post a public version on the website. The contents of the report were noted and adopted. A public copy is appended to these minutes.

	5.1
	Cemeteries:
The various options for supplying water to the cemetery had all proved to be very expensive. It was therefore agreed to revert to the provision of water butts. The deputy clerk will investigate sizes and prices, and how to reduce the likelihood of legionella.

	5.2
	Brian Grint Centre and Chocolate Box:
The advert for the shop is now being advertised by East Commercial. It was agreed to reduce the advertised rent if there is no interest.
Noticeboard: The deputy clerk will meet with Jackie Clover and Sally Aldridge to consider sizes and locations, for the display of archive photos. There also needs to be some ownership signage, with contact details for the Council.

	5.3
	Folly Tree House:
It was agreed to move discussion to private session at the end of the meeting.

	5.4
	Public Toilets:
The majority of work to the public toilets has been completed. The contractors are still awaiting delivery of the new steel doors.  It was noted that the works were for general repairs, including roof repairs, not a full refurbishment. The councillors were disappointed that there was not more refurbishment of the inside and it was agreed to investigate options for replacing the tiles.  The clerk advised the meeting that BDC is currently drafting an up-to-date contract for the delegated function.
CCTV has been installed in the toilets. The deputy clerk will find out more about how this is monitored and by whom.

	5.5
	Request for a donation from Acle Methodist Church:
A donation had requested towards the cost of a replacement boiler, costing £8,389, including VAT. Given that the building is used by many local community groups and clubs, it was agreed to give a donation of £1,000.

	5.6
	Hustings:
The councillors thanked Sarah Carter for chairing the recent very successful hustings, and the deputy clerk for organising it.

	5.7
	Summer Markets:
Two local people have been employed to put up and take down the market stalls each week. This was noted.

	5.8
	 Legislation was introduced recently which bans the cutting of hedgerows on agricultural land between 1st March and 31st August, where a hedgerow is more than 20m long, with gaps of 20m or less in its length. This was noted.
It is permitted to cut a hedgerow where:
 - The hedgerow overhangs a highway, road or footpath over which there is a public or private right of way and the overhanging hedgerow:  
·        obstructs the passage of users 
·        is a danger to users  
·        obstructs the view of users 
·        obstructs the light from a public lamp  
· The hedgerow is dead, diseased, damaged or insecurely rooted. And because of its condition, it or part of it, is likely to cause danger by falling on to a highway, road or footpath. 


	5.9
	The Benefice of Acle and Bure to Yare has invited local environmental groups to put up a display at a Celebrating Nature on Sunday, 8th September.

	5.10
	Wendy Kenny offered to review the Plastic Free Acle and Refill schemes, which have lapsed.

	6
	REPLACEMENT FLETCHER ROOM
The project will be advertised on Contract Finder, inviting contractors to put together a two-roomed building suitable for the available space.

	7
	PLANNING

	7.1
	Planning application received between meetings:
2024/1299 Clover Cottage – realignment of dropped kerb – the committee had no objections to the plans.

	7.2
	Update to Neighbourhood Plan:
It was agreed to investigate local planning consultants who might be interested in helping with the renewal of Acle’s Neighbourhood Plan. A working party will be set up.

	


8.1
	FINANCE REPORT
The finance report had been shared with all councillors in advance of the meeting:

	
		Receipts:
	
	                £

	42 The Street
	Rent 
	765.00

	44 The Street
	Rent
	600.00

	Various
	Burial and memorial fees
	700.00

	Broadland DC
	Lottery for foodbank
	14.00

	Allotment Association
	Refund of water costs
	256.75

	Lloyds
	Bank interest, monthly
	164.58

	Unit 4
	Recharge of electricity costs
	954.85

	Unit 2
	Recharge of electricity costs
	900.00

	Gov’t Stocks
	Interest on investment
	614.45

	Market
	Stall fees 13.06.24
	136.00

	Payments made:
	
	

	Total DD
	Electricity at public toilets 
	54.84

	SSE DD
	Electricity for streetlights
	619.10

	Comm-Tech DD
	Broadband at BGC x 2
	90.60

	EDF DD
	Electricity at BGC
	24.47

	EDF DD
	Electricity at FTH
	1,785.88

	Telecoms World DD
	Phone for foodbank
	18.79

	Siemens DD
	Copier rental
	205.26

	Hugh Crane Ltd
	Consumables
	177.91

	S Kitchener
	Plants
	111.00

	Tesco Mobile
	Fiona’s phone
	24.99

	Screwfix
	Stepladders
	103.55

	East Surveyors
	Advertising of BGC shop
	360.00

	J Belgrave-Lock
	PA-testing for markets
	10.00

	Nfk Paving
	On account for garden
	2,000.00

	Invoices for Payment:
	
	

	Various
	Employment costs
	7,890.27

	Garden Guardian
	Grasscutting
	1,990.37

	Acle Rec Centre	
	Room hire youth club
	93.75

	Brenda Berry
	Plants for war memorial
	24.99

	T T Jones
	Lighting repairs
	48.46

	T T Jones
	Inspection and clean
	1,857.99

	Moulton Nurseries
	Plants
	14.39

	Methodist Church 
	Room hire x 2
	156.00

	Jen Taylor
	Various works
	465.00

	S Kitchener
	Plants
	98.00

	Rob Chapman
	Repairs at Fletcher Room
	72.00

	Mills & Reeve
	Legal fees 
	748.44

	Balance c/f 24.06.24
	
	129,761.02

	Balances in Savings:
	
	

	Government Stocks
	Gilts (at latest valuation)
	51,757.00

	BDC
	Parish investment scheme
	226,255.00

	Total monies
	
	407,773.02

	Loan
	Acle Recreation Centre
	7,500.00

	
	
	415,273.02

	
	
	




	








	Invoices for the proposed June payments had been shared with the councillors in advance of the meeting. May’s payments, all payments made between meetings, and the clerk’s bank reconciliation as at 24th May 2024 were checked to bank statements by Jackie Clover.

A report of Actual v Budget for the three months to June 2024 was shared with the councillors. 
The payments were approved.

	9
	ENVIRONMENT

	9.1
	Air pollution monitoring: It was noted that BDC has recently purchased air pollution monitoring equipment. The deputy clerk will contact them to find out if it could be sited in Acle, and ask for advice about how to improve air quality in the village. The deputy clerk will find out prices of the various equipment that is available. 
Jess Royal advised that each district councillor had been provided with details of their ward’s air quality so the deputy clerk will ask Lana Hempsall for Acle’s statistics.

	
	Biodiversity Working Party – Terms of reference:
Objective: To establish ways to promote, protect, and enhance biodiversity within the Parish of Acle and review opportunities to link up Green Corridors to surrounding villages.

Purpose: To serve as a collaborative platform for stakeholders to discuss, share knowledge, plan and propose biodiversity initiatives to Acle Parish Council (APC).  If initiatives are agreed by APC this group is to implement and monitor the initiatives progress.
Up to £200 may be spent on projects approved by APC without further approval. Invoices and receipts to be presented to the parish clerk as soon as possible.
Regular reporting to APC, with a standing item on the agenda.
This was approved.

	
	Barry Coveley entered the meeting at this point.

	10
	YOUTH CLUB
It was noted that several sessions had been cancelled by YMCA because of staffing issues. The missed weeks will be added on to the end of the current contract so as to extend the service.
Numbers of those attending the sessions have been requested.

	11
	HIGHWAYS

	11.1
	NCC got in touch about the works to improve the accessibility of the bus stop in The Street. The work is now programmed for 21st October. They say that it is expected that the works will take four weeks to complete (two weeks for the surfacing element and two weeks for the bus stop improvement works). The bus stop improvement works will be completed first under give/take lights and the following two weeks will involve the resurfacing which will be completed overnight to reduce disruption.
They have suggested that the new bus shelter could be put in earlier as it does not affect the works on the highway. This could be done in early September. The shelter would be approximately 5300mm (L) x 2000mm (W) x 2400mm (H). This was agreed.

	11.2
	Reducing speeds in village to 20mph on certain roads:
NCC stated: There are two types of 20mph speed reduction - zones and limits. The areas in the village would not qualify for 20mph zones or 20mph limits under NCC Highways and national guidelines. Zones need traffic calming which would be inappropriate in a rural hub town such as Acle (and undesirable given the associated decrease in air quality). 20mph speed limits have a complex array of considerations which would not be met in these locations.


	11.3
	Poor visibility on exit of Damgate Lane:
NCC stated: The fence (to the north of the junction) is a private matter, it is an acceptable height. There are no interventions NCC Highways can take here.

	11.4
	Removing H-bars on Reedham Road:
NCC Highways will not remove the H-bars as they say it would be a poor use of resources. It was agreed to ask Lana Hempsall if she could fund this using her county councillor’s highways allowance.

	11.5
	Clearing weeds from verges on The Street, Main Trunk Roads and A47 slip road:
The deputy clerk has contacted NCC Highways and Highways England to see if they will clear some of the weeds from the verges.  

	11.6
	The clerks were asked to report that the centre line of Leffins Lane remained slippery after resurfacing works.

	11.7
	A noxious smell at the Co-Op car park will be reported to BDC.

	11.8
	It was agreed to purchase a cheap trolley, or similar, to facilitate the transportation of water for the floral displays.

	12
	CO-OPTION POLICY
This was adopted.

	13
	CO-OPTION OF NEW COUNCILLOR

	
	Tim Brown spoke about why he would like to be a parish councillor and what his local interests were.

	14
	NEXT MEETING
The next Council meeting is Monday, 29th July 2024, at 7.00pm 


	14.1
	Items for the next agenda:
· Boiler for Indoor Bowls


	
	At this point it was resolved under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 to exclude members of the public to discuss the co-option of a new councillor and the management of the Council’s property.


	15.1
	The councillors considered the candidate for co-option. It was agreed unanimously to co-opt Tim Brown.
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