
Acle Parish Council
Meeting Date: Wednesday, 28th August 2024
Venue: Brian Grint Centre
at 7.00p.m. 

PRESENT: 
Jamie Pizey – Chairman
Councillors: Sally Aldridge, Tim Brown, Sarah Carter, Jackie Clover, Barry Coveley, Indra Goodson, Tony Hemmingway, Wendy Kenny, Richard Powell, Jess Royal and David Stephenson.
Also, Parish Clerk Pauline James and Assistant Clerk Kristina Smyth.
There were no members of the public present. 
Before the meeting started, there were online presentations from two planning consultancy groups, Compass Point (Rachel Leggett, Andrea Long and Emma Harrison) and Collective Community Planning (Mark Thompson). 
	1
	APOLOGIES 
None

	2
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
David Stephenson, Fletcher Room – his wife works for Acle Pre-School, a tenant of the building. Tim Brown, Fletcher Room - Trustee of Acle Pre-School. 

	3
	INSURANCE
The deputy clerk had obtained quotes from four companies. It was agreed to accept the quote from Zurich, at £3,369, for a three-year agreement. 

	4
	BGC SHOP UNIT
There have been two offers to take a new 6-year lease at £10,000pa, with a 3-year tenant break or rent review; RSPCA East Norfolk Branch (Charity Number: 206296), for a second-hand goods shop, and Jessica Taylor, who has traded as a dog groomer for 5 years. It was agreed that either would be a good tenant, but it was decided to accept the offer from Jessica Taylor. It was noted that she would require to connect through a water supply and drainage from the rear kitchenette area into the front retail part. 
It was agreed:
·  that the parking area to the side of the building may be used by the tenant, by arrangement, but not by customers.
· To give the first month rent free, to allow the tenant to fit out the building as required, but to ask for a deposit of one month’s rent
· To require all alterations to be agreed in advance 
· To include the rear yard in the area leased 
The deputy clerk will confirm this with the agent and appoint the Council’s solicitor to draft the lease.

	5
	REVIEW OF ACLE’S NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
It was agreed that both consultancy groups were clearly very experienced and competent but, after some discussion, it was agreed to appoint Compass Point to assist with the review of Acle’s Neighbourhood Plan and to request monthly meetings, to move the process along, which will report to the full Council meetings.
The working party was agreed to be Sarah Carter, David Stephenson, Tim Brown and Jess Royal. The deputy clerk will be in charge of the administration of the process and will apply for grants. The parish clerk will attend all meetings. The assistant clerk will attend meetings which concern the Fletcher Room and Youth Club, and other areas where she is actively involved.
It was noted that the estimate from Compass Point for the review was £16,600. The deputy clerk will apply for grants from Locality (up to £10,000) and Broadland District Council (up to £6,000). Any shortfall or overspend would be paid for out of reserves earmarked for village facilities and/or any underspend on other earmarked reserves.

	6
	PLANNING

	6.1
	3-4 Calthorpe Cottages – individual 10mm acrylic letters on locators 2024/2193. The councillors supported the plans.

	6.2
	22 Fishley View – conversion of garage with infill extension and erection of front porch 2024/2341. The councillors had no objections to the plans.

	6.3
	Between meetings there was an application for revised plans for the former Police station, (2024/0077), with single storey homes put forward in front of the building, rather than the two-storey homes which were put forward previously. The councillors on the planning committee supported the reduction in height for these buildings. Jess Royal asked for bicycle storage provision to be included and a TPO on the remaining trees.


	7
	TO EXCLUDE THE PUBLIC
At this point it was resolved under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 to exclude members of the public to discuss the management of the Council’s property.

	8
	RE-FELTING FOLLY TREE HOUSE
The deputy clerk had obtained three quotes. 
It was agreed to accept the quote from AW Roofing Ltd., for 17,877 and the removal of the chimney stack for £600. It was noted that the price does not include any requirements for additional work revealed when the current roof is removed. 

	9
	REPLACEMENT FLETCHER ROOM
The assistant clerk presented a summary of the seven tenders submitted for the replacement community building. Two tenders were preferred by the councillors, with a third as a reserve. It was agreed that a working party of Tony Hemmingway, Barry Coveley, Sarah Carter, Tim Brown, David Stephenson and Sally Aldridge would review the tenders in greater detail so that any questions could be raised by the assistant clerk. The working party was authorised to choose one of these three tenders if all questions were satisfied. It was agreed that the Council would make payments on account at the relevant stages, but would require a small retention at the completion of the building to use for any repairs of adjustments required.

	10
	NEXT MEETING
The next Council meeting is scheduled for Monday, 30th September 2024, at 7.00pm 



	
	




There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 9.00pm.





Signed:……………………………….		Dated:………………………
  Chair
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