
Acle Parish Council
Meeting Date: Monday, 28th October 2024
Venue: Acle Methodist Church
at 7.00p.m. 

PRESENT: 
Chairman: Jamie Pizey
Councillors: Sally Aldridge, Jackie Clover, Barry Coveley, Indra Goodson, Tony Hemmingway, Jess Royal and David Stephenson.
Also Parish Clerk Pauline James and Deputy Clerk Fiona Richardson 
There were six members of the public present. Matters raised included the replacement of the Fletcher Room and the use by the room by Acle Pre-School.
	1
	APOLOGIES 
Tim Brown, Sarah Carter and Wendy Kenny,
Richard Powell gave his apologies later

	2
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Jackie Clover, Barry Coveley and Jamie Pizey - Trustees of Acle Recreation Centre 
David Stephenson – his wife works for Acle Pre-School, which is the main tenant of the Fletcher Room
David Stephenson – planning application for 3 Mill Crescent

	3
	MINUTES
The minutes of the meetings of 30th September 2024 were agreed to be correct, and were signed by Jamie Pizey, as Chairman of the Parish Council.

	4
	ACLE RECREATION CENTRE

	
	Trustee Barry Brooks gave a short report on the clubs and the finances.

	5
	CLERKS’ REPORT

	
	The parish clerk had circulated a report to all the councillors in advance of the meeting and will post a public version on the website. The contents of the report were noted and adopted. A public copy is appended to these minutes.

	5.1
	Cemeteries:
Nothing further to report.

	5.2
	Brian Grint Centre and Retail Unit:

	5.2.1
	The Head Lease between Acle Parish Council and Acle Borderland Trust, and the Underlease for the new tenant are being prepared and will be sent to the prospective tenant as soon as possible.

	5.2.2
	The Fire Risk Assessment has been done and the recommendations carried out. Assessments will henceforth be done every five years, unless there are material changes to the building.

	5.3
	Folly Tree House:

	5.3.1
	The enclosures for the bin stores have been completed.

	5.3.2
	The Fire Risk Assessment has been done and the recommendations carried out. Assessments will henceforth be done every five years, unless there are material changes to the building.

	5.3.3
	The tenants in one of the retail units wishes to surrender the lease – this was discussed in private session at the end of the meeting.

	5.3.4
	The tenants in one of the flats have given notice – this was discussed in private session at the end of the meeting.

	5.4
	Public Toilets:

	5.4.1
	There have been issues with the lock for the disabled toilet. Broadland District Council has asked the contractor to return to fix it. A notice has been fixed to the door to advise people not to use it.

	5.5
	Replacement Fletcher Room Community Building:

	5.5.1
	The parish clerk and assistant clerk met with Norfolk County Council Early Years officers and the Chairman and Administrator of the Pre-School. NCC had suggested that they might be able to fund the new building but have since confirmed that this will not be possible. NCC have now told Norfolk Property Services to proceed with the new ground lease so that the Parish Council can place the order for the building. 
The working group met with the preferred contractor, Anmer.
It was agreed that the order for the building could be placed once the ground lease has been agreed, so long as it permits use of the building by community groups. It was noted that the order would be placed before obtaining planning permission.

	5.6
	It was agreed to give a donation of £50 to the Royal British Legion.

	5.7
	It was noted that MAP will take over the running of the Youth Club from 5th November.

	5.8
	The Harassment Policy was agreed and adopted.

	5.9
	The Government is consulting on allowing councils to determine their own approach to virtual meetings and proxy voting.  The proposed reforms align with SLCC’s position that remote meeting options are essential for:
· Enabling participation from those with caring responsibilities
· Supporting councillors managing illness or disability
· Increasing diversity in local democracy
· Enhancing accessibility to local decision-making

It was agreed to support virtual meetings and proxy voting.

	5.10
	The Council’s Action Plan was considered in private session as it impinges on discussion of the clerks’ workload.

	6
	PLANNING

	6.1.1
	The Nutshell, 23 Damgate Lane – single storey rear extension (20242905).  There were no objections to the plans.

	6.1.2
	3 Mill Crescent – installation of air source heat pump (20243124). (David Stephenson left the room and took no part in the discussion or voting.) There were no objections to the plans.

	7
	REVIEW OF ACLE’S NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

	7.1
	Members of the steering group attended a Workshop Day on 19th October. A list of which policies will be removed, which updated and which will be new was noted.

	7.2
	The deputy clerk was successful in applying for a £10,000 grant from Groundworks and £6,000 from Broadland District Council.

	7.3
	It was suggested that Acle Bridge Inn should be put forward to be an Asset of Community Value. This was agreed. The deputy clerk will start the process.

	7.4
	Members of Acle Academy are keen to meet to discuss input into the Plan. The clerk will arrange a meeting.

	


8.1
	FINANCE REPORT
The finance report had been shared with all councillors in advance of the meeting:

	
		Receipts:
	
	                £

	BDC
	Community infrastructure levy
	3,544.24

	BDC
	Public toilets management fee 50%
	7,474.00

	BDC
	Public toilets management fee 40%
	6,215.20

	BDC
	Grant for neighbourhood plan
	4,500.00

	Groundworks
	Grant for neighbourhood plan
	10,000.00

	42 The Street
	Rent 
	665.00

	44 The Street
	Rent 
	625.00

	Various
	Burial and memorial fees
	55.00

	Broadland DC
	Lottery for foodbank 
	15.00

	Lloyds
	Bank interest, monthly
	123.77

	Acle Rec Centre
	Loan repayment – annual
	1,875.00

	Unit 3 
	Recharge of electricity costs
	103.94

	Unit 1
	Recharge of electricity costs
	1,541.83

	Payments made:
	
	

	Total DD
	Electricity at public toilets 
	56.56

	SSE DD
	Electricity for streetlights
	639.75

	Comm-Tech DD
	Broadband at BGC 
	50.08

	EDF DD
	Electricity at BGC 
	33.17

	Wave
	Water at public toilets
	219.13

	Anglian Water
	Water at allotments
	126.15

	EDF
	Electricity at FTH on account
	2,000.00

	Telecoms World DD
	Phone for foodbank 
	19.16

	Acle Rec Centre
	Room hire youth club
	150.00

	Barnsley Locks
	Lock and keys
	12.48

	Acle Methodist
	Donation towards boiler
	1,000.00

	Acle Methodist 
	Room hire
	72.00

	Various
	Foodbank purchases
	110.28

	Brundall Home 
	Padlocks
	40.97

	British Gas
	Electricity at Unit 5
	222.55

	Screwfix
	Lock for archive door
	63.98

	Tesco Mobile
	Phone charges x 2
	51.63

	Roar electrical
	Checking supply to Christmas tree
	70.00

	Road Electrical
	Repairing supply to Christmas tree
	286.87

	Nfk Home Services
	Repairs to boiler at Flat 44
	60.00

	Invoices for Payment:
	
	

	Various
	Employment costs and expenses
	8,335.08

	Garden Guardian
	Grasscutting
	1,990.37

	Hugh Crane Ltd
	Consumables
	191.08

	BDC
	Rates for Unit 5
	567.83

	Flameskill
	Fire risk assessment and inspection
	510.00

	Compass Point 
	Neighbourhood Planning Consultant
	638.70

	Community Heartbeat
	Replacement battery etc
	401.94

	Justin Nudd
	Hedge at allotments
	380.00

	Balance c/f 28.10.24
	
	193,755.07

	Balances in Savings:
	
	

	HMRC
	VAT due to Council
	4,120.93

	Government Stocks
	Gilts (at latest valuation)
	51,499.00

	BDC
	Parish investment scheme
	226,255.00

	Total monies
	
	475,630.00

	Loan
	Acle Recreation Centre
	5,625.00

	
	
	481,255.00




	










	
Invoices for the proposed October payments had been shared with the councillors in advance of the meeting. September’s payments, all payments made between meetings, and the clerk’s bank reconciliations as at 24th September, and 14th and 25th October 2024 were checked to bank statements by Jess Royal.

A report of Actual v Budget for the seven months to October 2024 was shared with the councillors. 
The payments were approved.

	9
	ENVIRONMENT

	9.1
	The clerk had shared information on Local Nature Recovery Strategies -  “a nationwide strategy to create space for nature to thrive”. This could support the Neighbourhood Plan policies.

	9.2
	The clerk had shared document on climate change and carbon footprint with the councillors.

	10
	HIGHWAYS

	10.1
	A pothole will be reported to NCC Highways.

	10.2
	The road re-surfacing in The Street will be done shortly. 

	10.3
	The deputy clerk was asked to investigate whether the old bus shelter from Folly Tree House could be re-sited on the A47 sliproad.

	11
	NEXT MEETING
The next Council meeting is scheduled for Monday, 25th November 2024, at 7.00pm.

Items for agenda
· None.
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