
Acle Parish Council
Meeting Date: Monday, 25th November 2024
Venue: Acle Methodist Church
at 7.00p.m. 

PRESENT: 
Chairman: Jamie Pizey
Councillors: Sally Aldridge, Tim Brown, Sarah Carter, Jackie Clover, Indra Goodson, Tony Hemmingway, Wendy Kenny, Richard Powell, Jess Royal and David Stephenson (arrived later)
Also Parish Clerk Pauline James and Deputy Clerk Fiona Richardson 
There were six members of the public present. Matters raised included the forthcoming Winter Beer Festival and designating Roman Wood as a County Wildlife site. Three people who are standing at the County Council elections in May 2025 introduced themselves.
	1
	APOLOGIES 
Barry Coveley

	2
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Jackie Clover and Jamie Pizey - Trustees of Acle Recreation Centre 
David Stephenson – his wife works for Acle Pre-School, which is the main hirer of the Fletcher Room

	3
	MINUTES
The minutes of the meetings of 28th October 2024 were agreed to be correct, and were signed by Jamie Pizey, as Chairman of the Parish Council.

	4
	ACLE RECREATION CENTRE

	
	Trustee Barry Brooks gave a short report: Broadland District Council has designated the Recreation Centre as its evacuation centre in the event of an emergency. The Centre has been successful in applying for a grant for £7,500 towards the new boiler for the Indoor Bowls. The kitchen in the Bure Room has been upgraded. The adult exercise equipment has been delivered and will be installed in Spring.

	5
	CLERKS’ REPORT

	
	The parish clerk had circulated a report to all the councillors in advance of the meeting and will post a public version on the website. The contents of the report were noted and adopted. A public copy is appended to these minutes.

	5.1
	Cemeteries:
The clerks are meeting with The Conservation Volunteers who may be able to assist with the preparation of the new cemetery, for a low fee.

	
	David Stephenson arrived at this point

	5.2
	Brian Grint Centre and Retail Unit:

	5.2.1
	The deputy clerk continues to correspond with British Gas Lite about the last electricity bill before the transfer of the account to EDF. 

	5.2.2
	There have been several enquiries about hiring the Brian Grint Centre.  One regular monthly booking has been made for next year, and a second is expected shortly.  Councillors were reminded not to enter the building without first checking if there is anyone else currently using the rooms.

	5.2.3
	The assistant clerk has made some improvements to the space, including the new tables for the meeting room. Hirers receive an information sheet with access and use details, and details of the fire procedures.  Second screens and laptop risers have been purchased for the deputy and assistant clerks, to improve their working conditions in the Council office.

	5.2.4
	Lease negotiations for the retail unit are ongoing but going well.  

	5.3
	Folly Tree House:

	5.3.1
	The deputy clerk continues to correspond with EDF about the smart meter not working for the building.

	5.3.2
	Negotiations have continued for an assignment of the lease for Unit 2. (This was considered further in private session).

	5.3.3
	There is a new tenant arranged for Flat 42, to sign the joint lease with one of the current tenants. (This was considered further in private session).

	5.4
	Public Toilets:

	5.4.1
	Barry Coveley will replace the lock on one of the cubicle doors. If this is successful then the other locks will be replaced.

The lock on the disabled toilet has been replaced.

	5.5
	Replacement Fletcher Room Community Building:

	5.5.1
	The draft reversionary lease for the site has been received from NP Law, and has been sent to the Parish Council’s solicitor for review.  The lease extends the currently ground lease from the end of that lease, 18th May 2026, until 17th May 2051. The use of the building is for listed community groups and for other community groups as agreed with the headteacher, as before. This was noted.
The councillors suggested other community groups which could be included on the approved list, to reduce the need to check with the headteacher.

	5.5.2
	A Service Level Agreement has been received from the preferred contractor, Anmer. 
£330,950 in total. 30% deposit has to be paid upon signing the agreement. This was agreed.
The assistant clerk is meeting with Anmer tomorrow to finalise the layout, dates and timeline.

	5.5.3
	Plans will be submitted as soon as site survey is completed.

	5.5.4
	The Mancroft Advice Project (MAP) took over the running of the youth club on 5th November.

	5.6
	The contract for taking on the 27 footway lights at the Glover Road site has been signed by Jamie Pizey, on behalf of the Parish Council. The Parish Council will receive £1,000 per light towards future maintenance. 

	5.7
	The 80th anniversary of VE Day and VJ Day is 2025. Jackie Clover, Indra Goodson, Wendy Kenny and Sally Aldridge offered to consider organising an event in the village. There are grants available but applications need to be completed shortly.

	6
	PLANNING

	6.1.1
	Industrial site, Station Approach - removal of the existing 17.5m monopole, supporting 3 no. antennas on an open headframe, 2 no. relocated electric meter cabinets and the installation of a replacement 22.5m monopole, supporting 6 no. antennas on a new open headframe, 1 no. new transmission dish, 1 no. re-located transmission dish, 1 no. equipment cabinet and ancillary development thereto including 15 no. Remote Radio Heads 2024/3349
There were no objections to the plans.

	6.2
	Decisions by Broadland District Council:

	6.2.1
	The Nutshell, 23 Damgate Lane – single storey rear extension (20242905).  Prior approval not required.

	6.2.2
	Calthorpe House, 40 Old Road (2024/2962) - Number of hollies - coppice down ground level – approved.

	7
	REVIEW OF ACLE’S NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

	7.1
	Members of the steering group met to consider the Character Appraisal, the proposed Objectives and draft questions for the household survey. The draft data profile has also been received. There are meetings scheduled with AECOM, to discuss a Housing Needs Assessment and a Design Code for the village. The next meeting is on 2nd December.

	7.2
	

	



8.1
	FINANCE REPORT
The finance report had been shared with all councillors in advance of the meeting:

	
		Receipts:
	
	                £

	Upton PC
	Reimbursement of costs
	18.45

	42 The Street
	Rent 
	930.00

	44 The Street
	Rent 
	625.00

	Various
	Burial and memorial fees
	135.00

	Broadland DC
	Lottery for foodbank 
	12.00

	Lloyds
	Bank interest, monthly
	171.45

	HMRC
	VAT refund
	3,780.42

	Unit 2
	Recharge of electricity costs
	3,362.87

	Payments made:
	
	

	Total DD
	Electricity at public toilets 
	58.83

	SSE DD
	Electricity for streetlights
	619.10

	Comm-Tech DD
	Broadband at BGC 
	50.08

	EDF DD
	Electricity at BGC 
	40.17

	EDF
	Electricity at FTH
	4,488.55

	Telecoms World DD
	Phone for foodbank 
	19.08

	Acle Rec Centre
	Room hire youth club
	156.25

	Geoxphere
	Mapping subs
	183.60

	Royal British Legion
	Donation
	50.00

	Rachel Leggett
	Neighbourhood Plan work
	1,025.20

	Various
	Foodbank purchases
	5.85

	Sharp Copy IT
	Copying
	16.51

	British Gas
	Electricity at Unit 5
	89.78

	Viking Direct
	Stationery
	112.13

	Various
	Stationery and office supplies
	107.28

	Roar electrical
	Electrical work at Fletcher Room
	333.74

	Broadland DC
	Dog bin emptying, annual
	1,148.16

	Broadland DC
	Litter bin emptying, annual
	1,435.20

	GoPak
	Tables for BGC
	570.31

	Invoices for Payment:
	
	

	Various
	Employment costs and expenses
	9,217.98

	Garden Guardian
	Grasscutting
	1,990.37

	MAP
	Youth club to 31.3.2025
	3,995.00

	BDC
	Rates for Unit 5
	566.00

	Flameskill
	Fire risk assessment and inspection
	600.00

	SLCC
	Subscription
	240.00

	Norfolk Pest
	Allotments
	50.00

	Sharp Copy IT
	
	25.97

	Acle Methodist
	Room hire
	60.00

	Balance c/f 25.11.24
	
	173,580.14

	Balances in Savings:
	
	

	HMRC
	VAT due to Council
	1,948.50

	Government Stocks
	Gilts (at latest valuation)
	51,499.00

	BDC
	Parish investment scheme
	226,255.00

	Total monies
	
	453,282.64

	Loan
	Acle Recreation Centre
	5,625.00

	
	
	458,907.64




	











	
Invoices for the proposed November payments had been shared with the councillors in advance of the meeting. October’s payments, all payments made between meetings, and the clerk’s bank reconciliation as at 18th November 2024 were checked to bank statements by Sally Aldridge and Indra Goodson.

A report of Actual v Budget for the eight months to November 2024 had been shared with the councillors. 

The payments were approved.

	9
	ENVIRONMENT

	9.1
	Jess Royal will review the documents in the Neighbourhood Plan which relate to environment. Richard Powell is waiting for the up-to-date map in order to plot all the village areas.

	9.2
	Jess Royal and Sally Aldridge reported on a site visit at the dualling of the A47.

	9.3
	Richard Powell continues to correspond with Broadland District Council to try to get some protection for the ancient hedgerow in Damgate Lane.

	10
	HIGHWAYS

	10.1
	It was agreed that the old bus shelter at Folly Tree House would be too old to re-use at the site on the eastbound A47 sliproad. The preferred option is to buy the second-hand bus shelter from Upton Parish Council. The deputy clerk had not found many buses that appear to stop at this location and will contact Norfolk County Council for further information.

	10.2
	TT Jones have been out to check all the Christmas lights and have made various repairs.  They have put up new Christmas lights on the Chinese Takeaway.  The lights will be turned on this coming weekend.
A Christmas tree for The Green and one for Folly Tree House have been booked. Adam Fisher will co-ordinate putting up the trees.

	10.3
	The councillors discussed whether to run Summer Markets in some form, given that the clerks do not have the hours to run markets. Indra Goodson offered to make some enquiries and consider options for a successful market.

	11
	NEXT MEETING
The next Council meeting is scheduled for Monday, 16th December 2024, at 7.00pm.

The finance working party meeting to discuss the budget is Monday, 9th December.

Items for agenda for the next meeting:
· VE Day event
· Winter Beer Festival
· Summer Markets
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