
Acle Parish Council
Meeting Date: Monday, 27th January 2025
Venue: Acle Methodist Church
at 7.00p.m. 

PRESENT: 
Chairman: Jamie Pizey
Councillors: Sally Aldridge, Tim Brown, Jackie Clover, Barry Coveley, Tony Hemmingway, 
Wendy Kenny, Richard Powell and Jess Royal
Also Parish Clerk Pauline James and Deputy Clerk Fiona Richardson
There were seven members of the public present. Matters raised included the proposed devolution scheme for the county, damage to the play area verge at Beighton Road and work in The Street.
Robert Norman from Galliford Try Infrastructure attended the meeting to speak about progress with A47 dualling. 
	1
	APOLOGIES 
Sarah Carter, Indra Goodson and David Stephenson

	2
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Jackie Clover, Barry Coveley and Jamie Pizey - Trustees of Acle Recreation Centre 

	3
	MINUTES
The minutes of the meetings of 16th December 2024 were agreed to be correct, and were signed by Jamie Pizey, as Chairman of the Parish Council.

	4
	ACLE RECREATION CENTRE

	4.1
	Trustee Barry Brooks gave a short report including grants received from Broadland District Council and other grant funders. The Centre’s Accounts have been prepared.

	4.2
	The cost of repairs to the zip wire is £1,310 + VAT. The councillors agreed to pay this cost in order to get the zip wire back in operation.

	4.3
	The lease with BDC for the Recreation Centre runs out shortly. The clerk will review the paperwork and will contact the Council’s solicitors if necessary.

	4.4
	It was agreed to pay the invoice from Anglia Car Charging for the maintenance of the charging points, £806.40, out of the budget for the Recreation Centre monies.

	5
	CLERKS’ REPORT

	
	The parish clerk had circulated a report to all the councillors in advance of the meeting and will post a public version on the website. The contents of the report were noted and adopted. A public copy is appended to these minutes.

	5.1
	Cemeteries:
The Conservation Volunteers have been weeding around the hedgerow at the new cemetery.  Richard Powell has been in contact with local farmers to see if they are able to plough and harrow the new cemetery for seeding. Barry Brooks offered to lend the Centre’s tractor if that would help.

	5.2
	Brian Grint Centre and Retail Unit:

	
	The tenants in the retail unit, RSCPA, have opened for business.

	5.3
	Folly Tree House:

	5.3.1
	The repairs to the roof have been completed and the scaffolding has been removed.

	5.3.2
	Unit 1 – the tenant is hoping to assign the lease. 

	5.3.3
	Unit 2 –  the tenants are hoping to assign the lease. 

	5.4
	Public Toilets:

	
	The deputy clerk has been shown how to access the CCTV. This was noted.
Barry Coveley was thanked for replacing the locks on the cubicle doors.

	5.5
	Replacement Fletcher Room Community Building:

	5.5.1
	Ground surveys were completed over the Christmas holidays.

	5.5.2
	St Benet’s Trust has sent a letter of support for the new building.

	5.5.3
	The clerk, assistant clerk and Barry Coveley are meeting the headteacher shortly. 

	5.6
	Subsidy for Acle Pre-School:
Acle Parish Council currently gives a donation of £5 per day, towards the Pre-School’s rent of £26.50, which is paid to Acle Borderland Trust. This was agreed in January 2024 and so is up for annual review. The councillors agreed to continue with the donation for another 12 months.

	5.7
	Winter Beer Festival: 
It was agreed to pay for the room hire for the event, as donation towards the costs, expected to be £400 + VAT. Any surplus from the event is to be divided between some local charities.

	5.8
	The 80th anniversary of VE Day and VJ Day:
Discussions continue.

	5.9
	Summer Markets:
Discussions continue.

	5.10
	Celebrating Care – 31st August:
Wendy Kenny gave more details about the forthcoming event; there will be a church service and then an event in the parish room.

	5.11
	Asset Management System:
The deputy clerk had sent information about the asset management system, Civic.ly, which is being developed by Scribe, a company which produces an accounts package and runs training for parish and town councils. The set-up costs would be waived as the deputy clerk is testing the system for the providers. The monthly cost is dependent on the council’s income but would currently be £73. The system records photos and documents for each asset and it can be set so as to produce a “to-do” list for staff, including repairs and testing required.
It was agreed to sign up for the system.

	6
	PLANNING

	6.1
	Windle Farm Barn – retrospective change of use for a strip of land from agricultural to residential garden (2025/0100). There were no objections to the plans.

	6.2
	17 Englands Road - Single storey front extension, 1.8m high concrete post and timber fence panel to enclose rear garden (2025/0202). There were no objections to the plans.

	7
	REVIEW OF ACLE’S NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

	7.1
	The Data Profile has been finalised.

	7.2
	The Survey has been delivered to all households in the village. There are posters on all the noticeboards and a banner in the village centre. To date 103 responses have been put on the system. The assistant clerk will continue to advertise the survey on facebook. The closing date is 14th February. 

	7.3
	Members of the steering group met with AECOM, who are appointed by the Government to produce a Design Code for the Acle Neighbourhood Plan.

	



8.1
	FINANCE REPORT
The finance report had been shared with all councillors in advance of the meeting:

	
		Receipts:
	
	                £

	Lovells
	Contribution for new lights
	27,000.00

	42 The Street
	Rent 
	964.00

	44 The Street
	Rent 
	625.00

	Broadland DC
	Lottery for foodbank 
	15.00

	Various
	Funerals and memorials
	800.00

	Various
	Donation for foodbank
	100.00

	HMRC
	Refund of VAT
	23,582.15

	Lloyds
	Bank interest
	44.55

	Unit 1
	Recharge of electricity costs x 3
	1,749.38

	Unit 2
	Recharge of electricity costs
	686.50

	Unit 3
	Recharge of electricity costs
	64.20

	Unit 4
	Recharge of electricity costs
	262.92

	Payments made:
	
	

	SSE DD
	Electricity for streetlights
	619.10

	EDF DD
	Electricity at BGC x 2
	644.54

	EDF DD
	Electricity at FTH x 2
	5,496.16

	Comm-Tech DD
	Broadband at BGC
	50.08

	Telecoms World DD
	Telephone for foodbank x 2
	37.85

	Total DD
	Electricity at public toilets x 2
	115.87

	SSE DD
	Electricity for streetlights
	619.10

	Wave DD
	Water at public toilets
	123.98

	British Gas
	Electricity at BGC – final bill
	108.74

	Fiona Richardson
	Co-op purchases
	12.96

	AW Roofing
	Roofing repairs and insulation at FTH
	22,460.40

	Emma Harrison
	Data Profile for N Plan
	1,400.00

	T T Jones
	Christmas lights
	2,280.00

	T T Jones
	Streetlighting repairs
	996.00

	Acle Methodists
	Room hire
	60.00

	Brundall Home
	Key cutting
	42.25

	BDC
	Rates on BGC retail unit (final)
	11.28

	Kristina Smyth
	Computer equipment
	52.71

	Mills & Reeve
	Legal fees re head lease BGC
	2,500.00

	
	Legal fees re sub lease BGC
	3,500.00

	
	Legal fees re deposit deed
	500.00

	
	Legal expenses
	13.00

	Pauline James
	Refreshments and foodbank
	28.43

	
	Postage for N Plan surveys
	54.60

	Acle Rec Centre
	Room hire youth club
	93.75

	Anglian Water DD
	Allotments
	22.20

	Employment costs
	Safety testing and legionella tests
	729.84

	SLCC
	Membership 
	229.00

	Invoices for Payment:
	
	

	Various
	Employment costs and expenses
	9,127.89

	Flameskill
	Fire safety work various
	642.60

	Hugh Crane Ltd
	Consumables
	196.53

	Norfolk Pest Solutions
	Allotments
	50.00

	Mills & Reeve
	Costs re registration
	45.00

	Sharp
	Copying costs
	98.93

	Norfolk Home Services
	Gas checks at flats
	240.00

	T T Jones
	Lighting repairs
	1,050.72

	Acle Dental Surgery
	Contribution for Christmas lights
	14.00

	La Bella Beauty
	Contribution for Christmas lights
	13.00

	Zen Hair Studio
	Contribution for Christmas lights
	12.00

	High Grade House
	Contribution for Christmas lights
	8.00

	Balance c/f 27.01.25
	
	55,520.94

	Balances in Savings:
	
	

	HMRC
	VAT due to Council
	5,771.55

	Government Stocks
	Gilts (at latest valuation)
	50,051.00

	BDC
	Parish investment scheme
	226,255.00

	Total monies
	
	337,598.49

	Loan
	Acle Recreation Centre
	5,625.00

	
	
	343,223.49




	











	
Invoices for the proposed January payments had been shared with the councillors in advance of the meeting. December’s payments and all payments made between meetings, and the clerk’s bank reconciliations dated 31st December and 22nd January were checked to bank statements by Jackie Clover and Jess Royal.

A report of Actual v Budget for the ten months to January 2025 had been shared with the councillors. 
The payments were approved.

	
	In accordance with the Financial Regulations the clerk presented the list of standing orders and direct debits. These were noted, and signed by Jamie Pizey as Chairman.

	
	It was agreed to add Jamie Pizey as a bank signatory and remove Angela Bishop as signatory. The other signatories are Tony Hemmingway and Barry Coveley.

	9
	ENVIRONMENT
Nothing further to add.

	10
	HIGHWAYS

	10.1
	Concerns were raised about possible speeding in the village during planned closures during the A47 dualling works. The clerk will contact National Highways to find out if any signage will be available.

	10.2
	Councillors complained again about the visibility issues because of vehicles parked on Reedham Road.

	11
	FINANCIAL POLICIES
Revised Financial Regulations, a Review of Internal Control, a Review of Internal Audit and the Duties of the Responsible Financial Officer were considered and adopted.
The General Risk Assessment was considered and referred back for a few minor adjustments.

	12
	NEXT MEETING
The next Council meeting is scheduled for Monday, 24th February 2025, at 7.00pm.

Items for the next agenda:
Appointment of trustees for the Recreation Centre.
Report from the Youth Club




There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 9.15pm.


Signed:……………………………….		Dated:………………………
  Chairman
27.01.2025    7

