
Acle Parish Council
Meeting Date: Monday, 24th February 2025
Venue: Acle Methodist Church
at 7.00p.m. 

PRESENT: 
Chairman: Jamie Pizey
Councillors: Sally Aldridge, Tim Brown, Jackie Clover, Barry Coveley, Indra Goodson, Tony Hemmingway, Wendy Kenny, Richard Powell, Jess Royal and David Stephenson
Also Parish Clerk Pauline James and Deputy Clerk Fiona Richardson
There were eight members of the public present. Matters raised included the recent vehicle fire at the Glover Road estate, which blocked the entrance to the estate for a while. Sarah Cameron and Joe Aldous attended and confirmed that they were keen to be re-appointed as trustees for the Recreation Centre.
	1
	APOLOGIES 
Sarah Carter

	2
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Jackie Clover, Barry Coveley and Jamie Pizey - Trustees of Acle Recreation Centre 
David Stephenson – his wife works for Acle Pre-School, which is the prime renting group of the Fletcher Room
Jess Royal informed the meeting that her neighbour was the applicant for one of the planning applications.

	3
	MINUTES
The minutes of the meetings of 27h January 2025 were agreed to be correct, and were signed by Jamie Pizey, as Chairman of the Parish Council.

	4
	ACLE RECREATION CENTRE

	4.1
	Trustee Barry Brooks gave a short report including that the zip wire has been repaired.

	4.2
	Appointment of nine trustees:
Emails were read out from Diane Fisher, Dennis Fisher, Shane Tovell, Joe Aldous and Denis Goodley, asking to be re-appointed. It was unanimously agreed to re-appoint Joe Aldous, Sarah Cameron, Jackie Clover, Barry Coveley, Diane Fisher, Dennis Fisher, Denis Goodley, Jamie Pizey and Shane Tovell to serve as trustees from the forthcoming AGM.

	4.3
	The 12-year lease with BDC for the Recreation Centre car park ran out on 10th January. The trustees are discussing whether or not to request that the lease be renewed.

	4.4
	The parish clerk asked that the Recreation Centre checks whether it was correct that the maintenance of the charging points should be paid for by the parish council or the Recreation Centre, given that some of the charging points elsewhere appeared to be paid for by other bodies.

	5
	CLERKS’ REPORT

	
	The parish clerk had circulated a report to all the councillors in advance of the meeting and will post a public version on the website. The contents of the report were noted and adopted. A public copy is appended to these minutes.

	5.1
	Cemeteries: work continues to find a contractor to prepare the new cemetery for grass seed.

	5.2
	Brian Grint Centre and Retail Unit: some repairs have been carried out in the retail unit.

	5.3
	Folly Tree House:

	5.3.1
	Unit 1 – the tenant is hoping to assign the lease. 

	5.3.2
	Unit 2 – the tenants are hoping to assign the lease. 

	5.4
	Public Toilets: some repairs have been carried out.

	5.5
	Replacement Fletcher Room Community Building:

	5.5.1
	The planning application will be submitted shortly.

	5.5.2
	The assistant clerk is organising a resident information event on 4th March. Councillors are invited to attend.

	5.5.3
	The assistant clerk has started applying for small grants which may not require planning permission to be in place.

	5.6
	Winter Beer Festival: 
The Parish Council paid for promotional t-shirts so as to maximise the agreed grant.

	5.7
	The 80th anniversary of VE Day and VJ Day:
BDC has released information on a small grant available for event, which has been sent to the working party.

	5.8
	Summer Markets:
Discussions continue re a possible venue.

	5.9
	Annual Parish Meeting – Monday, 7th April:
Invitees will be the local police, the district/ county councillor, Acle Foodbank, Acle Good Neighbours, Acle Recreation Centre, Acle Lands Trust, Beeline and Acle & District Men’s Shed. There will also be an update on Acle’s new Neighbourhood Plan, and the replacement Fletcher Room. National Highways will be invited to attend to update residents on the dualling works.


	5.10
	Youth Club:
The providers, MAP, sent a short report: Numbers have sat between 8-15 young people. We have now secured a semi-regular promotional time with Acle Academy to promote the club. We hope to continue the rise in young people with Cyan, who is now taking the lead, creating a plan to gather more young people over the next month. We have planned a trip in half term with a few from Acle attending to go to Whitlingham to do some canoeing!

	5.11
	Allotment ditch:
The ditch at the front of the allotments was cleared out by the Conservation Volunteers.

	5.12
	Qualification: The deputy clerk, Fiona Richardson, has passed the Certificate in Local Council Administration (CiLCA). She is therefore now a “qualified clerk” and will be paid one additional scale point from 1st March. The councillors congratulated her on her achievement.

	5.13
	Damgate Lane Play area: 
Some repairs are needed for the fencing. 

	5.14
	Men’s Shed:
The deputy clerk visited the men’s shed. Barry Coveley has confirmed that the fire extinguishers are up to date. The members have built a fenced enclosure for storage of pallets etc.

	5.15
	Memorial bench:
There was some discussion about buying a bench to commemorate the 80th anniversary of VE/VJ Day. This will be on the next agenda.

	5.16
	It has been confirmed that the planned elections for Norfolk County Council have been postponed to May 2026, because of discussions about devolution and the reorganisation of county and district councils.

	5.17
	Information on Social Prescribers, aka Community Connectors, has been shared on the website and social media.

	5.18
	Draft advert for general operative:
The draft advert had been shared with the councillors. It was agreed that the details would be considered by the personnel working party.

	5.19
	Covid-19 Day of Reflection:
It was agreed that the parish council would not arrange any event for this day.

	6
	PLANNING

	6.1
	Opposite Rendl, Middlesex Lane – single storey erection of domestic storage area, adjacent to existing garage (2025/0148). There were no objections to the plans.

	6.2
	St Mary’s Croft, Pyebush Lane – single storey side and rear extension and loft conversion (2025/0445). There were no objections to the plans.

	6.3
	Land South of Leffins Lane – amended plans for Full planning permission for the provision of new site access, internal access roads and footpaths; a 10.5-hectare country park; and 100no. dwellings (Use Class C3). Outline planning permission (with all matters reserved, save for access), for 100no. dwellings (Use Class C3), an Independent Retirement Community of up to 90no. apartments (Use Class C3), land for a community building (Use Class F2(b)) and associated car park of up to 50no. car parking spaces. Associated works, including car and cycle parking; Local Equipped Area for Play ('LEAP'); landscaping; sustainable urban drainage systems; and associated infrastructure for both full and outline elements. (2023/0159)
It was agreed to object to the plans:
· Outside the land allocated for new housing
· Parking for the community building is separated from the country park and there is no parking provided for users of the park
· There is no play area provided
· Concerns about the impact on the nearby protected sites from drainage – sediment, pollution and litter
· Some homes have parking dislocated from the front door which is likely to result in people parking on verges
· Insufficient parking for visitors 
· Insufficient bin collection point spaces for private roads
There was some discussion about the possible use of the proposed community building. Sarah Carter had asked if it could be for the scouts and other uniformed groups. Another proposal was that a donation could be made by the developers, instead towards the replacement Fletcher Room.

	6.4
	Decisions by Broadland District Council:
i) 17 Englands Road – single storey front extension, 1.8m high concreate post and timber fence panel to enclose rear garden (2025/0202) – permission granted.
ii) Windle Farm Barn – change of use from agricultural land to residential garden (retrospective) (2025/0100) – permission granted.

	7
	REVIEW OF ACLE’S NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
Over 280 surveys have been input to the system. The results will be available shortly and the information will be shared on facebook over the next few months, together with an explanation of what Neighbourhood Plans can and cannot do.

	



8.1
	FINANCE REPORT
The finance report had been shared with all councillors in advance of the meeting:

	
		Receipts:
	
	                £

	42 The Street
	Rent 
	964.00

	44 The Street
	Rent 
	625.00

	Broadland DC
	Lottery for foodbank 
	12.00

	Upton PC
	Share of stationery costs
	77.70

	Lloyds
	Bank interest
	48.81

	Unit 1
	Recharge of electricity costs
	620.60

	Unit 3
	Recharge of electricity costs
	123.31

	Payments made:
	
	

	SSE DD
	Electricity for streetlights
	639.75

	EDF DD
	Electricity at BGC
	500.64

	EDF DD
	Electricity at FTH
	3,841.49

	Comm-Tech DD
	Broadband at BGC
	50.08

	Telecoms World DD
	Telephone for foodbank 
	19.06

	Total DD
	Electricity at public toilets 
	58.96

	British Gas
	Electricity at BGC upstairs
	535.87

	Roar
	Electrical work at BGC Unit 5
	70.00

	Roar
	Electrical work at flats
	180.00

	Workplace Charging
	Service of charging points
	806.40

	Alan Irvine
	Planning fee for Fletcher Room
	867.00

	Acle Methodists
	Room hire
	60.00

	Hugh Crane Ltd
	Consumables
	32.40

	Kristina Smyth
	Consumables
	11.89

	Kristina Smyth
	Food for foodbank
	49.72

	Adam Fisher
	Acle Lands Trust equipment
	538.39

	Adam Fisher
	Christmas lights
	40.00

	GYBC
	Printing of NP survey
	65.94

	Mills & Reeve
	Legal fees re Unit 2
	982.80

	East Coast Waste
	Skip hire for allotments
	121.98

	Pauline James
	Food for foodbank
	26.88

	Fiona Richardson
	Stationery and phone bills
	127.61

	RDM Gregg
	T-shirts for beer festival
	478.20

	Norfolk Home Services
	Plumbing at Fletcher Room
	60.00

	Invoices for Payment:
	
	

	Various
	Employment costs and expenses
	8,837.46

	Acle Pre-School
	Donation towards room hire costs
	300.00

	Sharp
	Copying costs
	30.00

	T T Jones
	Lighting repairs
	495.36

	Balance c/f 24.02.25
	
	36,457.48

	Balances in Savings:
	
	

	HMRC
	VAT due to Council
	7,287.72

	Government Stocks
	Gilts (at latest valuation)
	50,051.00

	BDC
	Parish investment scheme
	226,255.00

	Total monies
	
	320,051.20

	Loan
	Acle Recreation Centre
	5,625.00

	
	
	325,676.20




	











	
Invoices for the proposed February payments had been shared with the councillors in advance of the meeting. January’s payments, all payments made between meetings, and the clerk’s bank reconciliation dated 24th January were checked to bank statements by Jackie Clover and Jess Royal.

A report of Actual v Budget for the eleven months to February 2025 had been shared with the councillors. 
The payments were approved.

	9
	ENVIRONMENT
Richard Powell reported that the builder of the houses in Damgate Lane had been obliged to replant the hedge that had been removed and to strengthen some of the remaining hedge.

	10
	HIGHWAYS

	10.1
	The Broads Authority have informed us that improvement works will be taking place on the permissive path from the Hermitage Pub to Acle Bridge (roadside pathway) starting on 15th February. The works are expected to take 2 to 3 weeks, and the permissive path will be closed during this time.

	10.2
	The flooding at the entrance to Folly Tree House, caused by surface water from the highway, will be reported to NCC.

	11
	POLICIES

	11.1
	General Risk Assessment – this was adopted.

	11.2
	Lone Working Policy – there was some discussion about how to protect staff and councillors who might be meeting with residents or contractors on their own. This will be reviewed at the next meeting.

	12
	NEXT MEETING
The next Council meeting is scheduled for Monday, 31st March 2025, at 7.00pm.

Items for the next meeting:
Jess Royal informed the meeting that Acle would be invited to attend the next Cluster Meeting of local parish councils. Jamie Pizey offered to attend.



	13
	At this point it was resolved under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 to exclude members of the public to discuss the assignment of leases.

The parish clerk and deputy clerk gave an update on the proposed assignments.




There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 9.05 pm.


Signed:……………………………….		Dated:………………………
  Chairman
24.02.2025    7

