
Acle Parish Council
Meeting Date: Monday, 31st March 2025
Venue: Acle Methodist Church
at 7.00p.m. 

PRESENT: 
Chairman: Jamie Pizey
Councillors: Sally Aldridge, Tim Brown, Sarah Carter, Barry Coveley, Indra Goodson, Tony Hemmingway, Wendy Kenny, Richard Powell, and David Stephenson (arrived late).
Also Parish Clerk Pauline James and Deputy Clerk Fiona Richardson.
There were eleven members of the public present. Matters raised included plans for the former police station site, requests for a grit bin and a dog litter bin, and 24-hour buses through Acle. It was reported that the recent Winter Beer Festival raised over £10,000 for local groups and charities.
	1
	APOLOGIES 
Jackie Clover and Jess Royal.

	2
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Barry Coveley and Jamie Pizey - Trustees of Acle Recreation Centre 
Jamie Pizey – payments to his daughter included in employment costs
Richard Powell – neighbour to Rose Farm (planning application)

	3
	MINUTES
The minutes of the meetings of 24h February 2025 were agreed to be correct, and were signed by Jamie Pizey, as Chairman of the Parish Council.

	4
	ACLE RECREATION CENTRE

	4.1
	Trustee Barry Brooks gave a short report including recent refurbishment of the Bure Room. The Accounts to 31st December 2024 have been prepared. It was agreed that the Parish Council annual donation could be used towards the cost of a new boiler for the Indoor Bowls Club. Discussions continue about the lease with Broadland District Council for the car park.

	4.2
	It was agreed to consider repairs to the existing noticeboard. It was also agreed to consider the purchase of a new map board to replace the ageing map board. 

	5
	CLERKS’ REPORT

	
	The parish clerk had circulated a report to all the councillors in advance of the meeting and will post a public version on the website. The contents of the report were noted and adopted. A public copy is appended to these minutes.

	5.1
	New Cemetery:
Quotes were considered for the creation of an access road to the new cemetery (from the existing track into the cemetery), repairs to the existing track, and the preparation and seeding of the land within the new cemetery. It was agreed to proceed with the work for the latter, being £2,710 + VAT (Simon’s Landscaping). The deputy clerk was asked to obtain a more detailed specification for the works to the new track and the existing track, to find out the guarantee period for the works, and to check with the landowner that the works were acceptable. 

	
	It was agreed to install a pedestrian gate for the new cemetery so that the vehicular gate could be kept locked shut.

	
	Members of Acle Lands Trust have offered to mow the first four feet of the bank along the access track to encourage grass growth, which will help keep the nettles back. 
(It was noted after the meeting that permission would be needed to close the footpath while the works were being carried out. The deputy clerk was asked to find out the cost and timescale.)
David Stephenson entered the meeting at this point.

	5.2
	Brian Grint Centre and Retail Unit: 

	5.2.1
	It was confirmed that local charities would be offered free room hire to run support sessions for local residents. So far, the deputy clerk has been in contact with Vision Norfolk and Alzheimer’s Society.

	5.2.2
	The deputy clerk reported on the cost to replace the door shutter for the retail unit. It was agreed to contact the tenant to ensure that they did want to use the shutter and that they would have to pay any extra cost for out of hours working.

	5.3
	Folly Tree House:

	5.3.1
	Unit 1 – nothing new to report  

	5.3.2
	Unit 2 – the tenants are still hoping to assign the lease. 

	5.4
	Public Toilets: nothing to report

	5.5
	Replacement Fletcher Room Community Building:

	5.5.1
	The planning application had been submitted.

	5.5.2
	The assistant clerk organised a resident information event on 4th March. No neighbours attended.

	5.5.3
	The assistant clerk continues to apply for small grants which may not require planning permission to be in place.

	5.5.4
	The assistant clerk and the parish clerk had an online meeting with the solicitor to discuss the negotiations over the ground lease with NCC.

	5.6
	The 80th anniversary of VE Day and VJ Day:
An event is being organised for Thursday, 8th May from 2-6pm in the Methodist meeting room.

Summer Markets:
It is proving difficult to find a suitable location. 

	5.7
	Proposed Devolution and Local Government Reorganisation:
There is a consultation on the proposal to establish a Mayoral Combined County Authority for the areas of Norfolk County Council and Suffolk County Council, with the first election for a Mayor taking place in May 2026. 
The councils in this area have been asked by the Government to develop proposals for new unitary local government. This would replace the existing two-tier system, where services are split between the county council and the district councils.
Broadland District Council supports the establishment of a Mayoral Combined County Authority but objects to Norfolk County Council’s proposal to remove all the district/city/borough councils under a single unitary authority. They have put forward an alternative proposal of a three-unitary model.
The clerk was asked to complete the online consultation on behalf of the Council, expressing concerns about likely redundancies and loss of local knowledge with a larger authority, whilst acknowledging the likely increase in funds available for the area.

	5.8
	Proposed general operative role:
The amount in the budget for 25-26 is £8,220 for 6-10 hours per week at SCP15, which is currently £15.08. The role is designed to bring in-house some of the checks and repairs of the Council’s assets, and to free up some of the clerks’ time for ongoing and new projects. The deputy clerk reported that a current employee might be interested in increasing their hours to take on this work. The councillors agreed to investigate this option.

	5.9
	Details of the Planning and Infrastructure Bill
This was noted.

	6
	PLANNING

	6.1.1
	Redlands, Bridewell Lane – erection of new fencing (2025/0627). The majority of the councillors had no objections to the plans.

	6.1.2
	6 Cavell Road – single storey side/rear extension (2025/0676). The councillors had no objections to the plans.

	6.1.3
	Thurne Cottage, 37 Damgate Lane – garage and porch conversion (2025/0669). The councillors had no objections to the plans.

	6.1.4
	Crossfields, 45 South Walsham Road – conversion and re-roofing of existing conservatory (2025/0879). The councillors had no objections to the plans.

	6.1.5
	Fletcher Room – replacement community building (2025/0857). The councillors supported the plans.

	6.1.6
	Rose Farm, Carters Loke - proposed two storey rear and side extensions (2025/0739) – The councillors had no objections to the plans.

	7



	REVIEW OF ACLE’S NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
At the March Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group meeting, the results of the Household Survey were reviewed. The Consultants noted that the response rate of 27% was very good for a large village. Some key results were:
· A significant number of residents are planning to move house within the next 5 years (29.8%).

· Street lighting is important to the residents of Acle.

· Visitor parking is essential.

The clerks will work on some of the survey results which can be addressed outside of the Plan.
The first draft of the Housing Needs Assessment document from AECOM has been received.
The Steering Group will be working on the policies next.

	7.2
	The balance of the Locality grant needs to be repaid as at 31st March. The deputy clerk can then reapply for the same money when the grant scheme re-opens. The amount of unused grant which needs to be repaid, and then reclaimed, is £3,243.

	



8.1
	FINANCE REPORT
The finance report had been shared with all councillors in advance of the meeting:

	
		Receipts:
	
	                £

	42 The Street
	Rent 
	964.00

	44 The Street
	Rent 
	625.00

	Broadland DC
	Lottery for foodbank 
	12.00

	Broadland DC
	Final 10% for public toilets
	1,553.80

	Upton PC
	Share of stationery costs
	8.81

	Lloyds
	Bank interest
	30.78

	Unit 1
	Recharge of electricity costs
	545.19

	Unit 2
	Recharge of electricity costs
	807.09

	Unit 3
	Recharge of electricity costs
	89.68

	Various
	Burial and memorial fees
	555.00

	Acle Borderland Trust
	Grant for benefit of Acle residents
	40,789.00

	Payments made:
	
	

	SSE DD
	Electricity for streetlights x 2
	1,217.59

	EDF DD
	Electricity at BGC
	351.68

	EDF DD
	Electricity at FTH
	3,392.11

	Comm-Tech DD
	Broadband at BGC
	50.08

	Telecoms World DD
	Telephone for foodbank 
	18.59

	Total DD
	Electricity at public toilets 
	53.21

	Lloyds DD
	Bank charges
	10.50

	Wave DD
	Water at public toilets
	210.13

	Acle Rec Centre
	Room hire for youth club
	135.00

	Acle Borderland Trust
	Room hire for N Plan meetings
	400.00

	Acle Methodists
	Room hire
	60.00

	Sharp Copy IT
	Copying and printing
	30.00

	GYBC
	Printing of NP survey
	457.68

	Mills & Reeve
	Legal fees various
	302.40

	Roger Impey
	Delivery costs re foodbank
	5.85

	Justin Nudd
	Cutting hedge at allotments
	240.00

	David Wales
	Cutting hedge at allotments
	240.00

	Fiona Richardson
	Consumables
	16.77

	Flameskill
	Fire alarm testing at FTH
	357.00

	Flameskill
	Fire alarm testing at BGC
	150.00

	Invoices for Payment:
	
	

	Various
	Employment costs and expenses
	9,429.26

	T T Jones
	Streetlight repairs
	96.00

	Roar Electrical
	Repairs at Unit 5
	96.80

	Hugh Crane Ltd
	Consumables
	181.72

	Conservation Volunteers
	Clearing ditch at allotments
	408.00

	Andrea Long
	N Plan consultancy
	463.70

	Rachel Leggett
	N Plan consultancy
	2,050.40

	Balance c/f 31.03.25
	
	55,702.83

	Balances in Savings:
	
	

	HMRC
	VAT due to Council
	8,954.23

	Locality 
	Grant to refund
	(3,243.00)

	Government Stocks
	Gilts (at latest valuation)
	50,051.00

	BDC
	Parish investment scheme
	226,255.00

	Total monies
	
	337,720.06

	Loan
	Acle Recreation Centre
	5,625.00

	
	
	343,345.06




	












	
Invoices for the proposed March payments had been shared with the councillors in advance of the meeting. February’s payments, all payments made between meetings, and the clerk’s bank reconciliations dated 24th February and 24th March were checked to bank statements by Wendy Kenny, Indra Goodson and Tim Brown.

A report of Actual v Budget for the twelve months to March 2025, but before adjustments for year-end debtors and creditors, had been shared with the councillors. 
The payments were approved.

	9
	ENVIRONMENT

	9.1
	The deputy clerk proposed that the Council might consider applying for a Tree Preservation Order (TPO) on the trees and hedgerows along the track to the west of Mill Lane, in order to create a buffer for when the new housing is built. Richard Powell suggested that the Council should seek protection for land 500m on either side of the track. It was agreed to investigate options.

	9.2
	Richard Powell offered to do a survey of all trees in the village to review which trees might benefit from protection.

	10
	HIGHWAYS

	10.1
	Notification had been received of the proposed reduction in the speed limit along part of Leffins Lane, from national speed limit to 40mph. The councillors supported this but expressed disappointment that the speed limit only applied to a short piece of road.

	10.2
	A consultation was received on the proposed reduction in the speed limit for a short part of New Road, west from the roundabout, from national speed limit to 50mph, to link in with the change in the speed limit on the Acle Straight. This was supported.

	10.3
	The suspension of parking bays was noted along The Street from 7th – 22nd April for the installation of fibre broadband.

	11
	POLICIES

	11.1
	The following policies were reviewed and adopted:
CCTV Policy
APC Action Plan
Complaints Policy
Standing Orders
PAT Testing Policy
Privacy Policy
Publication Scheme
Scheme of Delegation
Social Media Policy
Bereavement Policy

	12
	NEXT MEETING
The next Council meeting is scheduled for Monday, 28th April 2025, at 7.00pm.

The Annual Parish Meeting is on Monday, 7th April at 7.00pm

Items for the next meeting:
      -     finding out the details for access to the emergency exit from the Glover Road estate
· Police statistics for the village
· Lone Working Policy
· Tree Planting Policy
· Safeguarding Policy
· Grievance Policy
· Working Parties would be reviewed at the May meeting




There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 21.05pm.






Signed:……………………………….		Dated:………………………
  Chairman
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