
Acle Parish Council
Meeting Date: Monday, 7th April 2025
Venue: Acle Methodist Church
following the Annual Parish Meeting at 7.00p.m. 

PRESENT: 
Chairman: Jamie Pizey
Councillors: Sally Aldridge, Tim Brown, Barry Coveley, Tony Hemmingway, Wendy Kenny,    Richard Powell, Jess Royal and David Stephenson.
Also Parish Clerk Pauline James and Deputy Clerk Fiona Richardson.
There were no members of the public present. 
	1
	APOLOGIES 
Sarah Carter, Jackie Clover and Indra Goodson.

	2
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None.

	3
	TRACK TO NEW CEMETERY
The deputy clerk gave a report: Simon’s Landscaping have revised their quote to include relocating the vehicle entrance and supplying and installing a new pedestrian gate, along with any necessary wire reinstatement. This additional work comes to £1,350 + VAT. This was agreed.
After last Parish Council meeting, Richard Powell noted that the public footpath which passes the cemetery would need to be closed temporarily during the track works. NCC have confirmed that the Parish Council must apply for a formal footpath closure. This process will cost £1,457.45 and take a minimum of 6–8 weeks to process. This was agreed.
Simon’s Landscaping clarified that their quote covers the full scope of work for both the cemetery and the track. This includes bringing all their machinery to the site and using the soil excavated from the track to level the meadow area.
The deputy clerk informed Simon’s Landscaping about the expected wait time for the footpath closure but flagged the importance of seeding soon, due to the time of year. They’ve advised that, due to the current prolonged dry spell (with no significant change to the forecast), they can delay seeding slightly, which may align with the 6–8 week window. If the long-term forecast changes, the proposal is:
Stage 1:
· Excavate the soil to create the parking and turning areas
· Use the excavated soil to level the ruts in the field
· Reposition the gates
· Proceed with seeding
Stage 2:
· Once the footpath closure permit is granted, proceed with the track works
This full plan is only viable if the complete package of works from Simon’s Landscaping is accepted. As previously mentioned, if was only possible to obtain one other quote, which was higher than Simon’s Landscaping.
The deputy clerk has spoken with Nicholas Crane, the landowner of the area in front of the new cemetery regarding the specification for the track to be constructed on his land. He confirmed that it is suitable, but he will still require occasional access with his tractor. While this may eventually cause wear to the track, usage is currently minimal (likely once a year). If more frequent use becomes necessary in the future, it may be appropriate to surfacing the track with tarmac at that point.
It was agreed to appoint Simon’s Landscaping to do the work for the new cemetery, new access track, gates and turning area, and repairs to the existing access track. A copy of the contractor’s insurance and risk assessment will be obtained prior to works commencing.

	4
	NEXT MEETING
The next Council meeting is scheduled for Monday, 28th April 2025, at 7.00pm.






There being no further business, the meeting was closed.






Signed:……………………………….		Dated:………………………
  Chairman
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