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Acle Parish Council Cemetery Policy – Pyebush Cemetery

1. Introduction
Acle Parish Council aims to maintain a serene and respectful environment within the cemetery. This policy outlines the regulations and guidelines for the treatment of grave plots, decorations, and ashes burials to ensure consistency, respect, and sustainability.

2. Grave Plots
2.1 	Allocation and Purchase
- Grave plots are allocated by the Parish Council upon application and payment of the appropriate fee.
- There is a fee for a single or double depth plot, and an additional fee for the Grant of Exclusive Right, which permits the erection of a memorial headstone for 99 years.
- Plots cannot be reserved without full payment.
- A record of all plots and interments will be maintained by the Parish Council.
- The safety of gravestone maintenance is paramount in ensuring that cemeteries remain safe and dignified spaces for mourning and remembrance. The Parish Council reserves the right to lay down unstable gravestones, while sometimes controversial, it is a necessary and responsible step in preventing accidents and preserving the integrity of the cemetery.  In the event where a gravestone is laid down the family will be contacted to inform them that a repair is required.

2.2 	Maintenance
- The Parish Council is responsible for the overall maintenance of the cemetery grounds.
- Individual grave plot maintenance, including the removal of wilted flowers and personal items, is the responsibility of the deceased’s family.
- Grave plots should be kept in a tidy and respectful condition.



2.3 	Decorations
- Fresh flowers and wreaths are permitted and encouraged, but should be removed and placed in the bins provided when the flowers wilt. 
-  Glass or ceramic vases are not permitted as they can cause injury if damaged.
- Please be aware that fresh flowers are sometimes eaten by rabbits and/or deer.
- Artificial flowers are allowed but must be in good condition. The Parish Council reserves the right to remove any that become unsightly, faded or damaged.
- The placement of fences, borders, or any type of enclosure around grave plots is prohibited.
- Personal items such as ornaments, toys, or memorabilia must be placed within the boundary of the grave plot and should not obstruct maintenance activities. Please remember that any items placed on grave plots are very vulnerable to damage and Acle Parish Council accepts no responsibility for any damage or loss. 
- The Parish Council reserves the right to remove any items deemed inappropriate, hazardous, faded, damaged or that impede the maintenance of the cemetery.
2.4 Details of the specifications for memorial headstones are available separately.

3. Ashes Burial
3.1 	Allocation and Purchase
- Ashes burial plots are available and can be allocated upon application and payment of the appropriate fee.
- There is a fee for an ashes plot, and an additional fee for the Grant of Exclusive Right, which permits the erection of a memorial tablet for 99 years.
- A record of all ashes burials will be maintained by the Parish Council.

3.2 	Burial Methods
- Ashes may be buried in biodegradable caskets to promote environmental sustainability.
- Alternatively, ashes may be buried loose within the designated plot.
- Scattering of ashes within the cemetery grounds is not permitted.

3.3 	Maintenance
- The same maintenance responsibilities and guidelines for grave plots apply to ashes burial plots.
- Families are encouraged to ensure that the plot remains tidy and free of litter.

3.4 	Decorations
- Small, respectful decorations are allowed within the ashes burial plot boundary.
- Fresh flowers and small plants are permitted; only very low-level permanent planting is allowed, such as small alpine plants or early-flowering bulbs, such as snowdrops. Grasscutting and strimming takes place from March to October and families should be aware that some damage may occur to planting. Families wishing to minimise damage from strimming might wish to cut the grass around such planting regularly, by hand
- Artificial flowers and small ornaments must be kept in good condition and will be removed if they become unsightly or obstruct maintenance.
- Glass or ceramic items are not permitted.

3.5 Details of the specifications for memorial tablets are available separately.

4. General Regulations
4.1 	Conduct
- Visitors are expected to behave respectfully and considerately within the cemetery grounds.
- Noise should be kept to a minimum to maintain the tranquil environment.
- Littering is strictly prohibited. Bins are provided for waste disposal.

4.2 	Vehicles and Access
- Vehicle access to the main Pyebush Cemetery ground is restricted to maintenance and funeral service vehicles only, unless otherwise permitted by the Parish Council.  Vehicles are permitted to park in the car park to the front of the Cemetery when visiting the grounds.
- Bicycles, skateboards, and other recreational activities are not permitted within the cemetery.

4.3 	Dogs
- Dogs must be kept on a leash at all times and are not permitted to disturb the graves or decorations.
- Dog owners are responsible for cleaning up after their pets.

5. Enforcement
- The Parish Council reserves the right to enforce these regulations to maintain the dignity and appearance of the cemetery.
- Any breaches of this policy may result in the removal of items or other actions deemed necessary by the Parish Council.

6. Contact Information
For any queries, applications, or further information, please contact:

Acle Parish Council  
Telephone Number: 07536 456161
Email Address: acleclerks@googlegroups.com

This policy is subject to periodic review and may be updated as necessary to reflect changes in regulations or community needs.

Date of policy: 19th July 2024
Policy effective from:  30th September 2024
Date for next review: 2026
Signed: 	Sarah Carter			Dated: 30th September 2024
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