
Acle Parish Council
Annual Meeting Date: Monday, 19th May 2025
Venue: Acle Methodist Church
at 7.00p.m. 

PRESENT: 
Chairman: Jamie Pizey
Councillors: Sally Aldridge, Tim Brown, Sarah Carter, Jackie Clover, Barry Coveley, Indra Goodson, Tony Hemmingway, Wendy Kenny, Richard Powell, Jess Royal and David Stephenson.
Also Parish Clerk Pauline James and Deputy Clerk Fiona Richardson.
There were ten members of the public present. 
Piyush and Daxesh Patel, prospective assignees for Unit 2 at Folly Tree House, attended the meeting to introduce themselves to the councillors and to answer any questions.
Jimmi Lee, the newly elected district councillor for Acle introduced himself.
1. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND VICE-CHAIRMAN
Jamie Pizey was unanimously re-elected as Chairman of the Parish Council and signed a declaration of acceptance of office.

Sarah Carter and Jackie Clover were unanimously re-elected as joint Vice-Chairs of the Council.
	2
	APOLOGIES 
None

	3
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Jackie Clover, Barry Coveley and Jamie Pizey - Trustees of Acle Recreation Centre 
David Stephenson – his wife works at the Pre-School
Sally Aldridge – reimbursement of costs for VE Day event

	4
	MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of 28th April 2025 were agreed to be correct, and were signed by Jamie Pizey, as Chairman of the Parish Council.

	5
	ACLE RECREATION CENTRE

	5.1
	Trustee Barry Brooks gave a short report: there has been some vandalism at the Centre, with some broken glass. The Trustees are discussing the lease of the car park to Broadland District Council.



	6
	CLERKS’ REPORT

	
	The parish clerk had circulated a report to all the councillors in advance of the meeting and will post a public version on the website. The contents of the report were noted and adopted. A public copy is appended to these minutes.

	6.1
	New Cemetery:
One of the neighbours had spent some money on hardcore to fill in some potholes on the access track. It was agreed to pay him £500 towards his costs, as a one-off payment, in the spirit of goodwill. 
Arthur Jary’s would like to offer an unbranded plaque as something permanent to mark the opening of the cemetery.  They have asked if this could be acknowledged in the local media/social media as them making a donation; this is to strengthen their connections with the village of Acle. This was agreed.
It is necessary to amend the planning permission to reflect the changes to the disabled parking space, turning circle and repairs to track. This was noted.

	6.2
	Brian Grint Centre and Retail Unit: 
Vision Norfolk have booked a second free session.

	6.3
	Folly Tree House:

	6.3.1
	Unit 1 – the tenant is hoping to assign the lease. This was discussed further in a private session at the end of the meeting.

	6.3.2
	Unit 2 – the tenants are hoping to assign the lease.  This was discussed further in a private session at the end of the meeting.

	6.4
	Public Toilets: Broadland District Council has paid the Parish Council the first 50% of the annual management fee.

	6.5
	Replacement Fletcher Room Community Building:

	6.5.1
	The Planning Officer has given verbal assurance that planning permission will be granted, but the formal notice is delayed.

	6.5.2
	The reversionary ground lease has been agreed and will be signed by Jamie Pizey on behalf of Acle Parish Council, and by Pauline James, as Trustees of Acle Borderland Trust. This was noted and agreed. Jamie Pizey (on behalf of Acle Parish Council) and Pauline James will each need to sign a statutory declaration to acknowledge that the agreement excludes security of tenure.

	6.5.3
	Currently, the Pre-School hires a cleaner, that will be one of the Council’s responsibilities for the new building. It was agreed that the assistant clerk could contact this person to ask if they would be interested in working for the Parish Council, to clean the new building.

	6.5.4
	The Parish Council now needs to pay 50% of the construction cost once planning permission has been obtained, being about £165,000 + VAT. This was agreed.

	6.6
	The 80th anniversary of VE Day:
Sally Aldridge reported on a successful event. A further event is planned for VJ Day on 15th August.

	6.7
	Archaeology: 
It was agreed that the Parish Council would offer use of the storage container behind Folly Tree House to store the boxes of artefacts from earlier archaeological digs in the village.

	7
	PLANNING

	7.1.1
	65 Fletcher Way – extension to form annexe (2025/1183). There were no objections to the plans.

	7.1.2
	Land off The Windle – erection of free-standing portal frame building for the maintenance and storage of agricultural machinery (2025/1440). There were no objections to the plans.

	7.2.1
	Decisions by Broadland District Council:
4 Habgood Close - Front extension to form kitchen and covering over rear patio area to form orangery as well as minor alterations to windows and doors 2025/0917 – permission granted.

	7.2.2
	Crossfields, 45 South Walsham Road - Conversion and reroofing of existing conservatory, including bricking up outer walls to increase height (2025/0879) – permission granted.

	8

	REVIEW OF ACLE’S NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
The Steering Group met on 14th May and have started working on draft policies. They will be reviewing the draft Design Guide shortly. 

	9.1
	ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 1925
The parish clerk presented the Accounts for the year ended 31st March 2025. The Accounts were accepted and signed by Jamie Pizey and the clerk, on behalf of the Parish Council.

	9.2
	ANNUAL RETURN
The internal audit has been completed by John Gallop. The report was noted.
The councillors then considered the Annual Governance Statement and agreed a Yes response to all relevant items.
The Accounting Statements were then reviewed and adopted. Jamie Pizey was authorised to sign both documents on behalf of the Parish Council.




	



9.3
	FINANCE REPORT
The finance report had been shared with all councillors in advance of the meeting:

	
		Receipts:
	
	                       £

	42 The Street
	Rent 
	625.00

	44 The Street
	Rent 
	414.00

	Broadland DC
	Lottery for foodbank 
	16.50

	Broadland DC
	Grant for VE Day event
	265.00

	Unit 1
	Recharge of electricity costs
	597.84

	Unit 2
	Recharge of electricity costs
	780.93

	Unit 3
	Recharge of electricity costs
	38.72

	Unit 4
	Recharge of electricity costs x 3
	33.63

	Unit 2
	Credit check fee x 4
	240.00

	Various
	Burial and memorial fees
	145.00

	Upton PC
	Share of stationery etc
	145.70

	Broadland DC
	Funds from savings account
	100,000.00

	Broadland DC
	Management of public toilets
	8,069.00

	Payments made:
	
	

	SSE DD
	Electricity for streetlights
	639.75

	Lloyds DD
	Bank charges
	10.50

	Roar Electrical
	Work at flats
	356.76

	Rob Chapman
	Work at flats
	274.47

	Fiona Richardson
	Consumables
	12.39

	Fiona Richardson
	Mobile phone bills
	25.54

	Kristina Smyth
	Consumables
	13.12

	Invoices for Payment:
	
	

	Various
	Employment costs and expenses
	6,045.37

	Garden Guardian
	Grasscutting
	2,157.31

	Copy IT
	Copying
	30.00

	John Gallop
	Internal audit
	450.00

	T T Jones
	Streetlighting repairs
	495.36

	Age UK
	Donation
	50.00

	Balance c/f 19.05.25
	
	209,363.50

	Balances in Savings:
	
	

	HMRC
	VAT due to Council
	3,718.32

	Government Stocks
	Gilts (at latest valuation)
	49,865.00

	BDC
	Parish investment scheme
	135,166.27

	Total monies
	
	398,113.09

	Loan
	Acle Recreation Centre
	5,625.00

	
	
	403,738.09









	












	
Invoices for the proposed May payments had been shared with the councillors in advance of the meeting. April’s payments and all payments made between meetings were checked to bank statements by Jackie Clover and Sarah Carter. 
The payments were approved.

	10
	ENVIRONMENT

	
	Richard Powell gave a report on his correspondence with Norfolk Wildlife Trust and the Woodland Trust.

	11
	HIGHWAYS

	11.1
	A small sink hole in The Street has been reported to Norfolk County Council.

	11.2
	The deputy clerk reported that she has obtained several copies of the key to drop the bollards on the emergency access to the Glover Road estate. One copy will be held by Ricky Goodley, the Council’s employee, who lives in that area. Another copy will be kept in the Council office.

	12
	POLICIES

	12.1
	The Grievance Policy was considered and adopted.

	13
	COMMITTEES AND WORKING PARTIES

	
		Street lighting
	Tony Hemmingway and Jamie Pizey

	Christmas switch-on and meters
	Jamie Pizey and Tony Hemmingway

	Planning Committee
	Tony Hemmingway, Barry Coveley, Sally Aldridge, Jamie Pizey and Jess Royal

	Youth
	David Stephenson, Jess Royal, Jackie Clover and Wendy Kenny

	Finance
	Jamie Pizey, Tony Hemmingway, Barry Coveley, Sarah Carter, Jackie Clover, Sally Aldridge and David Stephenson

	Personnel
	Jamie Pizey and Tony Hemmingway (plus Barry Coveley if 3rd person is needed)

	Fletcher Room
	Sarah Carter, Tony Hemmingway, Barry Coveley, David Stephenson, Tim Brown and Sally Aldridge

	Cemetery extension
	Richard Powell, Tony Hemmingway and Jackie Clover

	Swallowtail Place Liaison
	Sarah Carter and Wendy Kenny

	Resilience/Emergency Planning
	Jamie Pizey, Sarah Carter, Sally Aldridge, Indra Goodson and Tim Brown

	Acle Regatta
	Sarah Carter

	Roads
	Sally Aldridge, David Stephenson and Tim Brown

	Websites
	David Stephenson and Tim Brown

	Environment
	Jamie Pizey, Wendy Kenny, Richard Powell, David Stephenson, Jess Royal and Tim Brown

	Climate Emergency
	Jess Royal and Richard Powell

	Biodiversity
	Jess Royal, Richard Powell and local stakeholders

	Plastic-free community
	Jackie Clover, Jess Royal and Wendy Kenny

	Play areas
	Jamie Pizey and David Stephenson

	Floral displays
	Jackie Clover and Wendy Kenny

	Refurbishment of buildings (builders and technical)
	Jamie Pizey, Tony Hemmingway, Barry Coveley and Jackie Clover

	Project Group for buildings  (marketing, types of use, decoration and long-term vision)
	Jamie Pizey, Sally Aldridge, Jackie Clover, Barry Coveley, Wendy Kenny, David Stephenson, Tony Hemmingway and Indra Goodson

	Rents Review and leases of buildings
	Jamie Pizey, Jess Royal, Indra Goodson and Sally Aldridge

	Acle in Need
	Angela Bishop (after the meeting the clerk confirmed that Angela was re-appointed for 4 years in March 2024)

	Death of a Royal
	Indra Goodson

	Acle Recreation Centre
(for info only – elected in February for one year)
	Joe Aldous, Sarah Cameron, Jackie Clover, Barry Coveley, Diane Fisher, Dennis Fisher, Denis Goodley, Jamie Pizey and Shane Tovell

	Acle Lands Trust
(for info only - elected in February for one year)
	Richard Powell, Adam Fisher, Dennis Fisher, Ken Gale and Anna Rodriguez

	Events
	Indra Goodson, Sarah Carter, Tim Brown, Sally Aldridge and Jamie Pizey

	Neighbourhood Plan
	Sarah Carter, David Stephenson, Tim Brown, Jess Royal, Jamie Pizey and Richard Powell




	14
	NEXT MEETING
The next Council meeting is scheduled for Monday, 30th June 2025, at 7.00pm.
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