
Acle Parish Council
Annual Meeting Date: Monday, 30th June 2025
Venue: Acle Methodist Church
at 7.00p.m. 

PRESENT: 
Chairman: Jamie Pizey
Councillors: Sally Aldridge, Tim Brown, Jackie Clover, Indra Goodson, Tony Hemmingway, 
Wendy Kenny, Richard Powell and Jess Royal.
Also Parish Clerk Pauline James and Deputy Clerk Fiona Richardson.
There were six members of the public present. Matters raised included the ongoing campaign to get buses to pick up passengers in Acle overnight.
PC Jackie Chambers and Sergeant Steven Knightley attended the meeting and gave an update on recent anti-social behaviour in the village. The village remains a safe place to live.
District Councillor Jimmi Lee gave a report; he has visited Acle Allotments, Acle Lands Trust and Acle FOSA fete. He has been busy meeting local residents and talking to the relevant officers at Broadland District Council about the issues raised. He has confirmed that Broadland District Council will continue to pay rent on the car park at the Recreation Centre while various options are reviewed.

	1
	APOLOGIES 
Sarah Carter, Barry Coveley and David Stephenson.

	2
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Jackie Clover and Jamie Pizey - Trustees of Acle Recreation Centre 

	3
	MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of 19th May 2025 were agreed to be correct, and were signed by Jamie Pizey, as Chairman of the Parish Council.

	4
	ACLE RECREATION CENTRE

	4.1
	Trustee Barry Brooks gave a short report: the junior football teams and junior cricket teams have been busy. The maintenance of pitches is difficult, given the long spell of hot, dry weather.

	5
	CLERKS’ REPORT

	
	The parish clerk had circulated a report to all the councillors in advance of the meeting and will post a public version on the website. The contents of the report were noted and adopted. A public copy is appended to these minutes.

	5.1
	New Cemetery:
The work on the cemetery track and turning space has been completed. The application has been submitted to the Planning Office regarding the (retrospective) application for the change of layout for the parking. It has been explained that the disabled parking is to be outside the cemetery in order not to waste possible burial space.
A document is being drafted acknowledging that the disabled parking space is on the land belonging to the adjacent landowner, but which Acle Parish Council has a right of way over.
The deputy clerk and Richard Powell were thanked for their hard work in getting this project completed.
The clerk asked councillors to give some thought to rules for the new cemetery, such as size and type of decoration permitted on graves. The clerk recommended that glass vases and ceramic ornaments should not be permitted as they cause issues if they get broken. The Council already has written specifications for headstones and ashes tablets for the current cemetery.
It was acknowledged that residents might like to reserve the next burial plot along when a partner or child is buried, as only single depth plots are permitted in the new cemetery, because of the water table. 
Members of the Acle Lands Trust were thanked for keeping the vegetation along the track cut back. Richard will co-ordinate the planting of the remaining hedge in the Autumn.

	5.2
	Brian Grint Centre and Retail Unit: 
Following the recent theft from the shed at the rear of the RSPCA shop, the Manager has inquired about the possibility of installing plastic intruder spikes on the rear walls of the property. It was agreed to monitor the situation for a while. 

	5.3
	Folly Tree House:

	5.3.1
	Unit 1 – the tenant is hoping to assign the lease. 

	5.3.2
	Unit 2 – the tenants completed the assignment of the lease on 17th June. 

	5.4
	Public Toilets: 
BDC have carried out a new asbestos survey and confirmed the presence of asbestos in the cistern system and in some of the building’s damp course. The general operative will be sent on asbestos training, which will then be shared with all staff. 

	5.5
	Replacement Fletcher Room Community Building:

	5.5.1
	Planning permission for the replacement building was granted on 22nd May. One of the conditions related to Biodiversity Net Gain and the Council has leased some land under the BNG scheme in order to discharge this condition.

	5.5.2
	The reversionary ground lease with Norfolk County Council for the land has been completed and takes over when the current ground lease ends in May 2026.

	5.5.3
	The assistant clerk has continued to apply for any possible grants. If insufficient grants are obtained, the Council will need to apply for a loan from the Public Works Loan Board.

	5.6
	The Council was invited to give a donation to Remembering Together, a non-profit organisation from North Walsham which runs bereavement support through creative arts projects. It was agreed not to donate to this. 

	5.7
	Fairhaven Primary School PTA have requested a donation towards the cost of a gate between the school and the adjacent play area. It was agreed to request an update on their fundraising before considering this again at the July meeting.

	5.8
	The East Anglian Air Ambulance have requested a donation. It was agreed to give a donation of £100.

	5.9
	MAP is contracted to run the youth club during school termtime. They would like to run the Youth Club over the summer holidays, in response to a request from the young people. MAP have offered to staff it out of their budget but have requested £1,000 to cover snacks and equipment for the 6 weeks. It was agreed that this would be paid for by the donation from Acle Borderland Trust for the benefit of Acle residents.

	5.10
	Archaeological artifacts: 
The deputy clerk met with Jayne Greenacre of the Acle Archive Group to discuss the storage of the Roman artifacts. The collection includes approximately 15,000 pottery fragments, two large boxes of animal bones, a smaller box of metals, and a human skull.
It was agreed to move the artifacts into the storage container at the rear of Folly Tree House. 
Once that’s done, the Archive Group will begin the post-excavation work, including packaging and cataloguing the collection. This work will be done in the Brian Grint Centre.
Jayne Greenacre believes the title of the artifacts sits with the Parish Council and asked if the Council could provide the necessary storage materials such as plastic bags and possibly boxes. This was agreed.
It was agreed that the Acle Archive Group could have the access code for the container. 
The Archive Group hopes the Council will be willing to retain the artifacts for the long term. One of their goals is to eventually create “discovery boxes” that could be shared with local schools. This was noted.

	5.11
	CPRE – invitation to join the CPRE Norfolk Anti Mega Solar Alliance
It was agreed that this was something that councillors could join as individuals, if they so wished.

	5.12
	The RoSPA reports have been done on the three play areas. Repairs will be done, as necessary.

	6
	PLANNING

	6.1
	The following planning applications were reviewed by the Planning Committee:

	
	4 Hillcrest – proposed extensions to residential dwelling (2025/1632) – there were no objections to the plans.
17 Englands Road – render walls (2025/1584) there were no objections to the plans.

	6.2
	Decisions by Broadland District Council:

	
	Land off The Windle – erection of free-standing portal frame building for the maintenance and storage of agricultural machinery (2025/1440). Prior approval is not required.

17 Englands Road – variation of condition 2 – render walls (2025/1552). Permission granted.

St Mary’s Croft, Pyebush Lane – single storey side and rear extension (2025/1391). Permission granted.

T1 Beech, Church View, The Street – crown lift to 5-6m (2025/1166). Consent granted.

	6.3
	Norfolk County Council has voted to offer the 41 acres of land at Mill Farm, west of the village, to its company Repton Property Developments Ltd., with a view to obtaining planning permission. It is unsure at present whether all of the land is already allocated for housing in the Greater Norwich Local Plan (GNLP). 

	6.4
	It is reported that the planning application for the land south of Leffins Lane will be considered by BDC’s Planning Committee on 16th July. The deputy clerk will attend the meeting and, once the planning officer’s report is available, it will be decided whether or not to speak at the meeting. The Parish Council has already sent its objections to the two sets of drawings.

	7
	REVIEW OF ACLE’S NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

	7.1
	The Steering Group met on 14th June to look at green spaces in the village and draft policies. 
There was also a meeting on 15th June to consider the draft Design Guide produced by AECOM. Some changes have been requested.

	7.2
	As part of the Government’s Spending Review, it was announced that no further grants will be available from Locality for Neighbourhood Plans. The Council has already spent £6,821 of the £10,000 grant so only £3,179 has been lost.  There is still the £6,000 grant from BDC. The expected cost to the Parish Council is £5,000 but given the 10% extra CIL monies that the council would obtain, and the chance to influence any new housing the in village, it was agreed to continue with the Review of Acle’s Plan.



	



8
	FINANCE REPORT
The finance report had been shared with all councillors in advance of the meeting:

	
		Receipts:
	
	                       £

	42 The Street
	Rent 
	1,438.00

	44 The Street
	Rent 
	625.00

	Broadland DC
	Lottery for foodbank 
	15.00

	Unit 2
	Recharge of electricity costs
	1,238.37

	Unit 2
	Payment re legal fees
	1,577.38

	Various
	Burial and memorial fees
	1,680.00

	Barratt & Cooke
	Sale of gilts
	49,680.67

	Lloyds
	Bank interest for month
	78.81

	Acle Borderland Trust
	Funds for legal fees
	3,060.00

	Payments made:
	
	

	SSE DD
	Electricity for streetlights x 2
	1,975.51

	Lloyds DD
	Bank charges
	9.50

	EDF DD
	Electricity for BGC x 2
	124.81

	Total DD
	Electricity at toilets x 2
	120.30

	Comm-Tech DD
	Wi-Fi at BGC x 2
	106.60

	Telecoms World DD
	Phone for foodbank x 2
	37.44

	Siemens DD
	Copier rental
	232.01

	Wave DD
	Water at public toilets
	320.89

	Adrian Fisher 
	Contribution to costs re track
	500.00

	Mills & Reeve
	Ground lease for Fletcher Room
	2,003.40

	Mills & Reeve
	Re assignment
	340.20

	Mills & Reeve
	Ground lease for Fletcher Room
	1,384.02

	Secker & Sons
	Service at Fletcher Room
	74.60

	Alan Irvine
	Planning re new cemetery
	1,225.20

	Alan Irvine
	Planning re Fletcher Room
	1,562.40

	Alan Irvine
	Architect’s fees re Fletcher Room
	1,242.44

	Langley Estates
	Planning condition re Net Gain
	720.00

	Acle Methodist Church
	Room hire
	120.00

	Glasdon Ltd
	Keys for bollards
	44.02

	East Commercial
	Credit checks
	300.00

	Nfk Parishes
	Training course
	75.00

	Recreation Centre
	Youth club room hire
	135.00

	Simon’s Landscaping
	Track to new cemetery
	21,277.20

	Norfolk Pest
	Wasps at Fletcher Rm site
	50.00

	Roar Electrical
	Work at BGC
	210.61

	Anmer Construction
	Stage payment for Fletcher Room
	198,570.00

	Fiona Richardson
	Mobile phone bills
	15.08

	Invoices for Payment:
	
	

	Various
	Employment costs and expenses
	9,371.95

	Garden Guardian
	Grasscutting
	2,157.31

	Copy IT
	Copying
	30.00

	Hugh Crane Cleaning
	Consumables
	202.22

	T T Jones
	Streetlighting cleaning and check
	2,265.23

	RoSPA
	Play area inspections
	340.80

	Moulton Nurseries
	Plants
	24.71

	East Nfk Travellers
	Subs
	10.00

	Brenda Berry
	Plants for war memorial
	38.00

	
	
	

	Balance c/f 30.06.25
	
	21,522.72

	Balances in Savings:
	
	

	HMRC
	VAT due to Council
	42,548.72

	Government Stocks
	All cashed in
	Nil

	BDC
	Parish investment scheme
	135,166.27

	Total monies
	
	199,237.71

	Loan
	Acle Recreation Centre
	5,625.00

	
	
	204,862.71






	












	Invoices for the proposed June payments had been shared with the councillors in advance of the meeting. May’s payments, all payments made between meetings and the clerk’s bank reconciliation dated 24th May 2025 were checked to bank statements by Jess Royal. The clerk shared a report of Actual v Budget for the 3 months to 30th June.
The clerk will submit a claim for the refund of the VAT on 1st July. 
The payments were approved.

	9
	ENVIRONMENT

	
	Richard Powell and the deputy clerk have been exploring the possibility of using the old spoil pile at the old cemetery as a bug and beetle bank. These habitats require minimal maintenance. Richard will ask local volunteer groups to see if they would be willing to help maintain it on our behalf.

	10
	HIGHWAYS

	10.1
	The lighting contractors have submitted a quote to fit the final 20 remaining streetlights with LED lanterns. It was agreed to consider this when the Fletcher Room funding has been sorted out.

	10.2
	The deputy clerk is investigating stickers and/or stencils to number the new lights on the Glover Road estate, and QR codes for all the Council’s streetlights which would direct residents to a page to report outages.

	11
	POLICIES

	11.1
	The Safeguarding Policy was considered. It was noted that all staff and volunteers must be DBS-checked if they work unsupervised with children or vulnerable adults. The Policy was approved and signed.

	12
	NEXT MEETING
The next Council meeting is scheduled for Monday, 28th July 2025, at 7.00pm.

· Noticeboard on Glover Road estate
· Norse’s proposal to dispose of its sheltered housing






There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 8.55pm.





Signed:……………………………….		Dated:………………………
  Chairman
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