DRAFT

Acle Parish Council
Meeting Date: Monday, 29th September 2025
Venue: Acle Methodist Church
at 7.00p.m. 

PRESENT: 

Councillors: Sally Aldridge, Tim Brown, Sarah Carter, Jackie Clover, Barry Coveley, Indra Goodson, Tony Hemmingway, Wendy Kenny, Richard Powell, Jess Royal and David Stephenson.
Also Parish clerk Pauline James, Deputy Clerk Fiona Richardson and Assistant Clerk Kristina Smyth.
There were four members of the public present. Matters raised included night buses, and a NCC tree which obscures visibility at the end of Damgate Lane.
District Councillor Jimmi Lee gave a report; he congratulated the Parish Council on the installation of the new Fletcher Community Rooms, advised that the planning application for land south of Leffins Lane was going to BDC Planning Committee on 8th October and said that he was considering running district councillor clinics to meet local residents and to prepare for the May 2026 elections.
	1
	APOLOGIES 
Chairman: Jamie Pizey
In the absence of Jamie Pizey, the meeting was chaired by Jackie Clover, as one of the Vice-Chairs of the Parish Council.


	2
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Jackie Clover and Barry Coveley - Trustees of Acle Recreation Centre 
David Stephenson – his wife works at the Acle Pre-School, which is the main hirer of the Fletcher Rooms
Sarah Carter – runs Acle Beavers who are a regular hirer of the Fletcher Rooms.


	3
	MINUTES
The minutes of the meetings of 28th July and 15th September 2025 were agreed to be correct, and were signed by Jackie Clover, as Chair of the meeting.


	4
	ACLE RECREATION CENTRE

	4.1
	Trustee Barry Brooks gave a short report: maintenance work has started on the playing fields. The Indoor Bowls club has started back. Mr Brooks asked if the Parish Council might consider a donation towards running costs of the car park if BDC decided not to continue to pay rent for the car park. 








	5
	CLERKS’ REPORT

	
	The Parish Clerk had circulated a report to all the councillors in advance of the meeting and will post a public version on the website. The contents of the report were noted and adopted. A public copy is appended to these minutes.


	5.1
	New Cemetery:
Simon’s Landscaping had started work, cutting the long grass and weeds, preparing the soil and sowing grass and wildflower seed, and putting in a path from the pedestrian gate to the contemplation area at the far end.

The clerks reported that it is necessary to mark unmarked graves, where there is no headstone, and reserved plots, so that unused plots can be identified and quantified. This was agreed.


	5.2
	Brian Grint Centre and Retail Unit: 
The curtains have been installed to cover the foodbank shelves. A couple of hires have been booked.


	5.3
	Folly Tree House:
Ongoing issues with electricity supplies appear to have been resolved and late invoices for past dates have been cancelled. The councillors thanked Fiona Richardson for her persistence in getting this sorted.

It was agreed to investigate Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) to prevent all-day parking in the car park, so as to facilitate parking by customers.


	5.4
	Public Toilets
There was an issue with the flush in the men’s toilet going off all the time, so there was increased water consumption. This has been repaired.


	5.5
	Replacement Fletcher Room Community Building:


	5.5.1
	Acle Parish Councill will be gifting the new Fletcher Community Rooms to Acle Borderland Trust. A Deed of Gift was read out and approved. 

Acle Pre-School will have a licence from Acle Borderland Trust to occupy the left-hand room, known as the Hawthorn Room, from 1st October 2025 to 31st August 2026, for £7,600pa, pro-rata, payable monthly at £633.33 per month.

The right-hand room, known as the Oak Room, will be rented by Acle Pre-School daily during school termtime, but it will be available to other hirers at weekends, in evenings and daytimes during school holidays, at £20 per session, morning, afternoon or evening, £18 to residents.

[bookmark: a360624]The hours for hire are 7:30am to 9:30pm on Mondays to Fridays (excluding Bank Holidays) and 9:00am to 6:00pm on Saturdays, Sundays and Bank Holidays.
The buildings are nearly completed, but landscaping work is outstanding. 



	5.6
	Youth club – it was agreed to get a quote from MAP for youth club provision for 26/27.



	5.7
	Acle Men’s Shed replaced the backing of the Recreation Centre notice board with a PVC foam board. It was agreed to give a donation of £50 to the Men’s Shed (Barry Coveley declared an interest as a Trustee of the Men’s Shed and took no part in the decision or voting).


	5.8
	BDC is to re-do its Local Plan urgently, because changes to the planning system mean that the district no longer has a 5-year land supply, which makes it vulnerable to planning applications which would otherwise not have been successful.


	5.9
	Acle Good Neighbours would like to buy two wooden benches for the village: one for the entrance to the Rec Centre car park, and one for the contemplation area at the new cemetery, or two for the cemetery. This was welcomed.


	6
	PLANNING

	6.1.1
	Proposed upgrade to the base station at Hugh Crane Cleaning Equipment. There were no comments.

	6.1.2
	Office above Zen, The Street – prior approval for change of use from commercial (Class E) to residential (Class C3). There were no objections to the plans.

	6.2
	The following planning applications were reviewed by the Parish Council’s Planning Committee between meetings:


	6.2.1
	Workshop, Station Road – extension to existing workshop (Class B2) 2025/2343 – the councillors had no objection to the plans.


	6.2.2
	4 Bensley Close – two storey rear extension (2025/2191) – the plans were unclear, but it represents a large increase in the size of the house and would result in the overlooking of the nearby bungalow, so the parish clerk sent objections to the plans. The councillors agreed to object to the plans.


	6.3
	Decisions by Broadland District Council:

	6.3.1
	2, The Hill - two-storey side extension open to carport at ground floor level and new bedroom at first floor (2025/2165) – permission granted.

	6.3.2
	1, Carters Loke - revised plans - Proposed two-storey rear and side extensions. (2025/0739) – approved.

	6.4
	The planning application for the land south of Leffins Lane was not considered by Broadland District Council’s Planning Committee on 13th August. It is now expected to be on the agenda for the Planning Committee meeting on 8th October. The Deputy Clerk will attend the meeting and set out the Parish Council’s objections to the plans. 

	7
	REVIEW OF ACLE’S NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN


	7.1
	The Steering Group met on 1st September.  The members considered Site Allocation Maps, Green Spaces and Non-designated Heritage Assets. A revised Design Code was reviewed and will be updated and amended before finalisation. 

	7.2
	A date has been arranged for the Neighbourhood Plan Public Consultation Event, for 22nd November, at the Fletcher Community Rooms.  This will be an opportunity for residents to see the draft Plan.



	8
	FINANCE REPORT
The finance report had been shared with all councillors in advance of the meeting:

	
	
	Receipts:
	
	                        £

	42 The Street
	Rent x 2
	1,242.00

	44 The Street
	Rent x 2
	1,250.00

	Broadland DC
	Lottery for foodbank x 2
	27.00

	Unit 1
	Reimbursement electricity x2
	2,449.80

	Unit 2
	Reimbursement electricity
	1,498.00

	Unit 3
	Reimbursement electricity
	72.02

	Unit 4
	Reimbursement electricity x 2
	86.28

	Various
	Burial and memorial fees
	1,575.00

	Upton PC
	Reimbursement costs x 2
	78.54

	Richard Harrold’s Charity
	Donation for use of Zoom
	30.00

	Lloyds
	Bank interest for month x 2
	88.89

	NCC
	Grass verge cutting
	2,709.81

	BDC
	Capital withdrawn from savings 
	80,000.00

	BDC
	2nd half precept
	81,711.00

	Payments:
	
	

	Lloyds DD
	Bank charges x 2
	20.00

	EDF DD
	Electricity for BGC x 2
	104.07

	Total DD
	Electricity at toilets x 2
	119.59

	Comm-Tech DD
	Wi-Fi at BGC
	53.30

	Telecoms World DD
	Phone for foodbank x 2
	37.16

	Anglian Water DD
	Water at public toilets
	471.11

	Siemens DD
	Copier rental
	232.01

	SSE DD
	Streetlights
	1,975.51

	EDF DD
	Electricity at FTH
	2,342.80

	PHS
	Waste fee re public toilets
	107.70

	Alan Irvine
	Planning application cost
	149.00

	Alan Irvine
	Planning services re FCR
	1,168.80

	Hugh Crane Cleaning
	Supplies
	538.30

	Nfk Roller Shutter
	New shutter at shop
	1,530.00

	Fairhaven Friends
	Donation
	100.00

	PKF Littlejohn
	External audit
	1,008.00

	MAP
	Extra youth club costs for Summer
	1,000.00

	Rob Chapman
	Repairs at flats
	172.93

	Fiona Richardson
	Costs re BGC and noticeboard
	399.74

	Kristina Smyth
	Costs re new building
	1,241.22

	Pauline James
	Admin costs
	185.92

	Sharp
	Copying x 2
	60.00

	Flameskill
	Various fire risk and equipment
	1,143.13

	Fiona Richardson
	Reimbursement phone bills x 2
	71.94

	Acle Methodist Church
	Room hire x 2
	84.00

	Recreation Centre
	Youth club room hire x 2
	270.00

	T T Jones
	2 x new LED lanterns
	840.00

	Smiths of Derby
	Clock service
	416.40

	Michael Mantle
	Window cleaning at BGC x 2 
	36.00

	Rhino’s
	Supplies
	23.08

	Brundall Homecare
	Supplies
	47.98

	Various
	Employment costs and exps August
	9,434.27

	Various
	Employment costs and exps Sept
	9,481.60

	Garden Guardian
	Grasscutting x 2
	4,314.62

	Anmer
	10% re building
	39,277.68

	Anmer
	Cooker and hob
	436.32

	Anmer
	Additional items
	1,147.20

	Simon’s Landscaping
	Pathway and grass at cemetery
	6,213.60

	
	
	

	Balance c/f 29.09.25
	
	137,957.65

	Balances in Savings:
	
	

	HMRC
	VAT due to Council
	11,766.78

	BDC
	Parish investment scheme
	53,154.03

	Total monies
	
	202,878.46

	Loan
	Acle Recreation Centre
	5,625.00

	Total
	
	208,503.46






	
	July’s payments, all payments made between meetings, and the Clerk’s bank reconciliations dated 24th July and 22nd August 2025 were checked against the bank statements by Jackie Clover. The Clerk had circulated an Actual vs Budget report for the six months to 29th September.

The finance report was approved.


	
	The Annual Return for the year ended 31st March 2025 had been signed off by the external auditors without comment, and shared on the website, as required.


	9
	ENVIRONMENT

	9.1
	The deputy clerk and Richard Powell met with the Water Management Alliance and the Environment Agency to discuss protections for the land to the south of Acle Garden Machinery. It is planned to include this in the Neighbourhood Plan.


	9.2
	An initiative called Pollinator Pathways – planting up alleyways – was noted.


	9.3
	It was agreed to purchase some wildflower seeds for the Beeline areas.


	10
	HIGHWAYS

	10.1
	The deputy clerk had been investigating possible options for replacement bus shelters on the A47 sliproads. It was noted that the eastbound site might be dangerous as a bus stopping there might cause traffic to back up onto A47.


	10.2
	Residents had received a newsletter from Norfolk County Council informing that South Walsham Road would be closed for repairs in early 2026.


	10.3
	Tony Hemmingway offered to check the village grit bins and to re-fill the Parish Council’s bins with salt.

	10.4
	It was noted that BDC had said that it would be too dangerous to remove some flytipping off the A47 westbound sliproad, because the access to the site is too difficult.


	10.5
	An apparently abandoned caravan in Mill Lane will be reported to the authorities.


	10.6
	It was noted that the litter bin by the Folly Tree House bus stop had disappeared. The deputy clerk will investigate further.


	11
	POLICIES

	11.1
	The Lone Working Policy, Anti-Harassment Policy and Council Buildings Access Policy were reviewed and adopted.


	12
	PUBLIC WORKS LOAN
The clerk presented draft budget figures for the year ending 31st March 2026 and for the year ending 31st March 2027, which will be required to support an application for a Public Works Loan to pay for some of the cost of the new Fletcher Rooms Community Building.

The draft figures suggest that a loan of £200,000 might be sufficient for 25/26 but that, if councillors wanted not to increase the precept in 26/27, a larger loan would be needed to cover the expected deficit in that year. The loan is partly to refill reserves earmarked for the future replacement or refurbishment of the Council’s assets.

The finance working party will meet to discuss the draft figures in detail and to make a recommendation to the next full Council meeting.


	13
	NEXT MEETING
The next Council meeting is scheduled for Monday, 27th October 2025, at 7.00pm.

Items for next agenda:

· Donation to Royal British Legion
· Christmas trees and lights


There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 8.47 pm.





Signed:……………………………….		Dated:………………………
  Chairman

29.09.2025    1

