DRAFT

Acle Parish Council
Meeting Date: Monday, 27th October 2025
Venue: Acle Methodist Church
at 7.00p.m. 

PRESENT: 

Chairman: Jamie Pizey
Councillors: Sarah Carter, Jackie Clover, Barry Coveley, Tony Hemmingway, Wendy Kenny, Richard Powell and Jess Royal
Also Parish clerk Pauline James and Deputy Clerk Fiona Richardson
There were six members of the public present. 
District Councillor Jimmi Lee gave a report; he was pleased to facilitate the grant for new map boards for Roman Wood. A resident has suggested a flagpole be erected on The Green – councillors will discuss this at the next meeting. Reform UK are planning to fund a judicial review of the BDC planning decision re land South of Leffins Lane.
	1
	APOLOGIES 
Sally Aldridge, Tim Brown, Indra Goodson and David Stephenson 


	2
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Jamie Pizey, Jackie Clover and Barry Coveley - Trustees of Acle Recreation Centre 
Sarah Carter – runs Acle Beavers who are a regular hirer of the Fletcher Rooms.


	3
	MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of 29th September 2025 were agreed to be correct, and were signed by Jamie Pizey, as Chairman of the Parish Council.


	4
	ACLE RECREATION CENTRE

	4.1
	Trustee Barry Brooks gave a short report:  the Social Club committee has requested that the Memorial Garden at the rear of the Recreation Centre building be moved elsewhere so that the area can be used for Social Club events. The Parish Council paid for much of the construction of the memorial garden so will discuss this proposal at the next meeting.


	5
	CLERKS’ REPORT

	
	The Parish Clerk had circulated a report to all the councillors in advance of the meeting and will post a public version on the website. The contents of the report were noted and adopted. A public copy is appended to these minutes.


	5.1.1
	New Cemetery:
Simon’s Landscaping completed the works to install a path through the cemetery, and to re-seed the site. The grass has started growing.

Further items were agreed:
· Memorial benches would be purchased and installed by the Parish Council and donations would be accepted
· It was also discussed whether to allow brass plaques to be put on a bench, for a fee
· It is proposed to construct a low brick wall at the end of the path, at the Reflection Area in the Northern corner, and brass memorial plaques could be fixed to this wall for a fee
· People wishing to have a lawn memorial for the interment of ashes would need to purchase a grave plot; only tablets will be permitted in the ashes area
· Ashes may be added to an existing grave plot but only one ashes tablet will be permitted on any grave plot, in addition to the headstone, and the tablet must be sited adjacent to the headstone for the grave
· Relatives and friends may place temporary items on a grave for up to one month from the date of an interment. After one month, items must be removed, or will be placed in a “lost property” box by the pedestrian gate, and then disposed of after one more month
· Burials for children under two will be free of charge
· Burials for children from 2 – 18 years will be one-third of the cost of an adult interment
· Chippings arising from the work on the trees in the old cemetery will be used at the new cemetery 
· Management of the sub-soil left over after an interment was discussed – Richard Powell suggested that the soil could be used to level the land to the sides of the access track. Some soil will be used to create a beetle bank on the west side of the new cemetery
· It was agreed to cut back two feet of vegetation along the access track, including the footpath to Upton which runs parallel to the new cemetery
· Signage will be purchased once a name for the new cemetery has been agreed
· Arthur Jary’s will install engineering bricks along the west side to mark out the sites for the first row of internments
· The deputy clerk is searching for a suitable metal memorial tree, to place in the Reflection Area, where metal leaves can be attached by relatives of the deceased


	5.1.2
	The deputy clerk has taken over the management of burials from the parish clerk.


	5.1.3
	A contractor has been appointed to lift the crown of the boundary trees at the old cemetery and to cut the hedges.


	5.2
	Brian Grint Centre and Retail Unit: 
Some re-decoration has been done.


	5.3
	Folly Tree House:
The deputy clerk met with the ANPR company to discuss the installation of the cameras. The contract has been signed. 


	5.4
	Public Toilets
Nothing to report.


	5.5
	Fletcher Community Rooms:


	5.5.1
	The new building is insured and the Pre-School has moved in and has started running sessions. Some snagging issues are to be sorted this week.


	5.5.2
	A £3,000 grant received from the Paul Bassham Charitable Trust towards the cost of the new building.


	5.5.3
	Previously Acle Parish Council gave a donation towards the Pre-School’s rent, at £5 per day. The Pre-School has asked for assistance again. Their rental is £633.33 per calendar month for the Hawthorn Room, plus £36 per day to rent the Oak Room. It was agreed to give a donation of £5 per day that the Oak Room is hired, until the end of the Summer term in July 2026. 


	5.5.4
	The councillors discussed a request for a noticeboard in the Oak Room for use by hirers of the room. After some discussion it was agreed to purchase a large board, to be divided into four for use by four community groups.


	5.6
	It was agreed to give a donation of £50 to the Royal British Legion.  Jamie Pizey will lay the wreath on behalf of the Parish Council and Sarah Carter will do a reading, at the service on Sunday, 9th November.


	5.7
	Information was shared about Martyn’s Law, which affects events where there are more than 200 attendees. This was noted.


	5.8
	The parish clerk and deputy clerk met with Matt Davidson from Crocus Homes, to discuss the ongoing legal work for the adoption of a s.104 agreement with Anglian Water for the alleviation lagoon at Springfield. It is hoped that this will be completed shortly.
Matt was asked about the new footway along Leffins Lane:
i) NCC Highways changed their minds about what they required and said that it would be unsafe to extend the footway West along Leffins Lane as there was no footway between the A47 bridge and the access road to the station
ii) the reason that the design of the footway changed was because the owners of the properties either side of Daisy Way entrance did not want the footway to be adjacent to their front gardens
iii) the works to put in the footway are nearly finished


	6
	PLANNING

	6.1
	The deputy clerk attended the BDC Planning Committee meeting on 8th October and spoke to express Acle Parish Council’s objections to the plans for land south of Leffins Lane. BDC voted to approve the application. The parish clerk has contacted the BDC planning officer to ask if Acle Parish Council could be consulted for the s106 agreement linked to the site.

	6.2
	4 Bensley Close – two storey rear extension (2025/2191) – work started at this site, before planning permission had been obtained. The BDC planning officer is aware.  

BDC re-consulted on this application because the description of the application had changed from “2 storey rear extension” to “erection of two-storey rear extension and amendments to the existing garage including a single-storey link to the main dwelling and addition of a mono-pane roof”. It was agreed to object again on the grounds of an over-development of the site and loss of amenity for neighbouring properties because of over-looking.


	6.3
	Decisions by Broadland District Council:

	6.3.1
	Workshop, Station Road – extension to existing workshop (Class B2) 2025/2343 – approved.

	6.4
	Office above Zen, The Street - Prior approval for change of use from commercial (class E) to residential (class C3) – withdrawn by applicant.

	7
	REVIEW OF ACLE’S NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN


	7.1
	The Steering Group met on 13th October.  


	7.2
	A date has been arranged for the Neighbourhood Plan Public Consultation Event, for 22nd November, at the Fletcher Community Rooms.  This will be an opportunity for residents to see the draft Plan. The deputy clerk will sort out refreshments and a rota for councillors to assist at the event. The deputy clerk and the parish clerk will be at the event for the whole day, along with the planning consultants.



	8
	FINANCE REPORT
The finance report had been shared with all councillors in advance of the meeting:

	
	
	Receipts:
	
	                        £

	42 The Street
	Rent 
	614.00

	44 The Street
	Rent
	625.00

	Broadland DC
	Lottery for foodbank x 2
	17.50

	Unit 3
	Reimbursement electricity
	33.63

	Unit 4
	Reimbursement electricity
	26.16

	Various
	Burial and memorial fees
	450.00

	Upton PC
	Reimbursement costs
	21.25

	HMRC
	VAT refund
	11,860.85

	Lloyds
	Bank interest for month 
	86.78

	Acle Rec Centre
	Loan repayment
	1,875.00

	BDC
	Community Infrastructure Levy
	5,195.16

	Payments:
	
	

	Lloyds DD
	Bank charges
	9.50

	EDF DD
	Electricity for BGC 
	53.34

	Total DD
	Electricity at toilets 
	60.04

	Comm-Tech DD
	Wi-Fi at BGC
	53.30

	Telecoms World DD
	Phone for foodbank 
	18.67

	Anglian Water DD
	Water at allotments
	293.58

	SSE DD
	Streetlights x 2
	1,953.99

	Tesco DD
	Mobile phone cost
	39.98

	Mills & Reeve
	Legal fees re Fletcher Rooms
	4,465.80

	Justin Nudd
	Hedge at allotments
	95.00

	David Wales
	Hedge at allotments
	95.00

	Hugh Crane Cleaning
	Supplies
	184.57

	Tudor Printing
	Signs for FCR
	504.00

	Argos
	Crockery and cutlery for FCR
	410.23

	Initial
	Bins at FCR
	365.81

	Simon’s Landscaping
	Works at new cemetery
	14,498.40

	Taurus
	Legionella risk assessments
	1,710.00

	Sharp
	Copying and printing
	30.00

	Flameskill
	Fire risk assessments
	474.00

	Boston Seeds
	Seeds for beeline areas
	460.99

	Acle Methodist Church
	Room hire
	60.00

	Recreation Centre
	Youth club room hire 
	168.75

	T T Jones
	2 x new LED lanterns
	840.00

	Various
	Employment costs and exps 
	10,224.58

	Garden Guardian
	Grasscutting
	2,157.31

	Kristina Smyth
	Work phone costs for 30 months
	150.00

	Fiona Richardson
	Travel to BDC and keys
	13.09

	
	
	

	Balance c/f 27.10.25
	
	118,172.75

	Balances in Savings:
	
	

	HMRC
	VAT due to Council
	4,683.12

	BDC
	Parish investment scheme
	53,154.03

	Total monies
	
	176,009.90

	Loan
	Acle Recreation Centre
	3,750.00

	Total
	
	179,759.90






	
	September’s payments, all payments made between meetings, and the Clerk’s bank reconciliation dated 29th September 2025 were checked against the bank statements by Jackie Clover and Wendy Kenny. The Clerk had circulated an Actual vs Budget report for the seven months to 27th October.

The finance report was approved.


	9
	ENVIRONMENT

	9.1
	Richard Powell reported that he has raked and cleared the Beeline wildflower areas in the village.


	10
	HIGHWAYS

	10.1
	The checks on the Christmas lights have been booked, and two Christmas trees have been ordered.


	10.2
	The Safety Team at NCC Highways have reviewed the issues raised regarding Reedham Road. The Team has indicated that they will not support the installation of a build-out at this location. The Highways Officer had lengthy discussions with them and outlined the concerns in detail.
Their position is that implementing double yellow lines would be the preferred solution, which aligns with our original suggestion. However, there are two challenges with this approach: the cost and the likelihood of securing funding. The estimated cost of a TRO (Traffic Regulation Order) application is approximately £15,000. It was suggested that if any neighbouring properties object to the TRO, the project might not proceed. 
If the Parish is willing to fund the application, Highways can proceed. If not, Highways can approach the parking team to explore alternative options, but they would require more evidence to support the case. Currently, there is no police-reported accident data for this stretch of road. Any evidence of collisions, including dates and details, would strengthen the application. Councillors and residents were asked to inform the clerks of any incidents.

	10.3
	The diversion route for the hauliers going to Cantley Sugar Beet Factory is via the flyover on Leffins Lane, down the slip road and back on to the A47.  The hauliers should not be using Beighton Road, they have been informed and there is a concrete sign installed on the Road to alert them.  If anyone observes a haulier using this route please note their vehicle registration number and inform British Sugar.


	10.4
	It was agreed to investigate if speed bumps might help reduce speeds through The Street.


	10.5
	Tony Hemmingway suggested that the Parish Council might be interested in the land at the telephone exchange for a car park, once the building is no longer needed for landlines. This was noted for the future.


	10.6
	Some issues with parking in Habgood Close were reported.


	11
	POLICIES

	11.1
	None this month.


	12
	DONATION TO ACLE RECREATION CENTRE RE CAR PARK
Broadland District Council currently pays rent of £2,200pa for the car park at the Recreation Centre under an agreement which has expired. The agreement was with Acle Parish Council, as custodian trustee of the site, but the money is paid directly to the Recreation Centre charity, to help with maintenance costs. Trustee Barry Brooks asked the Council to consider a grant of £1,000 towards the maintenance costs. This would have to be added to the budget for 26/27 so will be considered at the next meeting.


	13
	PUBLIC WORKS LOAN
The clerk presented draft budget figures for the year ending 31st March 2026 and for the year ending 31st March 2027, to support an application for a Public Works Loan to pay for some of the cost of the new Fletcher Rooms Community Building.

The finance working party met to discuss the draft figures in detail and recommend that the Council applies for a loan of £240,000

It is possible to pay off a loan early, subject to the payment of a premium calculated by the PWLB.

It was resolved to seek the approval of the Secretary of State for the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government to apply for a PWLB loan of £240,000 over the borrowing term of 14 years for the reimbursement of the Parish Council’s earmarked reserves used to pay for purchase and installation of the new Fletcher Community Rooms. The annual loan repayments will come to around £24,559.

It is not intended to increase the council tax precept for the purpose of loan repayments. 


	13
	NEXT MEETING
The next Council meeting is scheduled for Monday, 24th November 2025, at 7.00pm.

Items for next agenda:

· Flagpole
· Memorial garden at Recreation Centre


There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 9.12pm.





Signed:……………………………….		Dated:………………………
  Chairman

27.10.2025    1

