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Acle Parish Council
Neighbourhood Plan Report

For anyone who may not be familiar with it, a Neighbourhood Plan is a document prepared by the local community that helps guide how the village develops. It sets out what kind of development we support and what we want it to look like. Once adopted, it becomes part of the statutory planning system and is used by planning departments, alongside the Local Plan, when making decisions on planning applications.
Acle’s Neighbourhood Plan was adopted in February 2015, following a successful referendum in January of that year.
Since then, it has played an important role in shaping development in the village. It has been used by Broadland District Council and the Broads Authority when determining planning applications, and by Acle Parish Council when responding to proposals within the parish.
However, a lot has changed over the past 11 years. Planning policies at both national and local level have evolved, and Acle itself has seen significant growth, with 267 new homes built between 2014 and 2023.
Looking ahead, further development is already planned. This includes sites allocated in the Greater Norwich Local Plan, particularly on land between Norwich Road and South Walsham Road. In addition, full planning permission was granted in October 2025 for 100 new homes, along with outline permission for a further 100 homes and 90 retirement apartments on land south of Leffins Lane.
Because of these changes, the Parish Council began a full review of the Neighbourhood Plan in 2024, to ensure it remains up to date and continues to guide how the village develops in the future. Once complete, the updated Plan will replace the 2015 version.
The review is being led by a Steering Group of Parish Councillors, all of whom are local residents. The first step was to assess the existing policies, checking whether they still align with current planning rules and remain relevant to Acle.
This work showed that while many policies are still appropriate, some need updating, and there is also a need for new ones. To support this, new evidence has been prepared, including a Data Profile, a Housing Needs Assessment, and a Design Guidance document.
The modified Plan has also been shaped by feedback from the community, including responses to the Household Survey in February 2025 and a public consultation event in November 2025. In addition, people were able to submit their comments online between November 2025 and January 2026.
Although there are new and updated policies, the overall vision for Acle remains the same. The Plan continues to provide a strong framework for managing development in the village.
This work has been funded through grants from Locality and Broadland District Council, which we expect will cover the majority of the cost of preparing the modified Plan.
It’s also worth noting that having a Neighbourhood Plan brings financial benefits, with 25% of Community Infrastructure Levy funding coming back to the parish, compared to 15% without one.
In terms of next steps, the Parish Council will be asked to formally submit the Plan for independent examination. If the changes are considered minor, the modified Plan can be adopted without further consultation. However, if they are considered more significant, it will go to a local referendum, where residents will have the final say on whether the Plan should be adopted.
If you’d like to find out more, full details of the Plan are available on our website. I also have a few printed copies here this evening if anyone would like to take a look.
Just to note, the public consultation period has now closed, so we’re no longer at a stage where changes can be made to the content, but we’re very happy to answer any questions.

Fiona Richardson
Deputy Clerk / Assets Manager
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