

The Annual Meeting of the Parish of Acle on Monday, 7th April 2025
Held in the Methodist Church at 7.00pm



Present:  
Acle Parish Councillors: Jamie Pizey (Chairman), Sally Aldridge, Barry Coveley, Tony Hemmingway, Wendy Kenny Richard Powell and Jess Royal, David Stephenson, parish clerk Pauline James, deputy clerk Fiona Richardson, assistant clerk Kristina Smyth and fifteen residents.

Apologies:
Parish Councillors: Sarah Carter, Jackie Clover and Indra Goodson.
Rev’d Martin Greenland.

Freedom of the Parish:
Acle residents John Harriss and Vernon Cumpstey were each presented with certificates of the honorary Freedom of the Parish as recognition of their long service in the village.

Dualling of the A47:
Robert Norman from Galliford Try attended on behalf of National Highways and gave an update on the dualling of A47 at North Burlingham. Work has started on the construction of the flyover at the White House junction, which will necessitate nighttime closures of the road, and contra-flow traffic during the daytime, with average speed cameras. The bridge should be open by the end of the year. The complete scheme should be open by April or May 2026.

Police Report:
The parish clerk read a report from the local police officers; Acle remains a safe place to live. Most crimes reported are between people who are known to each other.

Minutes of the 2024 Meeting:
The minutes of the meeting held on 22nd April 2024 were approved, and were signed by Acle Parish Council Chairman Jamie Pizey, on behalf of the Meeting.

Matters Arising from these Minutes:
1. Norfolk County Council has installed a new bus shelter at Folly Tree House and added real-time information boards.

2. Norfolk County Council repaired the road surface in The Street in late 2024.

3. The clerk reported that the developer of land north and south of Leffins Lane had submitted plans for a new footway in part of Leffins Lane.

Acle Parish Council Annual Report:
Jamie Pizey read a report which is appended to these minutes.






Report on the Replacement Fletcher Room:
Acle Assistant Clerk gave a report; Plans have been submitted for the replacement building. Grants are being applied for, but a loan may be needed. Work continues on the ground lease. The building work is planned for the summer school holidays.

Broadland District Council and Norfolk County Council:
Lana Hempsall has resigned as district councillor and there will be a by-election for a new district councillor on 15th May 

Lana Hempsall is also the Norfolk County Councillor for Acle and sent a report which was published on Acle Parish Council’s website.

Acle Good Neighbours and Foodbank:
Sally Aldridge gave a report which is published on the Council’s website.

Acle Lands Trust and Beeline:
Richard Powell spoke about the work done by the Lands Trust volunteers, along with the Bure Valley Conservation Volunteers, including Damgate Woods, Roman Wood. The group has been contracted by Norfolk County Council to cut the Weavers Way paths. The group also gets some income from the management scheme for the Constable Doles, South of Damgate Lane. The volunteers also help with cutting the track to the new cemetery, the management of the wildlife area in St Edmunds churchyard, Jubilee Wood, Farrow’s Wood, the allotments and helped with the village centre Christmas trees. Richard is currently mapping all the village trees, to feed into the Neighbourhood Plan. The volunteers were thanked. 

Areas on grass verges within the village have just been marked out for no mowing. Last year over 90 species were counted in the unmown areas. The grass in the Damgate Lane play area is more difficult as it has fewer species. The aim of the Beeline project is to provide a route of food and shelter through the village for inspects and birds. One aim of the Neighbourhood Plan is to protect the track at the top of Mills Lane and to improve the link to Burlingham Woods.

Acle Recreation Centre:
Trustee Barry Brooks gave a report which is published on the Council’s website.

Acle’s Neighbourhood Plan:
The deputy clerk gave a report:
A Neighbourhood Plan is an important way for communities like ours to shape the future of our area. It allows us to influence the design of new housing, protect green spaces, and ensure that local infrastructure and services meet our needs. Most importantly, it gives us a stronger voice in planning decisions, helping to guide development.
Acle’s current Neighbourhood Plan was adopted in 2015 and now needs to be updated We are working hard to have a new one in place by the end of the year. A dedicated team of volunteers is leading this work, working closely with expert consultants who are guiding us through the process. This project is being funded through grants from Locality and Broadland District Council, which we hope will cover the full cost of creating the new plan.
As part of this work, we recently carried out a household survey, with 27% of residents responding. This has given us valuable insights into what matters most to our community. Your comments will be used to help draft the policies in the Plan. We have also completed the final draft of a Housing Needs Assessment—this is a study which looks at what types of homes Acle will need in the future to support local people. In addition, a Design Code is being developed, which will set out guidelines to make sure that any new buildings fit in with the character and identity of our village.
Parishes with a Neighbourhood Plan in place receive 25% of any Community Infrastructure Levy money, instead of just 15%, so this is a good incentive to have an up-to-date plan.
You can find out more on our website and there will be posts on facebook. There will be consultation on the final Plan before a local referendum for local residents. Keep an eye out for publicity later this year.

Acle & District Men’s Shed:
The clerk read out a report which is published on the Council’s website.

Parishioners’ Comments and Questions:
None.



There being no further business the meeting was closed at 20.10 p.m.







Signed....................................................................		Dated...............................................
Chair of the Parish Council on behalf of the Meeting
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