DRAFT

Acle Parish Council
Meeting Date: Monday, 30th March 2026
Venue: Acle Methodist Church
at 7.00p.m. 

PRESENT: 

Chairman: Jamie Pizey
Councillors: Sally Aldridge, Sarah Carter, Jackie Clover, Barry Coveley, Indra Goodson, Tony Hemmingway, Wendy Kenny (left part-way through meeting) and Richard Powell 

Also Parish Clerk Pauline James and Deputy Clerk Fiona Richardson.
There were eight members of the public present. Matters raised included road closures, speeding in Damgate Lane, water leaks and the forthcoming county council elections. 
	1
	APOLOGIES 
Tim Brown and David Stephenson.


	2
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Jackie Clover, Barry Coveley and Jamie Pizey - Trustees of Acle Recreation Centre 


	3
	MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of 23rd February 2026 were agreed to be correct, and were signed by Jamie Pizey, as Chairman.


	4
	ACLE RECREATION CENTRE
Trustee Barry Brooks gave a short report:  The Charity’s officers had all been re-appointed at the AGM.

The Recreation Centre’s Accounts had been circulated to the councillors.

It was note that the Charity does not have sufficient income to put away funds into earmarked reserves for the future repair and/or replacement of all its assets. The past annual rental income from the car park lease is therefore included in general reserves.

The clerk asked the councillors if they felt that the rental income paid by Broadland District Council, under the terms of a lease to Acle Parish Council, should be collected and retained by the Parish Council so that the councillors would be confident that the money would be available for future repairs. After some discussion it was confirmed that the Trustees present at the meeting that the rental payments would be placed in a restricted earmarked reserve from now on.


	
	Draft Renewal Lease
The clerk reviewed the draft renewal lease for the Recreation Centre car park, with the Parish Council leasing it to Broadland District Council. The renewal lease is for the main car park area, for 12 years, for £2,200pa rent. The clerk asked some questions and requested some clarification and then, following the replies from BDC’s solicitor, sent it to the Parish Council’s solicitor to ensure that the Lease is in the best interests of the Parish Council. 

The parish clerk reminded the Trustees that the Parish Council’s solicitor would not be able to confirm if the lease is in the best interests of the Charity as he will be acting for the Parish Council.


	5
	CLERKS’ REPORT

	
	The Parish Clerk had circulated a report to all the councillors in advance of the meeting and will post a public version on the website. The contents of the report were noted and adopted. A public copy is appended to these minutes.


	5.1
	New Cemetery:


	5.1.1
	The Policy for the new cemetery was approved.


	5.1.2
	It was agreed:
· To purchase two memorial benches from Glasdon, with funds from Acle Good Neighbours
· To plant a rowan tree in the Reflection Area
· To put metal “estate fencing” either side of the path where it ends at the Reflection Area
· To name the site “Legerfield Cemetery”


	5.2
	Folly Tree House:


	5.2.1
	Electricity has been installed for the ANPR system for the car park.


	5.2.2
	Three quotes were obtained for repairs to the flat roof and a contractor had been selected by the working party.


	5.3
	The appointment of some trustees to Acle Lands Trust will be delayed until the April meeting.


	5.4
	The owner of the former police station has applied to name the access road Oliver Court. The councillors had no objections to this name.


	5.5
	Loan Application:
The parish clerk explained that she had not yet applied for the loan from the Public Works Loan Board. There is a penalty for early repayment which needs to be checked and it is hoped that more information on the likely CIL money from new housing will be available soon, which may affect the application. 

	5.6
	Clerk’s hours:
The clerk confirmed that she has taken some of the accrued hours as Time Off In Lieu of payment for hours worked (TOIL) but she still has many hours to re-coup. It was confirmed that the clerk could continue to take TOIL and would report back at the end of June, with a view to being paid for the remaining hours at that point.


	5.7
	The Government has indicated that its preferred option is the 3-unitary council model for Norfolk. Acle would be in the East area. 


	5.8
	A complaint about parking issues in Fletcher Way was noted. The police have been informed and the Schol have been asked to speak to parents and staff about it.


	5.9
	The Police sent their thanks for the funding of the meeting room for the recent Priority Setting Meeting.


	5.10
	Fleggburgh Parish Council received some funding to run drop-in sessions for the testing of portable appliances and offered to run a 3-hour session in Acle. The deputy clerk will arrange this.

	5.12
	The person who had offered to purchase a new bench for the Recreation Centre car park is no longer able to do so. Acle Men’s Shed has offered to carry out some repairs.

	5.13
	Anna Rodriguez has informed the council that she is no longer technically a “tree warden” as that group has disbanded, but she is happy to continue to look after Acle’s trees.

	6
	PLANNING

	6.1.1
	Office above Zen Hair Studio – change of use from offices to one bedroom self-contained flat and first floor dormer extension (2026/0179). The plans have been amended to include a window which could operate as a fire escape. The applicant’s agent confirmed that there is only parking for one vehicle for the flat, and that the occupier of the shop would have to park elsewhere. There were no objections to the amended plans.

	6.2
	Decision by Broadland District Council:

	6.2.1
	6 Bensley Close – single storey rear glass room extension (2026/0075) – approved.


	7
	REVIEW OF ACLE’S NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

	7.1
	The working party meets again on 13th April. The draft Plan will be amended following the consultation phase and will be presented to full Council at the May meeting. 





	8
	FINANCE REPORT
The finance report had been shared with all councillors in advance of the meeting:

	
	
	Receipts:
	
	                        £

	42 The Street
	Rent 
	1,114.00

	44 The Street
	Rent
	625.00

	Broadland DC
	Lottery for foodbank
	15.00

	Unit 1
	Reimbursement electricity
	672.66

	Unit 2
	Reimbursement electricity
	483.37

	Unit 3
	Reimbursement electricity
	64.54

	Various
	Burial and memorial fees
	1,080.00

	Upton PC
	Reimbursement costs
	6.25

	Lloyds
	Bank interest for month 
	17.87

	Acle Relief in Need
	Donation for Acle Good Neighbours
	100.00

	Payments:
	
	

	Lloyds DD
	Bank charges
	10.50

	EDF DD
	Electricity for BGC 
	322.94

	EDF DD
	Electricity for FTH
	1,388.71

	Comm-Tech DD
	Broadband at BGC
	53.30

	SSE DD
	Streetlights 
	1,213.79

	Tesco DD
	Mobile phones cost
	129.94

	Telecoms World DD
	Foodbank phoneline
	18.58

	Copy IT Sharp DD
	Copying
	44.03

	RDM Gregg
	T-shirts for beer festival
	360.00

	Tudor Printing
	Signs for cemetery track
	141.60

	Pauline James
	Foodbank parcel
	29.43

	East Commercial
	Credit checks
	180.00

	Norfolk Home Services
	Plumbing at unit 3
	110.34

	Norfolk Home Services
	Replacement tap at cemetery
	100.32

	Mick Mantle
	Window cleaning
	18.00

	Acle Methodist Church
	Room hire
	60.00

	Scribe
	Asset management system
	87.60

	Brundall Shop
	Consumables
	57.46

	Rick Goodley
	Purchase of wheelbarrow
	119.50

	Recreation Centre
	Youth club room hire
	142.00

	Hugh Crane Cleaning
	Supplies
	60.10

	Various
	Employment costs and exps 
	10,278.56

	Acle Borderland Trust
	Room hire for archive, office and foodbank
	1,650.00

	Broadland DC
	Litter bin collection for year
	1,778.40

	Broadland DC
	Dog bin collection for year
	1,185.60

	T T Jones
	Replacement LED lanterns
	840.00

	
	
	

	Balance c/f 30.03.26
	
	26,481.05

	Balances in Savings:
	
	

	HMRC
	VAT due to Council
	2,920.66

	BDC
	Parish investment scheme
	53,154.03

	Total monies
	
	82,555.74

	Loan
	Acle Recreation Centre
	3,750.00

	Total
	
	86,305.74






	

	
February’s payments, all payments made between meetings, and the Clerk’s bank reconciliation dated 24th February 2026 were checked against the bank statements by Jackie Clover and Wendy Kenny.
                                                
The Clerk had circulated an Actual vs Budget report for the 12 months to 30th March, before adjustments for debtors and creditors.

The finance report was approved.

The clerk presented a list of current direct debits and standing orders, as required by the Financial Regulations. These were noted and approved.


	9
	ENVIRONMENT


	9.1
	Richard Powell reported that a digger would be hired in April to re-grade the banks along the cemetery track. 


	9.2
	The deputy clerk was asked to report to NCC Highways the overgrown hedge near the Travelodge and the overgrown ditch in Norwich Road.


	10
	HIGHWAYS

	10.1
	NCC sent a consultation for a 20mph speed limit on the Glover Road estate. The councillors had no objections to this.


	10.2
	It was noted that New Road would be closed 7th – 8th April for the removal and replacement of surface water covers. 


	10.3
	The Street (by The Limes) was closed at this time for a burst water main.

	10.3
	NCC had suggested that bollards could be installed on New Road with the junction of Broadland Way, to reduce parking. It was agreed to monitor the situation.


	10.4
	It was agreed to consider the purchase of additional benches or single seats to make Acle village centre more age-friendly.


	11
	ACTION PLAN


	11.1
	The revised Action Plan was noted.


	12
	RESILIENCE PLAN
There was no update on the Plan and it was agreed to remove this from future agendas.


	13
	NEXT MEETING
The next Parish Council meeting is scheduled for Monday, 27th April 2026, at 7.00pm.

The Annual Parish Meeting is on Monday, 20th April at 7.00pm





There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 8.38pm.






Signed:……………………………….		Dated:………………………
  Chairman
30.03.2026    1

