DRAFT

Acle Parish Council
Meeting Date: Monday, 27th April 2026
Venue: Acle Methodist Church
at 7.00p.m. 

PRESENT: 

Chairman: Jamie Pizey
Councillors: Sally Aldridge, Tim Brown, Sarah Carter, Jackie Clover, Indra Goodson, Tony Hemmingway, Wendy Kenny, Richard Powell and David Stephenson.

Also Parish Clerk Pauline James and Deputy Clerk Fiona Richardson.
There were three members of the public present, along with District Councillor Jimmi Lee. 
	1
	APOLOGIES 
Barry Coveley


	2
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Jackie Clover and Jamie Pizey - Trustees of Acle Recreation Centre 


	3
	MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of 30th March 2026 were agreed to be correct, and were signed by Jamie Pizey, as Chairman.


	4
	ACLE RECREATION CENTRE
There was no report from the Recreation Centre.


	
	Draft Renewal Lease: the Parish Council’s solicitor had checked over the draft renewal lease and had recommended one addition. This has been sent to Broadland District Council’s solicitor for review. 


	5
	CLERKS’ REPORT

	
	The Parish Clerk had circulated a report to all the councillors in advance of the meeting and will post a public version on the website. The contents of the report were noted and adopted. A public copy is appended to these minutes.


	5.1
	New Cemetery:


	5.1.1
	Arthur Jary’s will be installing small, numbered markers for the first two lines of burials.


	5.1.2
	Various panels and planters had been considered for the front of the Reflection Area. It was agreed by a majority that it would not be possible to keep plants alive in a planter, because there is no water supply at the new cemetery. 

It was therefore agreed to continue with decorative metal panels fixed to metal estate fencing.

	5.1.3
	It was agreed to purchase two benches with the side panels saying, “Donated by Acle Good Neighbours” on green side panels. The slats are man-made and would require little maintenance. Concrete pads for four benches will be put in, ready for future benches.


	5.1.4
	It was agreed to buy an older rowan tree so as to have a larger specimen, rather than a sapling. Richard Powell will source a suitable tree for the Autumn.


	5.1.5
	Richard Powell reported that the work had been done to level the right-hand side of the track and to move soil from the spoil pile in the old cemetery. The left-hand side of the track will be strimmed shortly.


	5.2
	Folly Tree House:

	
	Unit 1 assignment – this was moved to private session at the end of the meeting.


	5.3
	The appointment of trustees to Acle Lands Trust was moved to the May meeting.


	5.4
	MAP had sent a comprehensive report on the Youth club. The councillors were appreciative of the various activities being put on for the young people.


	5.5
	A free PAT-testing drop in event will be arranged shortly. Jamie Pizey offered to help on the day.


	5.6
	The deputy clerk confirmed that the Council was complying with the requirements of the new Renters’ Rights Act which takes effect on 1st May. The required notice had been sent to all tenants in the flats.


	5.7
	The Government has indicated that its preferred option is the 3-unitary council model for Norfolk. Acle would be in the East area.  The clerk advised that it is possible that Broadland District Council may offer parish and town councils some assets that it does not wish to transfer to the new authority, but also that some existing agreements and arrangement may not continue.


	5.8
	Further correspondence received about parking issues in Fletcher Way was noted. The police have been informed and the School has been asked to speak to parents and staff about the problems.


	5.9
	There had been an offer to purchase part of Acle Lands Trust land that fronts onto the Acle Straight. The councillors agreed that this should not be sold.


	5.10
	All councillors have now signed up to the Council’s Code of Conduct.

	5.12
	Acle & District Men’s Shed have repaired the bench at the entrance to the Recreation Centre car park. It was agreed to give a donation of £50 as thanks for the work done.

	6
	PLANNING

	6.1.1
	8, Oxcroft (2026/0977) T1 - Small, dead whitebeam in the rear garden to be removed, but left as a standing pole (3-4ft) for the customer to hang birdboxes from. This was noted.

	6.2
	Decisions by Broadland District Council:

	6.2.1
	Office above Zen Hair Studio – change of use from offices to one bedroom self-contained flat and first floor dormer extension (2026/0179) – refused. 


	6.2.2
	Verge adjacent 49 South Walsham Road 2026/0867 T1 Beech - Fell under an exception to the TPO Restrictions for dangerous trees.


	7
	REVIEW OF ACLE’S NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

	7.1
	The working party met again on 13th April to review the Consultation Report. The draft Plan will be presented to full Council at the May meeting. 



	8
	FINANCE REPORT
The finance report had been shared with all councillors in advance of the meeting:

	
	
	Receipts:
	
	                        £

	42 The Street
	Rent 
	1,128.50

	44 The Street
	Rent
	647.00

	Broadland DC
	Lottery for foodbank
	17.50

	Unit 1
	Reimbursement electricity
	501.37

	Unit 2
	Reimbursement electricity
	530.27

	Unit 3
	Reimbursement electricity
	63.18

	Unit 4
	Reimbursement electricity x 2
	240.50

	Upton PC
	Reimbursement costs
	21.25

	Lloyds
	Bank interest for month 
	21.89

	Various
	Burial and memorial fees
	1,385.00

	Men’s Shed
	Annual rent
	160.00

	HMRC
	VAT refund
	2,849.54

	BDC
	Final 10% re public toilets
	1,613.80

	Acle Borderland Trust
	Donation 
	53,000.00

	BDC 
	First half precept
	84,812.00

	Payments:
	
	

	Lloyds DD
	Bank charges
	11.50

	EDF DD
	Electricity for BGC 
	184.50

	EDF DD
	Electricity for FTH
	1,495.43

	Comm-Tech DD
	Broadband at BGC
	53.30

	SSE DD
	Streetlights 
	1,157.59

	Tesco DD
	Mobile phones cost
	66.97

	Telecoms World DD
	Foodbank phoneline
	18.86

	Anglian Water
	Cemetery
	14.45

	Drainage Board
	Drainage rates
	91.80

	Copy IT Sharp
	Copying
	30.00

	Rialtas
	Accounts package
	396.00

	Pauline James
	Zoom subs
	279.80

	Methodist Church
	Room hire
	84.00

	Rec Centre
	Youth club room hire
	177.50

	Ms Chadwick
	Reimbursement ashes fee
	57.65

	Fiona Richardson
	Supplies
	15.04

	Kristina Smyth
	Supplies
	4.20

	Garden Guardian
	Grasscutting
	2,306.57

	Compass
	N Plan consultancy
	938.70

	Scribe
	Asset management system
	87.60

	NALC
	Training – Fiona
	84.00

	Community Action
	Subs
	50.00

	Rural Services
	Subs
	66.16

	Hugh Crane Cleaning
	Supplies
	47.93

	Various
	Employment costs and exps 
	9,846.91

	T T Jones
	Annual check of lights
	2,036.16

	
	
	

	Balance c/f 27.04.26
	
	153,430.45

	Balances in Savings:
	
	

	HMRC
	VAT due to Council
	Not known at present

	BDC savings
	Interest for year £3,611.14 
	58,777.41

	Total monies
	
	212,207.86

	Loan
	Acle Recreation Centre
	3,750.00

	Total
	
	215,957.86






	


	
March’s payments, all payments made between meetings, and the Clerk’s bank reconciliation dated 31st March 2026 were checked against the bank statements by Sally Aldridge, Sarah Carter, Tony Hemmingway and Wendy Kenny.

The parish clerk reported that the new National Minimum Wage has been adopted where appropriate.

The Accounts for the year ended 31st March 2026 will be available at the May meeting.
                                                
The finance report was approved.


	9
	ENVIRONMENT


	9.1
	Work is being done to cut the path at Jubilee Wood.


	9.2
	Richard Powell asked the clerks to contact the contractors who cut the grass along the footpath along A47 from the Glover Road estate to Jubilee Woods. It was promised that it would be a wildflower area but it is cut regularly instead. The deputy clerk will ask them to change their cutting regime. Richard offered to meet with the contractors to discuss this.


	10
	HIGHWAYS


	10.1
	The deputy clerk had received a reply from NCC Highways about the request for the 20mph speed limit throughout village: National guidelines on 20mph are quite restrictive, they need to be self-enforcing (i.e. on a closed estate) or a at a point of particular risk such as outside a primary school - but even then they would not likely be placed on C category road. I can bear it in mind but unless the national guidance changes then I can’t see a 20mph limit being placed on the town centre.


	10.2
	NCC will investigate suitable locations for “Children Playing” signage on Damgate Lane. The former signage appears to have been removed.


	10.3
	NCC are planning to install a dropped kerb on Bridewell Lane. This was welcomed.

	
10.3
	The deputy clerk also reported that NCC Highways have submitted a request to Central Government for consideration of a signalised crossing on the road. At this stage, it is unclear whether this request will be approved, but it is considered worthwhile to submit it for assessment. This was welcomed.

	10.4
	The path through from South Walsham Road to Nursery Close is closed at present, owing to a burst water main.

	11
	POLICIES


	11.1
	These were postponed until the next meeting.

	
	

	12
	NEXT MEETING
The Annual Parish Council meeting is scheduled for Monday, 18th May 2026, at 7.00pm.





At this point it was resolved under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 to exclude members of the public to discuss the assignment of the lease of Unit 1.
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