DRAFT

Acle Parish Council
Annual Meeting Date: Monday, 18th May 2026
Venue: Acle Methodist Church
at 7.00p.m. 

PRESENT: 
Chairman: Jamie Pizey
Councillors: Sally Aldridge, Tim Brown, Sarah Carter, Jackie Clover, Indra Goodson, Tony Hemmingway, Wendy Kenny, Richard Powell (arrived later) and David Stephenson.

Also Parish Clerk Pauline James and Deputy Clerk Fiona Richardson.
There were six members of the public present. Matters raised included: repairs needed at the cemetery, the local “cluster” or parish councils and late night buses.

District Councillor Jimmi Lee gave a brief report.
Justine Thomas of Reform UK was elected county councillor for the Acle Division on 7th May. Justine sent her apologies that she could not attend this meeting but hoped to attend the next one.
	1
	ELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIRMEN
Jamie Pizey was unanimously elected as Chairman of the Pairsh Council and signed a declaration of acceptance of office.

Jackie Clover and Sarah Carter were elected as joint-Vice-Chairs of the Council.


	2
	APOLOGIES 
Barry Coveley


	3
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Jackie Clover, Barry Coveley and Jamie Pizey - Trustees of Acle Recreation Centre.


	4
	MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of 27th April 2026 were agreed to be correct, and were signed by Jamie Pizey, as Chairman.


	5
	ACLE RECREATION CENTRE
Barry Brooks gave a short report: new doors to the Bure/Yare Rooms have been installed. The floodlights at the all-weather pitch will be replaced shortly. 


	
	Draft Renewal Lease: 
Broadland District Council is ready to sign this. The Recreation Centre has proposed that there should be a break clause for the Parish Council as they are concerned that BDC might seek to make it a pay and display car park. The clerk was authorised to ask the Council’s solicitor to draft a break clause and to consider if anything could be added to prohibit charging for parking.

	6
	CLERKS’ REPORT

	
	The Parish Clerk had circulated a report to all the councillors in advance of the meeting and will post a public version on the website. The contents of the report were noted and adopted. A public copy is appended to these minutes.


	6.1
	New Cemetery:


	6.1.1
	Acle Lands Trust carried out excellent work on the track leading to the new cemetery, levelling the verges so they can be accessed properly, and maintained, going forward. Particular thanks go to Richard Powell and Adam Fisher for delivering this work. Acle Lands Trust volunteers have also offered to cut the grass in the new cemetery for the first year. Richard has mown the thistles and is going to treat the mares tail weeds with salt to reduce the numbers.


	6.1.2
	The working party had agreed that the idea of decorative panels fixed to metal estate fencing was not going to be suitable. It was therefore agreed to install just the metal estate fencing.


	6.2
	Folly Tree House:

	
	Unit 1 assignment – the legal fees deposit was received, and the Parish Council’s solicitor has been instructed.

The Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) equipment should be installed shortly. The tenants have been informed.


	6.3
	The appointment of trustees to Acle Lands Trust was deferred until a later meeting.


	6.4
	Staffing:
This was moved to private session. 

Richard Powell joined the meeting at this point.


	6.5
	A free PAT-Testing event has been arranged for Saturday 6th June, from 10.00am to 1.00pm, at the Fletcher Community Rooms.


	6.5
	Youth Club:
The current agreement ran out on 31st March.  The assistant clerk had provided a new agreement with MAP. As their funding has been reduced, the new fee is for £12,000 for 26 weeks from 1st April. The weekly cost of £460, plus room hire, was noted. The future of the youth club provision will be considered at a later date. The councillors were keen to see the youth club continue.


	6.6
	Street Naming – “Hawthorn Meadow” had been proposed by the developer for the access road for the land opposite 56 Damgate Lane. The councillors had no objections to the name.


	7
	PLANNING

	7.1
	4 Calthorpe Cottages, The Green - Replacement of existing swinging double sided sign, 2 x acrylic wall signs and installation of frosted window vinyl (2026/1120) (Fairweather Law). There were no objections to the plans in principle but noted that there were no drawings of the proposed signs.


	8
	REVIEW OF ACLE’S NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

	



	The Council approved the submission of the modified Acle Neighbourhood Plan to Broadland District Council and to the Broads Authority comprising:
· Acle Modified Neighbourhood Plan submission version
· Acle Design Guidance and Codes
· Basic Conditions Statement
· Consultation Statement 
· Acle Reg 16 Statement
Supporting documents:
· Acle Housing Needs Assessment
· Acle Data Profile
The clerks were thanked for the input in to the project, and the councillors also thanked the members of the working party.


	9
	ACCOUNTS AND ANNUAL RETURN


	9.1
	The report from the Internal Auditor, John Gallop, was noted. The councillors noted that John Gallop is independent of the Council, and qualified to do the internal audit.


	9.2
	The clerk presented the Accounts for the year ended 31st March 2026. The Council approved the Accounts and Jamie Pizey signed on behalf of the Council.


	9.3
	Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26

The Annual Governance Statement was considered and Yes replies were agreed for each assertion, where applicable. The Statement was signed by parish clerk, Pauline James, and by Jamie Pizey on behalf of the Council


	9.3
	Accounting Statements:
The Accounting Statement is a summary of the detailed Accounts. It had already been signed by the Responsible Financial Officer (the parish clerk). Jamie Pizey signed on behalf of the Council.



	10
	FINANCE REPORT
The finance report had been shared with all councillors in advance of the meeting:

	
	
	Receipts:
	
	                        £

	42 The Street
	Rent 
	1,128.50

	44 The Street
	Rent
	647.00

	Broadland DC
	Lottery for foodbank
	12.00

	Unit 3
	Reimbursement electricity
	52.31

	Allotment Association
	Water used for the year
	286.25

	SSE
	Refund of electricity costs
	1,428.90

	Lloyds
	Bank interest
	56.55

	Upton PC
	Share of costs
	227.18

	Payments:
	
	

	Lloyds DD
	Bank charges
	9.50

	Comm-Tech DD
	Broadband at BGC
	57.19

	Tesco DD
	Mobile phones cost
	73.58

	HSS Training
	Legionella Training
	318.00

	Michael Mantle
	Window cleaning
	18.00

	Jacksons
	New gate for Damgate Play Area
	455.70

	Rhinos
	Chipping for path (s106 monies)
	901.54

	Men’s Shed
	Donation for repairs to bench
	50.00

	Pam Black
	Plants for planters
	33.00

	Rec Centre
	Youth club room hire
	142.00

	Moulton Nurseries
	Compost
	24.00

	Broadland DC
	Premises Licence
	70.00

	Broadland DC
	Rates for BGC
	4,154.80

	Nfk ALC
	Subscription
	618.88

	Fiona Richardson
	Supplies
	7.65

	Kristina Smyth
	Supplies
	66.43

	Garden Guardian
	Grasscutting
	2,306.57

	Copy IT
	Copying
	30.00

	Scribe
	Asset management system
	87.60

	Hugh Crane Cleaning
	Supplies
	259.36

	Various
	Employment costs and exps 
	9,583.07

	T T Jones
	Annual check of lights
	344.52

	T T Jones
	Repairs
	660.00

	
	
	

	Balance c/f 18.05.26
	
	136,997.64

	Balances in Savings:
	
	

	HMRC
	VAT due to Council
	1,845.61

	BDC savings
	
	58,777.41

	Total monies
	
	197,620.66

	Loan
	Acle Recreation Centre
	3,750.00

	Total
	
	201,370.66





	


	
April’s payments, all payments made between meetings, and the Clerk’s bank reconciliation dated 27th April 2026 were checked against the bank statements by Jackie Clover and Wendy Kenny.
                                                
The finance report was approved.


	11
	ENVIRONMENT


	11.1
	As part of the Green Infrastructure funding from Broadland District Council (BDC), Acle Lands Trust has completed works to improve the footpath access to Jubilee Woods. This has significantly enhanced accessibility, as the area previously became very muddy and difficult to pass through. 

Richard Powell and the deputy clerk have submitted quotes to Broadland District Council in order to utilise the Green Infrastructure funding available to Acle Parish Council.



	11.2
	Richard Powell reported that work was being done on the Constable Doles, which is maintained by Acle Lands Trust, including a new bridge to link the land with an adjacent field, to improve grazing of the land.


	11.3
	Richard is going to strip the turf on the grass verge in New Road and in Damgate Lane play area, in order to improve the growth of the wild flowers.


	12
	HIGHWAYS


	12.1
	The streetlights on the Glover Road estate have been formally handed over to the Parish Council.


	12.2
	The councillors decided to purchase a memorial bench for Mick Ward, who died recently and who had worked for the Council for nearly 30 years. The new bench will replace the current bench on The Green, with the existing bench being moved to the Folly Tree Green, if possible.


	13
	POLICIES


	
	These were postponed until the next meeting.


	14
	NEXT MEETING
The next Parish Council meeting is scheduled for Monday, 29th June 2026, at 7.00pm.





At this point it was resolved under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 to exclude members of the public to discuss staffing.

	15.1
	Rick Goodley is now submitting timesheets each month. Over the last three weeks he worked 6.0, 6.0 and 7.5 hours, respectively.


	15.2
	The deputy clerk was asked to draft an advert for a cleaner. Holiday and sickness cover will also be needed. It was agreed that it was appropriate to allocate the work formerly done in the play areas, cemetery and bus shelters to Rick Goodley, as he already carries out checks and maintenance.






There being no further business, the meeting was closed.






Signed:……………………………….		Dated:………………………
  Chairman
18.05.2026    1

