DRAFT

Acle Parish Council
Annual Meeting Date: Monday, 29th June 2026
Venue: Acle Methodist Church
at 7.00p.m. 

PRESENT: 
Chairman: Jamie Pizey
Councillors: Sally Aldridge, Tim Brown, Jackie Clover, Indra Goodson, Tony Hemmingway, Wendy Kenny, Richard Powell.

Also Parish Clerk Pauline James and Deputy Clerk Fiona Richardson.
There were seven members of the public present. Matters raised included night buses.

District Councillor Jimmi Lee gave a brief report including the Police and Crime Commissioner elections taking place on 16th July. 
Norfolk County Councillor Justine Thomas introduced herself and said she would work hard for residents of the Acle division. She said that there were funds available to county councillors to spend on local highways projects. She was asked to look into issues caused by parking on the H-bar markings on Reedham Road. 
	1
	APOLOGIES 
Barry Coveley and David Stephenson.


	2
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Jackie Clover and Jamie Pizey - Trustees of Acle Recreation Centre. Sally Aldridge – possible donation for the seat made by her husband.


	3
	MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of 18th May 2026 were agreed to be correct, and were signed by Jamie Pizey, as Chairman.


	4
	ACLE RECREATION CENTRE
Barry Brooks gave a short report: new LED lights had been installed at the All-Weather pitch.

The councillors agreed to use the £7,500 grant budget to pay for some of the costs of this new lighting.


	
	Draft Renewal Lease: 
The lease had been amended by the Parish Council’s solicitor to include a break clause for the Parish Council, and to prohibit charging for parking. It was therefore agreed to approve the renewal lease. The clerk will sign as proper officer on behalf of the Parish Council.




	5
	CLERKS’ REPORT

	
	The Parish Clerk had circulated a report to all the councillors in advance of the meeting and will post a public version on the website. The contents of the report were noted and adopted. A public copy is appended to these minutes.


	5.1
	New Cemetery:


	5.1.1
	Unfortunately it appears that the grass seed has not grown well because of the weather and will need re-seeding in the Autumn.


	5.1.2
	The new estate fencing for reflection area was discussed and it was agreed to purchase the fencing unpainted, to leave it to weather and only to paint it if it no longer looked attractive at a later date.


	5.1.3
	The benches for the reflection area, donated by Acle Good Neighbours, have arrived and will be installed shortly.


	5.2
	Folly Tree House:


	5.2.1
	ANPR has been installed to restrict parking to two hours, to support the retail units and to prevent all-day parking by commuters. There has been a complaint about the restrictions but the councillors agreed that the restrictions are appropriate.


	5.2.2
	The deputy clerk had dealt with a problem with a blocked drain. She is arranging for all the drains to be checked and mapped, and will get quotes for the repair.


	5.2.3
	Unit 1 assignment – the legal documents have been drafted by the Council’s solicitor and sent to the assignee’s solicitor.


	5.3
	The appointment of trustees to Acle Lands Trust. It was agreed to re-appoint Dennis Fisher, Adam Fisher, Anna Rodriguez, Kenneth Gale and to appoint Jackie Clover.

Richard Powell was thanked for his time as trustee.


	5.4
	Staffing:
The staff appraisals were done for the clerks.

Robert Monument has been appointed as cleaner for the public toilets.

The post of holiday and sickness cover has been advertised, with an interview taking place shortly.


	5.5
	War Memorial hedging:
The local Royal British Legion had raised concerns about the hedging around the war memorial, which is affected by box blight. The councillors decided that the hedging was not too bad at present and that it would be monitored. In the future a low metal fencing might be added to edge the memorial site.


	5.6
	Brian Grint Centre:
The assistant clerk had met with a potential hirer. She would want to hire the larger upstairs room, and the archive files would need to be moved downstairs to the foodbank room. Since there have been few hires of these rooms it was agreed to investigate a long-term licence.

	5.7
	Damgate Lane Play Area Refurbishment:
Councillors were asked to consider:
1.	Preferred material - wood, metal or plastic, and plain or coloured
2.	Age range we are aiming for
3.	Working party - currently Cllr Pizey & Cllr Stephenson. Indra Goodson and Tim Brown offered to join the working party.


	5.8
	Memorial for Mick Ward:
The current bench on The Green is 8ft and it is difficult to find a replacement of this size. It is not in poor condition and the Men’s Shed have offered to refurbish it. A plaque can then be bought and fixed to the bench. Mick’s family have suggested a tree be planted in Mick’s memory. This was all agreed.


	5.9
	Refill scheme:
The deputy clerk has re-launched the Refill Scheme in the village; local businesses are encouraged to display a sticker which informs people that they can refill their water bottles for free at that premises.


	5.10
	Reminder re Data Protection:
It is no longer a legal requirement for councillors’’ addresses to be publicly available so these details have been removed from the Council’s website and must not be given out without the councillor’s permission. Broadland District Council has removed councillors’ addresses on the register of interests forms. 
The councillors were reminded that documents in the shared folders are not to be shared with anyone outside the Council. Care must also be taken when forwarding on emails from residents.


	6
	PLANNING

	6.1
	One application was received between meetings:
Fishing Lake at Wood Farm, Reedham Road (2026/1069). The planning committee had no objections to the plans.

	6.2
	The Greater Norwich Local Plan review group has issued a Call for Sites. This is where local landowners are asked to put forward sites for housing which are then consulted on and some sites are approved for future development.


	7
	REVIEW OF ACLE’S NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

	



	Broadland District Council and the Broads Authority have now approved the Modified Neighbourhood Plan submission documents and commenced the six-week Regulation 16 consultation on 17 June. The consultation will run until 5.00pm on 29 July.
Notifications will be issued to all previous consultees and respondents, and Broadland District Council will make all relevant documents available on its website. Hard copies of the consultation documents will also be available for public inspection at Acle Library and at the reception of the Horizon Centre.



	8
	FINANCE REPORT
The finance report had been shared with all councillors in advance of the meeting:

	
	
	Receipts:
	
	                        £

	42 The Street
	Rent 
	912.00

	44 The Street
	Rent
	647.00

	Broadland DC
	Lottery for foodbank
	15.00

	Unit 1
	Reimbursement electricity x 2
	1,336.96

	Unit 2
	Reimbursement electricity x 2
	1,418.52

	Unit 3
	Reimbursement electricity
	36.69

	Unit 4
	Reimbursement electricity x 2
	221.13

	Norfolk CC
	Verge cutting fee
	2,823.63

	Broadland DC
	S106 grants	
	1,131.68

	Broadland DC
	50% public toilets grant
	8,400.00

	Various
	Funeral fees
	530.00

	Lloyds
	Bank interest
	68.12

	Upton PC
	Share of costs
	70.00

	Payments:
	
	

	Lloyds DD
	Bank charges
	9.35

	Comm-Tech DD
	Broadband at BGC
	57.19

	EDF DD
	Electricity at BGC x 2
	159.65

	EDF DD
	Electricity at FTH
	3,032.32

	Telecoms World DD
	Phone line for foodbank x 2
	37.19

	Siemens DD
	Copier rental
	232.01

	SSE DD
	Electricity for streetlights x 2
	1,740.48

	Tesco Mobile DD
	Phone bills x 2
	66.97

	Anglian Plant
	Digger hire (s106)
	448.84

	Acle Methodist
	Room hire x 2
	156.00

	John Gallop
	Internal audit
	450.00

	Wel Medical
	Defib consumables
	165.60

	Rick Goodley
	B&Q purchases
	110.15

	Moulton Nurseries
	Plants
	52.11

	Nfk Ass’n
	Website hosting
	86.88

	Compass Planning
	N Plan consultant
	688.70

	Rhino
	Materials
	17.86

	Hugh Crane Ltd
	Consumables
	64.54

	Initial Rentokil
	Bins at public toilets and BGC
	449.11

	Gavin Webb
	Holiday cover cleaner public toilets
	108.07

	Glasdon
	New benches for cemetery
	2,113.58

	Flameskill
	Fire checks at Fletcher Rooms
	180.00

	Acle Rec Centre
	Youth club room hire
	142.00

	Scribe
	Asset Management subs
	87.60

	Sign Shed
	Signs
	26.72

	Mills & Reeve
	Legal work re alleviation lagoon
	715.80

	Men’s Shed
	Donation for beeline stakes
	30.00

	Moulton Nurseries
	Plants
	25.54

	Nfk ALC
	Website domain
	69.48

	Nfk Home Services
	Plumbing repair Unit 1
	114.00

	Garden Guardian
	Grasscutting
	2,306.57

	Copy IT
	Copying x 2
	63.59

	Hugh Crane Cleaning
	Supplies
	87.46

	Various
	Employment costs and exps 
	5,151.44

	T T Jones
	Annual check of lights
	320.76

	Michael Mantle
	Window cleaning
	18.00

	ENTUA
	Subs
	10.00

	D Croft
	Locksmith – unit 4
	235.00

	
	
	

	Balance c/f 29.06.26
	
	130,887.87

	Balances in Savings:
	
	

	HMRC
	VAT due to Council
	3,466.38

	BDC savings
	
	58,777.41

	Total monies
	
	193,131.66

	Loan
	Acle Recreation Centre
	3,750.00

	Total
	
	196,881.66






	


	
May’s payments, all payments made between meetings, and the Clerk’s bank reconciliation dated 22nd May 2026 were checked against the bank statements by Wendy Kenny and Jackie Clover.
                                                
The clerk had circulated an Actual v Budget report for the 3 months to June 2026.

The finance report was approved.


	9
	ENVIRONMENT


	9.1
	We have been successful in receiving reimbursement from BDC for two invoices so far for works done using the s106 monies from local developments.


	10
	HIGHWAYS


	10.1
	There have been some complaints about the height of the wildflowers on the visibility splay at Englands Road. The flowers on the corner have been knocked down to improve visibility and the situation will continue to be monitored.


	10.2
	The benches on The Folly Tree Green have been checked over by the general operative and need a bit of repair.

	10.3
	Some people are parking on New Road on the verge near to the bollards. Signs have been purchased that say “Please do not park here” and will be fixed to the bollards.


	10.4
	As part of the Age-friendly review it had been decided to install a single seat bench in The Street outside Gentleman Jack’s. Sally Aldridge’s husband has made a suitable seat and it was agreed to pay a donation of £20 for this seat.


	10.5
	The assistant clerk is dealing with the new bus shelters on the A47 sliproad. National Highways have raised some issues with the one on the eastbound sliproad and stated that expensive permits will be required. It was agreed therefore not to continue with the proposal for a new shelter but simply just to install a bench and tidy up the site to make it more obvious that it is a bus stop.


	10.6
	Temporary closure of bus stops in The Street:
The clerks contacted NCC and Cityfibre to ask that signs be put in place to let people know where to board the buses during the works.

	10.7
	Correspondence was received from National Highways about some more overnight closures of A47 from 6th to 10th July.


	10.8
	NCC has advised that South Walsham Road and Bridewell Lane will be closed for re-surfacing works for about 9 days from 10th August, between 9.00 and 16.30.  It had previously been planned to do the work overnight, but this was not permitted because of the residential nature of the area.


	10.9
	Some overhanging hedges and other issues will be reported to NCC.


	11
	COMMITTEES AND WORKING PARTIES

	COMMITTEES AND WORKING PARTIES

	Street lighting
	Tony Hemmingway and Jamie Pizey


	Christmas switch-on and meters
	Jamie Pizey and Tony Hemmingway


	Planning Committee
	Tony Hemmingway, Barry Coveley, Sally Aldridge, Jamie Pizey, Tim Brown and David Stephenson


	Youth
	David Stephenson, Jackie Clover and Wendy Kenny


	Finance
	Jamie Pizey, Tony Hemmingway, Barry Coveley, Jackie Clover, Sally Aldridge, David Stephenson and Tim Brown


	Personnel
	Jamie Pizey and Tony Hemmingway (Barry Coveley if 3rd needed)


	Cemetery 
	Richard Powell, Tony Hemmingway, Jackie Clover, Wendy Kenny and Sally Aldridge


	Swallowtail Place Liaison
	Wendy Kenny and Indra Goodson


	Resilience/Emergency Planning
	Jamie Pizey, Sally Aldridge, Indra Goodson and Tim Brown


	Roads
	Sally Aldridge, David Stephenson, Tim Brown and Jamie Pizey


	Websites
	David Stephenson and Tim Brown


	Environment and Climate
	Jamie Pizey, Wendy Kenny, Richard Powell, David Stephenson and Tim Brown 


	Play areas
	Jamie Pizey, David Stephenson, Tim Brown and Indra Goodson


	Floral displays
	Jackie Clover and Wendy Kenny


	Refurbishment (builders and technical)
	Jamie Pizey, Tony Hemmingway, Barry Coveley, Tim Brown, Sally Aldridge and David Stephenson


	Rents Review and Leases
	Jamie Pizey, Indra Goodson and Sally Aldridge


	Acle in Need
	Angela Bishop (elected for 4 years from March 2024)


	Death of a Royal
	Indra Goodson


	Acle Recreation Centre
(elected in March for one year)
	Joe Aldous, Sarah Cameron, Jackie Clover, Barry Coveley, Diane Fisher, Dennis Fisher, Denis Goodley, Jamie Pizey and Shane Tovell


	Acle Lands Trust
(elected in March for one year)
	Adam Fisher, Dennis Fisher, Ken Gale, Anna Rodriguez and Jackie Clover


	Events
	Indra Goodson, Tim Brown, Sally Aldridge and Jamie Pizey


	Plastic-free Acle
	Wendy Kenny and Jackie Clover


	Neighbourhood Plan
	David Stephenson, Tim Brown, Jamie Pizey and Richard Powell


Councillors were reminded that they would be supported in attending any relevant training.


	14
	NEXT MEETING
The next Parish Council meeting is scheduled for Monday, 27th July 2026, at 7.00pm.

Items for next agenda:
Co-option of two councillors
Newsletters






There being no further business, the meeting was closed.






Signed:……………………………….		Dated:………………………
  Chairman
29.06.2026    1

